19th Sunday after Pentecost October 5 & 8, 2023

The Season After reliving the great events of the life of Christ, the worshipping Church
spends half a year focusing on the teachings of Christ. The Church wears green during the
season of Pentecost as the Spirit uses those teachings of Jesus to grow the faith of
believers. The appointed lessons teach us the characteristics of the Holy Ministry, the
Christian, the Church, our God, and the Christian life.

The Sunday The Verse of the Day reminds us that one day, every one will bow before
Jesus of Nazareth and confess him as Lord. Some will do so in grief and others in joy. God
wants real repentance from every sinner they might bend the knee to Christ in true
obedience and confess with gladness that Jesus is Lord. The Church prays that God would
rule our hearts through Word and Sacrament that our repentance might be real and our
obedience truly pleasing. Our God wants real repentance that leads to true obedience.

Stand
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Text: Johann Franck, 161877, abr.; tr, Catherine Winkworth, 1827-78, alt,

Tune: HERR, ICH HABE MISSGEHANDELT (87 87 88) Johann Criiger, 1598-1662.

M: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the
fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you.

C: And also with you.
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Welcome! We thank
God that you have
joined us at worship
today.

Restrooms are
located in the
basement. Hearing
loop headphones and
Large Print Hymnals
are available from an
usher.

If your children
need to leave worship,
please take them to
the basement. ATV
broadcasts the service
in the basement.

Today we gather
together in the
presence of God. He is
present among us in a
special way through
his Word and
Sacrament. We
acknowledge our sin
and rejoice in the
good news of
forgiveness through
the life and death of
Christ. This is the
focus of our worship.




Confession

M: Dear friends, let us approach God with a true heart and confess
our sins, asking him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to
forgive us.

C: Lord of life, I confess that I am by nature dead in sin.
For faithless worrying and selfish pride,
For sins of habit and sins of choice,
For the evil I have done and the good I have failed to do,
You should cast me away from your presence forever.
O Lord, I am sorry for my sins, Forgive me, for Jesus’ sake.
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Do not let  your wrath oO’er - take me.

Absolution (pronouncement of forgiveness)

M: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. In his great mercy, God
made us alive in Christ even when we were dead in our sins. Hear the word of
Christ through his called servant: I forgive you all your sins in the name of the
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

C: Amen.

Hymn of Praise Lord, to You I Make Confession Hymn 302:3-4
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THE WORD

M: The Lord be with you
C: And also with you.

Prayer of the Day
M: Let us pray.

Mercifully grant, O God,

that your Holy Spirit may in all things direct and rule

our hearts, for without your help we are unable to please you; through Jesus

Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.

C: Amen.

Be seated



Choir (Sunday 8:00 am only) Still, My Soul, Be Still CW2! 834

1 Still, my soul, be still and do not fear 2 Still, my soul, be still; do not be moved
though winds of change may rage by lesser lights and fleeting shadows.
tomorrow. Hold on to his ways with shield of faith
God is at your side; no longer dread against temptation’s flaming arrows.
the fires of unexpected sorrow. (Refrain) (Refrain)
(Refain) God, you are my God, and I will 3 Still, my soul, be still; do not forsake
trust in you and not be shaken. the truth you learned in the beginning.
Lord of peace, renew a steadfast spirit within Wait upon the Lord and hope will rise
me as stars appear when day is dimming.
to rest in you alone, to rest in you alone. (Refrain)

Text: Stuart Townend, b. 1963; Kristyn Getty, b. 1980; Keith Getty, b. 1974;
Text: © 2009 Thankyou Music, admin. CapitolCMGPublishing,com. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 712597

First Lesson: Ezekiel 18:1-4,25-32
On this day when the Church is called to continual repentance, Ezekiel brings a strong warning for Christians who grow lax in
their faith or dismissive of their sin. God wants real repentance that leads to true obedience. Israel had not given either. Instead
of seeing their suffering as a result of their sin and as a call to repentance, they saw only injustice. With their favorite proverb,
“The fathers eat sour grapes and the children’s teeth are set on edge,” they were saying that God should certainly punish sin,
but they felt he was punishing the wrong people. They felt they were being punished for the sins of their parents, and they
implied that God was not just in treating them this way. God denies it all: the soul that sins is the one that will die. This is not
injustice—no, the injustice is that Man who was made for perfection sinned again and again against his God. God shows just
how just he is: he will judge each man according to his way. Repent, God says, turn from your wickedness and live. God
promises not to judge us by our past, but by our present, and so he calls us to live anew. Repent and receive a new heart and
new spirit that leads to true obedience. Why will you die, O Israel? God wants exactly the opposite—repent and live!

18 The word of the LORD came to me: 2 “What do you people mean by quoting this
proverb about the land of Israel:

“The parents eat sour grapes,

and the children’s teeth are set on edge’?

3“As surely as I live, declares the Sovereign LORD, you will no longer quote this proverb
in Israel. 4 For everyone belongs to me, the parent as well as the child—both alike belong to
me. The one who sins is the one who will die.

25 “Yet you say, ‘The way of the Lord is not just.” Hear, you Israelites: Is my way unjust?
Is it not your ways that are unjust? 26 If a righteous person turns from their righteousness
and commits sin, they will die for it; because of the sin they have committed they will die.
27 But if a wicked person turns away from the wickedness they have committed and does
what is just and right, they will save their life. 28 Because they consider all the offenses they
have committed and turn away from them, that person will surely live; they will not die.

29 Yet the Israelites say, ‘The way of the Lord is not just.” Are my ways unjust, people of
Israel? Is it not your ways that are unjust?

30 “Therefore, you Israelites, I will judge each of you according to your own ways,
declares the Sovereign LORD. Repent! Turn away from all your offenses; then sin will not be
your downfall. 31 Rid yourselves of all the offenses you have committed, and get a new heart
and a new spirit. Why will you die, people of Israel? 32 For I take no pleasure in the death of
anyone, declares the Sovereign LORD. Repent and live! (NIV)



Psalm of the Day Psalm 25 CW
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Remember, O LORD, your great mercy and love,*

for they are from of old.

Remember not the sins of my youth and my rebellious ways;*
according to your love remember me,
for you are good, O LORD.

Refrain

Turn to me and be gracious to me,*
for I am lonely and afflicted.

Look upon my affliction and my distress*®
and take away all my sins.

Guard my life and rescue me,*
for I take refuge in you.

Glory be to the Father and to the Son*
and to the Holy Spirit,

as it was in the beginning,*
is now, and will be forever. Amen.

Refrain

Refrain Tune: Marty Haugen. © 1983 GIA Publications, Inc., Chicago, IL, www.giamusic.com. All
rights reserved. Used by permission.

Second Lesson 2 Corinthians 13:5-8
The Corinthian congregation had heard much from Paul on the topics of repentance and obedience. As they readied to receive
Paul on his third visit, he encouraged them to prepare by testing themselves. Which son were they acting like, the son who
worked in the vineyard or the one who just talked about it? Paul tells them to examine themselves to see whether they were in
the faith. True obedience gives evidence of real repentance. It is not the cause of repentance, but a visible fruit that shows our
faith is genuine. That brings us the joy of knowing that Christ Jesus is in us, and we are walking on the way of righteousness.

5 Examine yourselves to see whether you are in the faith; test yourselves. Do you not
realize that Christ Jesus is in you—unless, of course, you fail the test? ¢ And I trust that you
will discover that we have not failed the test. 7 Now we pray to God that you will not do
anything wrong—not so that people will see that we have stood the test but so that you will
do what is right even though we may seem to have failed. 8 For we cannot do anything
against the truth, but only for the truth. (NIV)

5



Verse of the Day
M: Alleluia. At the name of Jesus every knee should bow, and every tongue confess that
Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. Alleluia. (Philippians 2:10,11)

Stand
M: The Gospel according to Matthew chapter 21.

C: Glory be to you, O Lord.
Gospel: Matthew 21:28-32

They seemed so righteous as they stood in the temple courts. The great men of Israel had gathered against Jesus. These men
knew all the words to say and ways to act, but the only “righteousness” they had was a self-righteousness that offended God.
They claimed to be doing God’s work and fulfilling his will, but there was no repentance and no true obedience. The parable
Jesus spoke against them convicts every self-righteous person. The father commands two sons to work in his vineyard and
receives two surprising answers. The first son flatly refuses; he fails to even offer an excuse, but simply says, “I will not.” The
second son says all the right things and tacks on an appropriately respectful title. He seems almost breathless in his readiness
to do the father’s will. True obedience, however, in not merely saying what God wants to hear, but doing what God wants done.
The first son repented of his wickedness and gave his father true obedience; the second merely mouthed the words and
contented himself with doing his own thing. Which did what the father wanted? Jesus’ question had only one answer, and the
religious leaders gave it and indicted themselves. Yes, even the vilest sinner that repents gives an obedience far more true that
the upright man wallowing in his self-righteousness. What a powerful warning to the Pharisee inside each of us that wants to be
content with saying the right words when it comes to faith! What a stinging rebuke of our lukewarm Christianity that confesses
Christ with our mouth but denies him with our deeds! Repent, Christ says, and believe—true obedience will surely follow.

28 “What do you think? There was a man who had two sons. He went to the first and
said, ‘Son, go and work today in the vineyard.’

29 “T will not,” he answered, but later he changed his mind and went.

30 “Then the father went to the other son and said the same thing. He answered, ‘T will,
sir,” but he did not go.

31 “Which of the two did what his father wanted?”

“The first,” they answered.

Jesus said to them, “Truly I tell you, the tax collectors and the prostitutes are entering
the kingdom of God ahead of you. 32 For John came to you to show you the way of
righteousness, and you did not believe him, but the tax collectors and the prostitutes did.
And even after you saw this, you did not repent and believe him. (NIV)

M: This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise be to you, O Christ.
Be seated

Hymn of the Day: Before You, God, the Judge of All Hymn 306
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sore; to you I flee: O God, be mer-ci-ful to me!
pen - i - tent I be: O God, be mer-ci-ful to me!
house at peace to be: O God, be mer-ci-ful to me!

Text: Magnus B. Landstad, 1802-80; tr. Carl Doving, 1867-1937, alt.
Tune: VATER UNSER IM HIMMELREICH, DER DU (88 88 88) attr. Martin Luther, 1483—1546.

Sermon 2 Corinthians 13:5-8
Stand

Nicene Creed

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and
earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally
begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from
true God, begotten, not made, of one being with the Father. Through
him all things were made. For us and for our salvation, he came down
from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, and
became fully human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius
Pilate. He suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose
again in accordance with the Scriptures. He ascended into heaven and
is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to
judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds
from the Father and the Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son
is worshipped and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. We
believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. We acknowledge
one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of
the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen.



Be Seated Please sign the friendship register located in your pew.
Offering

Stand

Prayer of the Church

Guests please don’t feel a necessity to give an offering today.
“Each of you should give what you have decided in your heart to
give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a
cheerful giver” (2 Corinthians 9:7).

THE SACRAMENT

Preface

M:

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

: Lift up your hearts.

We lift them up to the Lord.

: Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God.

It is good and right so to do.

: It i1s truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you

thanks, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus
Christ, our Lord, who has called us to be his own so that we may live under
him in his kingdom and serve him in everlasting righteousness, innocence, and
blessedness. Therefore with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we
praise your holy name and join their glorious song:

Holy, Holy, Holy (sung) Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9
1. O holy, holy, holy 2. Hosanna in the highest!

Lord God of pow’r and might, How truly blest is he

Your glory, earth and heaven Who in God’s name is coming
In countless ways recite. To set his people free!

Hosanna! Come and save us, He comes to bring salvation
Lord God of hosts on high, And with his blood outpoured,

And in your grace and mercy Deliver us from bondage—
Receive our fervent cry. Hosanna, mighty Lord!

Prayer of Thanksgiving
M: Blessed are you, O Lord of heaven and earth. We praise and thank you for

sending your Son, Jesus Christ, and we remember the great acts of love
through which he has ransomed us from sin, death, and the devil’s power.



By his incarnation, he became one with us.

By his perfect life, he fulfilled your holy will.
By his innocent death, he overcame hell.

By his rising from the grave, he opened heaven.

Invited by your grace and instructed by your Word, we approach your table
with repentant and joyful hearts. Strengthen us through Christ’s body and
blood, and preserve us in the true faith until we feast with him and all his

ransomed people in glory everlasting.

C: Amen.

Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy

will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against
us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is
the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

Words of Institution
M: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he

had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “T'ake and
eat; this is my body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”
Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them saying, “Drink from it,
all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for
the forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”
The peace of the Lord be with you always.

C: Amen.
Lamb of God Agnes Dei John 1:29
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Be seated

Communion Because God speaks of communing together as an expression of unity in faith we practice close
communion. All WELS members are welcome to commune with us. Visitors, please speak with the pastor or an
elder before communing.

Distribution Hymns You Lord, Are Both Lamb and Shepherd CWS 746
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You, whom we hoth  scorn and crave.
You, who are both  gift and cost,
You, who  are our pil - grim guide.
You, who  are our death and tife.

In this hymn—also known as “Christus Paradox” — Syivia Dunstan uses the picture langnage of
Scripture to highlight the mysterious paradoxes found in the person and work of Christ the King.

Text:  Sylvia Dunstan, 1955-1993 © 1991 GIA Publications, Inc. All rights reserved. Used by permission.
Tune: PICARDY (87 87 87) French folk tune, 17th century

Stand
Song of Simeon Nunc Dimittis (sung) Luke 2:29-32
1 O Lord, now let your servant 2 All glory to the Father,
Depart in peace, assured: All glory to the Son,
For I have seen your promised All glory to the Spirit,
incarnate, saving Word— Forever three in one;
A Light that will enlighten For as in the beginning,
All gloom where Gentiles dwell; Is now, shall ever be,
The brilliant, crowning glory God’s triune name resounding
Of those in Israel! Through all eternity.

M: We give you thanks, O Lord, for the foretaste of the heavenly banquet that you
have given us to eat and to drink in this sacrament. Through this gift you have
fed our faith, nourished our hope, and strengthened our love. By your Spirit
help us to live as your holy people until that day when you will receive us as
your guests at the wedding supper of the Lamb, who lives and reigns with you
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C: Amen.
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Blessing
M: The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace.

C: Amen.

Be seated
Hymn Chief of Sinners Though I Be Hymn 385:4-5
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Text:  William McComb, 1793—¢. 1870, alt.
Tune: GETHSEMANE (77 77 77) Richard Redhead, 1820-1901.
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