1st Sunday in Lent March 6, 2022

The Season Lent is a season of repentance and renewal. We see ourselves for what
we are: sinners who caused the death of Christ. We also see our Savior for what he
is: The Messiah who did all these things willing because he loves all!

The Sunday Each of us battles with temptation every day, and the results are too
obvious to mention. Christ was no stranger to temptation, either. He battled, yet was
without sin...for us and for our eternal righteousness. This message of victory gives
us confidence as we journey through the wilderness of sin in true repentance. Marks
of the Messiah: He Defeats Satan’s Attacks

Gathering Rite on the Word, Service of the Word
God’s people long to gather together for strength from God and mutual encouragement.
This alternate beginning reminds God’s people of the blessings of his Word.

Stand
M: In the name of the Father and of the Son (+) and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.

Introduction to the hymn.
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Oh, how I love your law!

I meditate on it all day long.

Your commands make me wiser than my enemies,
for they are ever with me.

I have more insight than all my teachers,

for I meditate on your statutes.

How sweet are your words to my taste,

sweeter than honey to my mouth! (Psalm 119:97-99,103)
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Welcome! We thank
God that you have
joined us at worship
today.

Restrooms are
located in the
basement. Hearing
loop headphones and
Large Print Hymnals
are available from an
usher.

If your children need
to leave worship,
please take them to
the basement. ATV
broadcasts the service
in the basement.

Today we gather
together in the
presence of God. He is
present among us in a
special way through his
Word and Sacrament.
We acknowledge our
sin and rejoice in the
good news of
forgiveness through
the life and death of
Christ. This is the focus
of our worship.




All  our knowl-edge, sense, and sight Lie in deep-est dark-ness
Till your Spir - it breaks our night With the beams of truth on-
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M: All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and
training in righteousness,

C: so that the man of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.
(2 Timothy 3:16,17)

M: Yet so often we have despised God’s Word and failed to gladly hear and learn it. For this
and all our sins, we bow before God and humbly ask his forgiveness.

C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I have
disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil and
failed to do what is good. For this I deserve your punishment both now and in
eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus
Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner.
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M: God gave his Word so “that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and
that by believing you may have life in his name” (John 20:31). The Scriptures testify
about Jesus, who lived a perfect life for you, died on the cross to pay for all your sins, and
rose again to assure you of your salvation. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by
his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son (+) and
of the Holy Spirit.
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Till we sing your prais - es yon - der.

Prayer of the Day
M: Let us pray.
Lord our strength, the battle of good and evil rages within and around us, and our
ancient foe tempts us with his deceits and empty promises. Keep us steadfast in your
Word, and when we fall, raise us up again and restore us through your Son, Jesus
Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and

forever.
C: Amen
Be Seated
Grades 1-2 Jesus Messiah (8:00 a.m.)
THE WORD
First Lesson Joshua 7:16-26

The devastating effects of temptation are seen in the tragic story of Achan. Fresh from spectacular victory at the walls of Jericho,
the Lord’s anger burned against Israel. For the city was to have been devoted entirely to the Lord as the first spoils of Canaan.
Yet some of the spoils were not given to the Lord. A rout in the next battle at the hands of the Aites brought Joshua and the
priests to their knees in dust and ashes. Witness the seriousness of the Word of the Lord and the hopelessness of our sin-
stained obedience!

16 Early the next morning Joshua had Israel come forward by tribes, and Judah was
chosen. 17 The clans of Judah came forward, and the Zerahites were chosen. He had the clan
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of the Zerahites come forward by families, and Zimri was chosen. 18 Joshua had his family
come forward man by man, and Achan son of Karmi, the son of Zimri, the son of Zerah, of
the tribe of Judah, was chosen.

19 Then Joshua said to Achan, “My son, give glory to the LORD, the God of Israel, and
honor him. Tell me what you have done; do not hide it from me.”

20 Achan replied, “It is true! I have sinned against the LORD, the God of Israel. This is
what I have done: 21 When I saw in the plunder a beautiful robe from Babylonia, two
hundred shekels of silver and a bar of gold weighing fifty shekels, I coveted them and took
them. They are hidden in the ground inside my tent, with the silver underneath.”

22 So Joshua sent messengers, and they ran to the tent, and there it was, hidden in his
tent, with the silver underneath. 23 They took the things from the tent, brought them to
Joshua and all the Israelites and spread them out before the LORD.

24 Then Joshua, together with all Israel, took Achan son of Zerah, the silver, the robe,
the gold bar, his sons and daughters, his cattle, donkeys and sheep, his tent and all that he
had, to the Valley of Achor. 25 Joshua said, “Why have you brought this trouble on us? The
LORD will bring trouble on you today.”

Then all Israel stoned him, and after they had stoned the rest, they burned
them. 26 Over Achan they heaped up a large pile of rocks, which remains to this day. Then
the LORD turned from his fierce anger. Therefore that place has been called the Valley of
Achor ever since. (NIV)

Psalm of the Day We will sing the refrain and read the verses. Psalm 3
Refrain

From the Lord comes de - liv - er-ance,
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O Lorp, how many are my foes!
How many rise up against me!
Many are saying of me,
“God will not deliver him,”

But you are a shield around me, O LORD;
you bestow glory on me and lift up my head.
To the LOrD I cry aloud,
and he answers me from his hely hill.

Refrain



I wake again, because the I.ORD sustains me.
I will not fear the tens of thousands

Arise, O LorD!
Deliver me, O my God!
From the LORD comes deliverance.
May your blessing be on your people.

Glory be to the Father and {o the Son
and to the Holy Spirit,
as it was in the beginning,
is now, and will be forever. Amen.

Refrain

Second Lesson Hebrews 4:14-26
How easy it would be for us to cower in fear at the Lord’s fierce anger against sin. For we are no better than Achan. We, too,
have wandered from the way of the Lord to hoard and hide all that tempts. Yet the promise is sure: Jesus is our High Priest and

has made atonement for our sin. We need not fear divine retribution. We can come in repentant confidence relying on the grace
of God

14 Therefore, since we have a great high priest who has ascended into heaven,fl Jesus
the Son of God, let us hold firmly to the faith we profess. 15 For we do not have a high
priest who is unable to empathize with our weaknesses, but we have one who has been
tempted in every way, just as we are—yet he did not sin. 16 Let us then approach God’s

throne of grace with confidence, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help us in
our time of need. (NIV)

Verse of the Day
M: It is written: “Worship the Lord your God, and serve him only.” (Matthew 4:10b)

Stand
Gospel Luke 4:1-13

It was the ultimate battle of Good versus Evil: the old evil foe battled the Son of Man while the fate of humankind hung in the
balance. It almost seems trite to sensationalize the temptation of Christ in such language. Yet is this not the case? At any point,
had Jesus failed to resist temptation, had he bowed, or jumped, or even simply made some bread...all would have been lost. But
our Champion won the battle: Jesus the Christ holds the field and the kingdom is ours forever.

4 Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, left the Jordan and was led by the Spirit into the
wilderness, 2 where for forty days he was tempted by the devil. He ate nothing during those
days, and at the end of them he was hungry.

3The devil said to him, “If you are the Son of God, tell this stone to become bread.”

4 Jesus answered, “It is written: ‘Man shall not live on bread alone.’[Dt 83]”

5The devil led him up to a high place and showed him in an instant all the kingdoms of
the world. ¢ And he said to him, “I will give you all their authority and splendor; it has been
given to me, and I can give it to anyone I want to. 7 If you worship me, it will all be yours.”

8 Jesus answered, “It is written: ‘Worship the Lord your God and serve him only.’[Dt 6:13”


https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Hebrews+4&version=NIV#fen-NIV-30029f
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+4%3A1-13&version=NIV#fen-NIV-25072c

9The devil led him to Jerusalem and had him stand on the highest point of the temple.
“If you are the Son of God,” he said, “throw yourself down from here. 10 For it is written:
“He will command his angels concerning you
to guard you carefully;
11 they will lift you up in their hands,
so that you will not strike your foot against a stone.’[Ps 91:10,11]”
12 Jesus answered, “It is said: ‘Do not put the Lord your God to the test. [Dt 6:16]”
13 When the devil had finished all this tempting, he left him until an opportune time.

(NIV)
M: This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise be to you, O Christ!

Be Seated
Hymn of the Day A Mighty Fortress is Our God CW 200
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Deep guile and great might Are his dread arms in fight;
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On earth is not his e - qual.
He holds the field for - ev - er.
One lit - tle word can fell him.
The king - dom’s  ours for - ev - er!
Text: Martin Luther, 1483-1546; tr. composite.
Tune: EIN FESTE BURG (87 87 55 56 7) Martin Luther, 1483-1546.
Sermon Luke 4:1-13

Stand

Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Prayer of the Church

Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy
will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and
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lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

M: O Lord God, our heavenly Father, pour out the Holy Spirit on your faithful people. Keep
us strong in your grace and truth, protect and comfort us in all temptation, and bestow
on us your saving peace, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C: Amen

Benediction
M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another.
Serve the Lord with gladness.

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace.

C: Amen
Be Seated
Hymn Jesus, Your Boundless Love to Me CW 204:3
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Text:  Enchiridion . .. zum Schwartzen Horn, Erfurt, 1527, abr.; tr. W. Gustave Polack, 1890-1950, alt.
Tune: O HERRE GOTT, DEIN GOTTLICH WORT (447 447 D lambic) Enchiridion . . . zum Schwartzen Horn,
Erfurt, 1527.
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