17t Sunday after Pentecost September 29 & October 2, 2022

The Season The Sundays after Pentecost focus on how Christians live in response to all
that God has done for us. Our present series is The Believer Grows in Christian Character.

The Sunday The believer loves the lost like Christ. The righteous live by faith; yet how
easy it is for the righteous to slip into self-righteous judgment of other sinners, forgetting
the grace that has been shown them. Today Christ calls us to love the lost like he does
and rejoice over every sinner that “once was lost, but now is found.”

Opening Hymn O Christ, Our True and Only Light CW 569
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1 O Christ, our true and on - ly light,
2 Fill with  the ra - diance of your grace
3 Oh, gent - ly call those  gone a stray
4 Shine on the dark - ened and the cold;
5 That they with us may  ev - er more
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En - light - en those who sit in night;
The souls  now lost in er - ror’s maze
That they may find the sav - ing way!
Re - «call the wan - d’rers to your fold.
Such  grace  with won - d’ring thanks a - dore
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Let those a - far now  hear your voice
And all  whom in their se - cret minds
Let ev - 'ry con - science sore op - pressed
U - nite all those who  walk a - part
And end - less praise to you be  giv'n
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And in  your fold with us re - joice.
Some dark de - lu - sion haunts and  blinds.
In you find peace and heav’'n - ly rest.
Con - firm the weak and doubt - ing  heart
By all  your Church in  earth and heav'n.

Text: Johann Heermann, 1585-1647, abr.; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-78, alt.
Tune: O JESu CHRIST, WAHRES LicHT (LM) Anddéchtige Haus-Kirche, Niirnberg, 1676, alt.

Stand

M: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the
fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you.

C: And also with you.
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Welcome! We thank
God that you have
joined us at worship
today.

Restrooms are
located in the
basement. Hearing
loop headphones and
Large Print Hymnals
are available from an
usher.

If your children need
to leave worship,
please take them to
the basement. ATV
broadcasts the service
in the basement.

Today we gather
together in the
presence of God. He is
present among us in a
special way through his
Word and Sacrament.
We acknowledge our
sin and rejoice in the
good news of
forgiveness through
the life and death of
Christ. This is the focus
of our worship.




CONFESSION OF SINS

M: We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love
and serve him as his dear children. But we have disobeyed him and deserve only his
wrath and punishment. Therefore, let us confess our sins to him and plead for his
mercy.

C: Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth. In countless
ways I have sinned against you and do not deserve to be called your child.
But trusting in Jesus, my Savior, I pray: Have mercy on me according to
your unfailing love. Cleanse me from my sin, and take away my guilt.

M: God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the perfect life and
innocent death of our Lord Jesus Christ, he has removed your guilt forever. You are
his own dear child. May God give you strength to live according to his will.

C: Amen.

PRAYER AND PRAISE

M: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord.

Oh, Taste and See
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C: Oh, taste and see that the Lord is good. Bless - ed are
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Bless - ed are they who take ref - uge in  him.

Prayer of the Day
M: Let us pray.
Lord, we pray that your mercy and grace may always go before and follow after us
that, loving you with undivided hearts, we may be ready for every good and useful
work; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C: Amen
Be Seated

THE WORD

First Lesson Hosea 3:1-5
To illustrate the Lord’s grace to idolatrous Israel, Hosea is instructed to marry and love an adulterous woman. The
action of showing love to one considered so undeserving spoke a volume of God’s grace to sinners. When a
sinner comes seeking to find the goodness of God, he finds the joyful and welcoming arms of our faithful God.

3 The LORD said to me, “Go, show your love to your wife again, though she is loved
by another man and is an adulteress. Love her as the LORD loves the Israelites, though
they turn to other gods and love the sacred raisin cakes.”

2 S0 I bought her for fifteen shekels of silver and about a homer and a lethek of
barley. 3 Then I told her, “You are to live with me many days; you must not be a
prostitute or be intimate with any man, and I will behave the same way toward you.”

4 For the Israelites will live many days without king or prince, without sacrifice or
sacred stones, without ephod or household gods. 3 Afterward the Israelites will return
and seek the LORD their God and David their king. They will come trembling to the
LORD and to his blessings in the last days. (NIV)

Psalm of the Day Psalm 51a CWS
A Refrain
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have mer - cy on me, O  Lord.



Psalm Tone
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Have mercy on me, O God,
according to your unfailing love;

according to your great compassion
blot cut my transgressions,

Wash away all my iniquity
For | know m?mf%:{nsgressions,
and my sin is always before me.

Refrain

Against you, you only, have I sinned
and done what is evil in your sight.
Surely | was sinful at birth,
sinful from the time my mother conceived me.

Hide your face from my sins
and blot out all my iniquity.
Restore to me the joy of your salvation
and grant me a willing spirit, to sustain me.

Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit,
as it was in the beginning,
is now, and will be forever. Amen.

Refrain

Second Lesson 2 Corinthians 2:5-11
Satan’s schemes can twist even the act of repentance into an opportunity to plunge a soul into the depths of
despair. Will the repentant man return with heart in hand only to have that heart trampled by self-righteous
hypocrites who feel they are owed their due? No, the congregation is to show Christ’s love for the lost.

Forgiveness and comfort are to be given to the penitent heart rather than heaping guilt over the sinner’s head
and robbing the contrite heart of the joy of salvation.

5 If anyone has caused grief, he has not so much grieved me as he has grieved all of
you to some extent—mnot to put it too severely. 6 The punishment inflicted on him by the
majority is sufficient. 7 Now instead, you ought to forgive and comfort him, so that he
will not be overwhelmed by excessive sorrow. 8 I urge you, therefore, to reaffirm your
love for him. 9 Another reason I wrote you was to see if you would stand the test and be
obedient in everything. 1® Anyone you forgive, I also forgive. And what I have forgiven—
if there was anything to forgive—I have forgiven in the sight of Christ for your sake,
11in order that Satan might not outwit us. For we are not unaware of his schemes. (NIV)



Verse of the Day
M: Alleluia. Everything that was written in the past was written to teach us, so that
through endurance and the encouragement of the Scriptures we might have hope.
Alleluia. (Romans 15:4)

Stand
Gospel Luke 15:1-10

The difference between the truly righteous and the merely self-righteous can be seen in the attitude displayed by
the Pharisees and the teachers of the law. The Savior of nations spent even his meal times with those clamoring
to know his forgiveness, while his detractors condemned him for associating himself with such worthlessness.
The temptation is to place the lost and straying on the irrecoverable list without making the effort to “seek and
save.” The parables of the lost sheep and the lost coin describe not only the heavenly joy at a sinner’s
repentance, but the priority placed on such a recovery mission. Jesus calls us to love the lost both because of
their place in the flock and because of their intrinsic worth in the eyes of God.

15 Now the tax collectors and sinners were all gathering around to hear Jesus. 2 But
the Pharisees and the teachers of the law muttered, “This man welcomes sinners and
eats with them.”

3 Then Jesus told them this parable: 4 “Suppose one of you has a hundred sheep and
loses one of them. Doesn’t he leave the ninety-nine in the open country and go after the
lost sheep until he finds it? 5 And when he finds it, he joyfully puts it on his shoulders
6 and goes home. Then he calls his friends and neighbors together and says, ‘Rejoice
with me; I have found my lost sheep.” 71 tell you that in the same way there will be
more rejoicing in heaven over one sinner who repents than over ninety-nine righteous
persons who do not need to repent.

8“Or suppose a woman has ten silver coins and loses one. Doesn’t she light a lamp,
sweep the house and search carefully until she finds it? 9 And when she finds it, she
calls her friends and neighbors together and says, ‘Rejoice with me; I have found my
lost coin.” 10 In the same way, I tell you, there is rejoicing in the presence of the angels of
God over one sinner who repents.” (NIV)

M: This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise be to you, O Christ!

Be Seated



Hymn of the Day Jesus Sinners Does Receive CW 304
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2 We de - serve but grief and shame, Yet his words, rich
3 Sheep that from the fold did stray Are  not by the
4 Come, O sin - ners, one and all, Come, ac - cept his
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say - ing pon - der Who in sin’s de - lu - sions live
grace re - veal - ing, Par - don, peace, and life pro - claim;
Lord for - sak - en; Wea - ry souls who lost their way

in - vi - ta - tionn Come, o - bey his  gra - cious call;
tent con - fes - sion. Sav - ior, show me mer - cy, too;
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And from God and heav - en wan - der. Here is hope

Here their ills have per - fect heal - ing Who with hum -

Are by Christ, the shep - herd, tak - en In his arms

Come and take his free sal - va - tionl Firm-ly in

Grant for  all my  sins re - mis - sion. Let these words
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for all  who grieve—  Je - sus sin - ners does re - ceive.
ble  hearts be - lieve— Je - sus sin - ners does re - ceive.
that  they may live— Je - sus sin - ners does re - ceive.
these words be - lieve— Je - sus sin - ners does re - ceive.
my soul re - ceive— Je - sus sin - ners does re - ceive.
6 Oh, how blest it is to know, 7 Jesus sinners does receive.
Were as scarlet my transgression, Even I have been forgiven.
It shall be as white as snow And when I this earth must leave,
By your blood and bitter passion, I shall find an open heaven.
For these words I do believe— Dying, still to him I cleave —
Jesus sinners does receive. Jesus sinners does receive.

Text: Erdmann Neumeister, 1671-1756, abr.; tr. composite.
Tune: MEINEN JESUM LASS ICH NICHT (78 78 77) Newu-verfertigtes Darmstidtisches Gesang-Buch, Darmstadt,
1699, alt.

Sermon Which Is It? Muttering or Rejoicing? Luke 15:1-10
Stand



Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth,
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy

Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died,
and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Father
almighty. From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

Prayer of the Church

M:

Eternal God and Father, we give you thanks for the blessings we share as members of
your holy Church, for your gracious Word and sacraments, for opportunities to worship
and to grow in faith and knowledge, for occasions to serve and be served, for fellowship
with believers in our congregation and in our synod.

C: Help us to rejoice in these blessings, dear Lord, and to use them faithfully.

M: Jesus Christ, Lord of the Church, you give grace to your people by calling us to be your
witnesses in the world. Open our eyes to see the great and noble mission that lies before
us. In the hurting eyes of the lonely, in the pained eyes of the sick, and in the searching
eyes of the lost, help us to see your face, O Jesus, and to serve others as we would serve
you.

C: Awaken us to the opportunities you give to proclaim your message of love.

M: Holy Spirit, giver of life, through Word and sacrament bestow on us the wisdom and
power we need to witness clearly and to act boldly. Help us to speak the truth in love, to
give the reason for the hope we have, and to conduct ourselves with gentleness and
respect.

C: Set our hearts on fire as we work and witness for Christ.

M: Hear us, Lord, as we pray for a family member, an acquaintance, a neighbor, or a friend
who does not believe in you, or whose faith is weak or troubled.

Silent prayer.

M: Bless the Church with men and women who are willing to proclaim your Word in places
where we cannot go. Keep them and their loved ones in your care, and let nothing
hinder their work. By the power of the gospel, restore their spirits each day, so that they
do not lose heart as they serve us and others.

C: Move us to support them with our sincere prayers and generous offerings.

Special prayers and intercessions may follow.

M: Wherever your Word is proclaimed, O Lord, grant it success. Let your kingdom come to
us and others, so that we and many more might join the assembly of saints and angels
to sing your praise forever.

C: Savior of all, hear our prayer and help us in our mission. Amen.



Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy
will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

M: O Lord God, our heavenly Father, pour out the Holy Spirit on your faithful people. Keep
us strong in your grace and truth, protect and comfort us in all temptation, and bestow
on us your saving peace, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C: Amen

Benediction
M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another.
Serve the Lord with gladness.
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace.

C: Amen
Be Seated
Hymn All Glory Be to God on High CW 263:3
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Text: Nikolaus Decius, ¢. 1485-after 1546, abr., st. 1-3; Mark A. Jeske, b. 1952, st. 4; tr. Catherine Winkworth,
1827-78, st. 1-3, alt.
St. 4 © 1993 Mark A. Jeske. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Tune: ALLEIN GOTT IN DER HOH SEI EHR (87 87 887) attr. Nikolaus Decius, c. 1485-after 1546, alt.
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