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1st Sunday after Christmas Dec. 29, 2022 & Jan. 1, 2023 
 

God cares for his sons. He cared for his son, the nation of Israel—though they were 

rebellious. He cared for his Son, Jesus—though Herod raged against him. He even cares 

for his newly adopted sons—though we do not deserve it. God cared for us by sending his 

Son to deliver us from the corruption of sin and transform us into sons just like Jesus. 

That work of Christ gives us peace that only sons can have. 
 

Opening Hymn Come, Your Hearts and Voices Raising CW 42 

 
 

Stand 
 

M: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the 

fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you. 

C: And also with you. 
 

 

CONFESSION OF SINS 
 

M: We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love 

and serve him as his dear children. But we have disobeyed him 

and deserve only his wrath and punishment. Therefore, let us 

confess our sins to him and plead for his mercy. 
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Our mission is to 

Glorify God 
as we  

Gather  
around the Gospel 

to help people 

Grow 
in the Gospel 

and 

Go 
with the Gospel 

 

Welcome! We thank 

God that you have 

joined us at worship 

today.  

 Restrooms are 

located in the 

basement. Hearing 

loop headphones and 

Large Print Hymnals 

are available from an 

usher. 

 If your children need 

to leave worship, 

please take them to 

the basement. A TV 

broadcasts the service 

in the basement. 

Today we gather 

together in the 

presence of God. He is 

present among us in a 

special way through his 

Word and Sacrament. 

We acknowledge our 

sin and rejoice in the 

good news of 

forgiveness through 

the life and death of 

Christ. This is the focus 

of our worship. 
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C: Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth. In countless 

ways I have sinned against you and do not deserve to be called your child. 

But trusting in Jesus, my Savior, I pray: Have mercy on me according to 

your unfailing love. Cleanse me from my sin, and take away my guilt. 
 

M: God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the perfect life and 

innocent death of our Lord Jesus Christ, he has removed your guilt forever. You are 

his own dear child. May God give you strength to live according to his will. 
 

C: Amen. 
 

 

PRAYER AND PRAISE 
 

M: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord. 
 

Oh, Taste and See 

 

 

 

Prayer of the Day  
M: Let us pray. 
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 Almighty God, in mercy you sent your one and only Son to take upon himself our 

human nature. By his gracious coming deliver us from the corruption of our sin and 

transform us into the likeness of his glory; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives 

and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen 

Be Seated 

THE WORD 
 

First Lesson Hosea 11:1-7 
God had made a son for himself in the nation of Israel, but they turned away from God again and again. God had 

cared for his son by healing him and teaching him and feeding him, but Israel failed to recognize his care. The 

Father kept calling, but the son turned further and further away. To his rebellious son, Israel, God said, “I love you, 

but I will judge you.” That judgment on Israel certainly came. But God had not stopped caring for his sons. God 

sent his Son to be the son Israel should have been so that his repentant children might be his sons again. 

11 “When Israel was a child, I loved him, 

    and out of Egypt I called my son. 
2 But the more they were called, 

    the more they went away from me. 

 They sacrificed to the Baals 

    and they burned incense to images. 
3 It was I who taught Ephraim to walk, 

    taking them by the arms; 

but they did not realize 

    it was I who healed them. 
4 I led them with cords of human kindness, 

    with ties of love. 

To them I was like one who lifts 

    a little child to the cheek, 

    and I bent down to feed them. 
5 “Will they not return to Egypt 

    and will not Assyria rule over them 

    because they refuse to repent? 
6 A sword will flash in their cities; 

    it will devour their false prophets 

    and put an end to their plans. 
7 My people are determined to turn from me. 

    Even though they call me God Most High, 

    I will by no means exalt them. (NIV) 
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Psalm of the Day Psalm 2 CW 

 

Why do the nations conspire* 

and the peoples plot in vain? 
 

The kings of the earth take their stand and the rulers 

gather together against the LORD* 

and against his Anointed One. 
 

Refrain 
 

The One enthroned in heaven laughs;* 

the Lord scoffs at them. 
 

Then he rebukes them in his anger 

and terrifies them in his wrath, saying,* 

“I have installed my King on Zion, my holy hill.” 
 

I will proclaim the decree of the LORD:* 

He said to me, “You are my Son; 

today I have become your Father.” 
 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son* 

and to the Holy Spirit, 

as it was in the beginning,* 

is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
 

Refrain 
 

Refrain Tune: Kermit G. Moldenhauer. © 1993 Kermit G. Moldenhauer (admin. Northwestern Publishing House). 

All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

 

Second Lesson Galatians 4:4-7 
God’s care for his sons meant preparing the world for the coming of Christ. The common language of Greek, the 

peace of the Roman Empire, the ability to travel, the dispersion of the Jews throughout the world—all these served 

to help the message of Jesus spread. But even more, the time was right for God to fulfill every prophetic promise 
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to care for his children. He commissioned his own Son to become the God-man who subjected himself to law so 

that everyone under sin’s curse might be bought back. The Incarnation of God meant that children of wrath could 

become the sons of God, and Pentecost proves our adoption as sons. The Spirit that cries, “Abba, Father,” also 

testifies to our freedom from sin and our new status as heirs of God’s kingdom. 

4 But when the set time had fully come, God sent his Son, born of a woman, born under 

the law, 5 to redeem those under the law, that we might receive adoption to sonship. 
6 Because you are his sons, God sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, the Spirit who 

calls out, “Abba, Father.” 7 So you are no longer a slave, but God’s child; and since you are 

his child, God has made you also an heir. (NIV) 

 

Verse of the Day 
M: Alleluia. Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts. Alleluia. (Colossians 3:15a) 

Stand 

Gospel  Matthew 2:13-15,19-23 
In the parable of the minas, the king returns, calling on his servants to give an account. Our King will return to 

judge. Those who opposed him and wasted the gifts he has given will have to give an account. All that awaits 

them is eternal death. But we will stand before the King with all confidence. For our account will be marked by the 

perfection of Christ and the power of the Spirit to be faithful stewards. In words of grace we will hear, “Well done, 

good and faithful servant.” 

13 When they had gone, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream. “Get up,” he 

said, “take the child and his mother and escape to Egypt. Stay there until I tell you, for 

Herod is going to search for the child to kill him.” 
14 So he got up, took the child and his mother during the night and left for Egypt, 

15 where he stayed until the death of Herod. And so was fulfilled what the Lord had said 

through the prophet: “Out of Egypt I called my son.”[Hosea 11:1] 
16 When Herod realized that he had been outwitted by the Magi, he was furious, and he 

gave orders to kill all the boys in Bethlehem and its vicinity who were two years old and 

under, in accordance with the time he had learned from the Magi. 17 Then what was said 

through the prophet Jeremiah was fulfilled: 
18 “A voice is heard in Ramah, 

    weeping and great mourning, 

Rachel weeping for her children 

    and refusing to be comforted, 

    because they are no more.”[Jer 31:15] 
19 After Herod died, an angel of the Lord appeared in a dream to Joseph in Egypt 20 and 

said, “Get up, take the child and his mother and go to the land of Israel, for those who were 

trying to take the child’s life are dead.” 
21 So he got up, took the child and his mother and went to the land of Israel. 22 But when 

he heard that Archelaus was reigning in Judea in place of his father Herod, he was afraid to 

go there. Having been warned in a dream, he withdrew to the district of Galilee, 23 and he 

went and lived in a town called Nazareth. So was fulfilled what was said through the 

prophets, that he would be called a Nazarene. (NIV) 
 

M: This is the Gospel of the Lord.  
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C: Praise be to you, O Christ! 
 

Be Seated 
 

Hymn of the Day Let All Together Praise Our God CW 41 

 
 

Sermon Realize Who Healed You Hosea 11:1-7 

 

Stand 
 

Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth,  

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the 

Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 

crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day he 
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rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the 

right hand of God the Father almighty. From there he will come to judge 

the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of 

saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 

everlasting. Amen. 
 

Offering 

 

Prayer of the Church 

 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 

bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 

against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 

thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
 

M: O Lord God, our heavenly Father, pour out the Holy Spirit on your faithful people. 

Keep us strong in your grace and truth, protect and comfort us in all temptation, 

and bestow on us your saving peace, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen 
 

Benediction 
M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another.  

 Serve the Lord with gladness. 

 The Lord bless you and keep you. 

 The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

 The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace. 

C: Amen 
 

Be Seated 
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Hymn  A Great and Mighty Wonder CW 36:4-5 
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