
 July 4 & 7, 2024 
7th Sunday after Pentecost  

 

 
 

Not Glee and Gratitude,  

but Rejection and Resentment 
 

 

If ministry involves serving others with love and compassion, you would think 

that people would respond only with glee and gratitude for the help they 

received. Sometimes, but not always. If you offer to help a family member 

who is having trouble paying his bills, he might be offended, wondering if you 

are implying that he is not a good provider. Likewise, if you try and share the 

gospel with someone, he might resent the message that he is a sinner in 

need of salvation. You are trying to minister to this man’s greatest need. 

Your intentions are loving. Yet he responds with rejection and resentment.  

 

When our ministry efforts are met not with glee and gratitude but rejection 

and resentment, we are in good company. The prophets, apostles, and even 

Jesus himself all had those who responded negatively to their ministries. 

When that happens to us, it doesn’t mean our ministry is no longer 

meaningful. For if others do not appreciate our efforts to serve them, God 

still appreciates our efforts to serve him. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Wisconsin Evangelical 

Lutheran Synod 
 
 

Our mission is to 

Glorify God 
as we  

Gather  
around the Gospel 

to help people 

Grow 
in the Gospel 

and 

Go 
with the Gospel 

 

Welcome! We thank 

God that you have 

joined us at worship 

today.  

 Restrooms are 

located in the 

basement. Hearing 

loop headphones and 

Large Print Hymnals 

are available from an 

usher. 

 If your children need 

to leave worship, 

please take them to 

the basement. A TV 

broadcasts the service 

in the basement. 

Today we gather 

together in the 

presence of God. He is 

present among us in a 

special way through 

his Word and 

Sacrament. We 

acknowledge our sin 

and rejoice in the good 

news of forgiveness 

through the life and 

death of Christ. This is 

the focus of our 

worship. 
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Opening Hymn Preach You the Word CW 544 

 

 

 

 

Stand 

 

M: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 
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CONFESSION OF SINS 
 

M: Dear friends, let us approach God with a true heart and confess our sins, asking 

him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to forgive us. 

C: Lord of life, I confess that I am by nature dead in sin.  

  For faithless worrying and selfish pride, 

  For sins of habit and sins of choice, 

  For the evil I have done and the good I have failed to do, 

 You should cast me away from your presence forever.  

 O Lord, I am sorry for my sins, Forgive me, for Jesus’ sake. 

 
Absolution (pronouncement of forgiveness) 

M: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. In his great mercy, God 

made us alive in Christ even when we were dead in our sins. Hear the word of 

Christ through his called servant: I forgive you all your sins in the name of the 

Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 
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PRAYER AND PRAISE 
 

M: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord. 

 

Oh, Taste and See 

 

 
 
 

Prayer of the Day  
M: Let us pray. 
 

 God of all power and might, you are the giver of all that is good.  Help us love you 

with all our heart, strengthen us in true faith, provide us with all we need, and keep 

us safe in your care; through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns 

with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 
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THE WORD 

 

First Lesson Ezekiel 2:1-7 
The LORD sends Ezekiel to prophesy to the Israelites, knowing that most will not be grateful for the prophet’s 

message but resentful. 

1 He said to me, “Son of man,[a] stand up on your feet and I will speak to you.” 2 As 

he spoke, the Spirit came into me and raised me to my feet, and I heard him speaking 

to me. 
3 He said: “Son of man, I am sending you to the Israelites, to a rebellious nation that 

has rebelled against me; they and their ancestors have been in revolt against me to this 

very day. 4 The people to whom I am sending you are obstinate and stubborn. Say to 

them, ‘This is what the Sovereign Lord says.’ 5 And whether they listen or fail to listen—

for they are a rebellious people—they will know that a prophet has been among 

them. 6 And you, son of man, do not be afraid of them or their words. Do not be afraid, 

though briers and thorns are all around you and you live among scorpions. Do not be 

afraid of what they say or be terrified by them, though they are a rebellious people. 7 You 

must speak my words to them, whether they listen or fail to listen, for they are 

rebellious.  (NIV) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=ezekiel+2&version=NIV#fen-NIV-20494a


6 

 

 

Psalm of the Day Psalm 143 CW 
 

 

O LORD, hear my prayer, listen to my cry for mercy;* 

in your faithfulness and righteousness come to my relief. 
 

Do not bring your servant into judgment,* 

      for no one living is righteous before you. 

 

My spirit grows faint within me;* 

      my heart within me is dismayed. 

 
 

Refrain 

 

Answer me quickly, O LORD;* 

do not hide your face from me. 

 

Let the morning bring me word of your unfailing love,* 

for I have put my trust in you. 

 

Teach me to do your will, for you are my God;* 

may your good Spirit lead me on level ground. 
 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son* 

and to the Holy Spirit, 

as it was in the beginning,* 

is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
 

Refrain 
 

Refrain Tune: Richard Proulx. © 1986 GIA Publications, Inc., Chicago, IL, www.giamusic.com.  

All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

 

 
 

 

http://www.giamusic.com/
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Second Lesson 2 Timothy 2:1-13 
St. Paul’s ministry resulted in him being chained like a criminal. Yet God’s Word cannot be chained.   

1 You then, my son, be strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus. 2 And the things 

you have heard me say in the presence of many witnesses entrust to reliable people who 

will also be qualified to teach others. 3 Join with me in suffering, like a good soldier of 

Christ Jesus. 4 No one serving as a soldier gets entangled in civilian affairs, but rather 

tries to please his commanding officer. 5 Similarly, anyone who competes as an athlete 

does not receive the victor’s crown except by competing according to the rules. 6 The 

hardworking farmer should be the first to receive a share of the crops. 7 Reflect on what 

I am saying, for the Lord will give you insight into all this. 
8 Remember Jesus Christ, raised from the dead, descended from David. This is my 

gospel, 9 for which I am suffering even to the point of being chained like a criminal. But 

God’s word is not chained. 10 Therefore I endure everything for the sake of the 

elect, that they too may obtain the salvation that is in Christ Jesus, with eternal glory. 
11 Here is a trustworthy saying: 

If we died with him, 

    we will also live with him; 
12 if we endure, 

    we will also reign with him. 

If we disown him, 

    he will also disown us; 
13 if we are faithless, 

    he remains faithful, 

    for he cannot disown himself.  (NIV) 

 

Verse of the Day 

M: Alleluia.  Happy are they who hear the Word, hold it fast in an honest and good 

heart, and bring forth fruit with patience.  Alleluia.  (Luke 8:15 cf. RSV) 
 

 

Stand 
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Gospel  Mark 6:1-6 
Many in Jesus’ hometown rejected his ministry. 

1 Jesus left there and went to his hometown, accompanied by his disciples. 2 When 

the Sabbath came, he began to teach in the synagogue, and many who heard him were 

amazed. 

“Where did this man get these things?” they asked. “What’s this wisdom that has 

been given him? What are these remarkable miracles he is performing? 3 Isn’t this the 

carpenter? Isn’t this Mary’s son and the brother of James, Joseph,[a] Judas and 

Simon? Aren’t his sisters here with us?” And they took offense at him. 
4 Jesus said to them, “A prophet is not without honor except in his own town, among 

his relatives and in his own home.” 5 He could not do any miracles there, except lay his 

hands on a few sick people and heal them. 6 He was amazed at their lack of faith. (NIV) 
 

M: This is the Gospel of the Lord.  

C: Praise be to you, O Christ! 

 

Be Seated 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=mark+6&version=NIV#fen-NIV-24411a
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Hymn of the Day God Has Spoken by His Prophets CW 281 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Sermon  Mark 6:1-6 
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Stand 

 

Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty,  

  maker of heaven and earth,  

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

  born of the virgin Mary,  

  suffered under Pontius Pilate,  

  was crucified, died, and was buried.  

 He descended into hell.  

 The third day he rose again from the dead.  

 He ascended into heaven  

  and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.  

 From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit,  

  the holy Christian Church,  

   the communion of saints,  

  the forgiveness of sins,  

  the resurrection of the body,  

  and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

 

Be Seated 

 

Offering 
 

 
Stand 

 

Prayer of the Church  
 

 

Lord’s Prayer  . 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 

bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 

against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 

thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Please sign the friendship register located in your pew. 
 

Guests please don’t feel a necessity to give an offering today. “Each of you should 

give what you have decided in your heart to give, not reluctantly or under 

compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver” (2 Corinthians 9:7). 
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M: O Lord God, our heavenly Father, pour out the Holy Spirit on your faithful people. 

Keep us strong in your grace and truth, protect and comfort us in all temptation, 

and bestow on us your saving peace, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen 

 

Benediction 

M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another.  

 Serve the Lord with gladness. 

 The Lord bless you and keep you. 

 The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

 The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace. 

C: Amen. 
 

Be Seated 

 

 

Closing Hymn God Bless Our Native Land CW 619 
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Service of Word  © 1993 Northwestern Publishing House. All rights reserved.  OneLicense.net License #A-725297 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Questions/Comments about Zion? Contact: 

Pastor James Enderle mobile: 949-1038; email: james.enderle@mzls.org 

President: Randy Loppnow  864-7584;       randyloppnow@yahoo.com 

School Board: Kurt Heling (920) 378-4716;                  KHQH@new.rr.com 

Principal: Jacob Geidel  (262) 353-2859;              jacob.geidel@mzls.org 
 

School Faculty: Hillary Geidel, Brenda Kuchenbecker, Michaela Hagenow, Katie Muchka, Jacob Geidel 

Website: www.mzluth.org Synod : www.wels.net 

Custodians: Ron and Cindy Beyer  864-7427 Abbey Ossmann   203-8627 

Secretary: Nancy Pantzlaff    470-7334 

Church and School Office: 864-2349 Church and Parsonage: 864-2348 

 

Wisconsin Lutheran Child and Family Service Appleton (WELS counseling) 

Kathleen Jasman 731-9798 

Living Hope Counseling Ministries De Pere (WELS counseling) 

Dr. John Johnson, Director,  338-8699 


