
September 5 & 8, 2024 
16th Sunday after Pentecost 

 

 
 

Followers of Christ See 

The True Purpose of His Power 
 

 

Power is neither inherently good nor bad. Fire is powerful. The chef uses fire 

to create meals. But the arsonist uses fire to destroy homes. Nuclear fission 

is a powerful force. The engineer harnesses it, producing abundant 

electricity. The tyrant harnesses it, threating others with nuclear weapons. 

What matters is the purpose of the one who has that power.  

 

Jesus has limitless power, as the numerous accounts of his miracles 

demonstrate. Those who witnessed those miracles understood that Jesus 

used his power for good. That doesn’t mean they all understood Jesus’ _true 

purpose. Some thought Jesus’ purpose was to make this temporal life better. 

And while Jesus did that at times, his ultimate purpose was to save us from 

sin and give us the gift of eternal life. Followers of Christ see the true 

purpose of his power. 

 

 
Because God speaks of communing together as an expression of unity in faith         

(1 Corinthians 10:17) and warns there are dangers in taking communion in an 

improper way (1 Corinthians 11:27-29), we practice close communion. WELS, ELS, 

and members of other churches around the world who are in fellowship with WELS 

are welcome to commune with us. If you would like to learn more about becoming a 

member and communing with us in the future, please speak to pastor or an usher.  

 

 
 

Wisconsin Evangelical 

Lutheran Synod 
 
 

Our mission is to 

Glorify God 
as we  

Gather  
around the Gospel 

to help people 

Grow 
in the Gospel 

and 

Go 
with the Gospel 

 

Welcome! We thank 

God that you have 

joined us at worship 

today.  

 Restrooms are 

located in the 

basement. Hearing 

loop headphones and 

Large Print Hymnals 

are available from an 

usher. 

 If your children need 

to leave worship, 

please take them to 

the basement. A TV 

broadcasts the service 

in the basement. 

Today we gather 

together in the 

presence of God. He is 

present among us in a 

special way through 

his Word and 

Sacrament. We 

acknowledge our sin 

and rejoice in the good 

news of forgiveness 

through the life and 

death of Christ. This is 

the focus of our 

worship. 
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Opening Hymn                                   All Who Believe and Are Baptized CW 692 

 

 

 

 
Text: tr. George A. T. Rygh, 1860–1942, alt.; Thomas H. Kingo, 1634–1703 
Tune: Etlich Cristlich lider, Wittenberg, 1524 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Stand 
 

M: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 
 

BAPTISMAL CONFESSION OF SINS AND ABSOLUTION (Pg. 261) 

M: Savior Jesus Christ commanded Baptism when he said, “All authority in heaven 

and on earth has been given to me. Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, 

baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and 

teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you 

always, to the very end of the age.” 
 

 All of us are born into this world with a deep need for Baptism. From our parents 

we inherit a sinful nature; we are without true fear of God and true faith in God and 

are condemned to eternal death. But while we were still sinners, Christ died for us. 

He took away our sin by giving his life on the cross. In Baptism, he clothes us with 

the robe of his righteousness and gives us a new life. We recall what Baptism means 

for our daily lives: 
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 C: Baptism means that the sinful nature in us  

  should be drowned by daily sorrow and repentance,  

  and that all its evil deeds and desires be put to death.  

 It also means that a new person should daily arise  

  to live before God in righteousness and purity forever. 
  

M:  As baptized children of God, we confess our sins: 

C:  Holy God, gracious Father,  

    I am sinful by nature  

        and have sinned against you in my thoughts, words, and actions.  

    I have not loved you with my whole heart;  

    I have not loved others as I should.  

        I deserve your punishment both now and forever.  

    But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins  

        with his innocent suffering and death.  

    Trusting in him, I pray: God, have mercy on me, a sinner. 

 

Silence for meditation and reflection 

 

M:  God saved us through the washing of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit and 

united us to the death and resurrection of Jesus. Every day God forgives your sins, 

removes your guilt, and strengthens you to defeat Satan’s power. His promise is for 

you and your children, and he will never forsake you. Your sins are forgiven. You 

are clothed with Christ. You are at peace with God now and forever. 

C: Amen. 
 

Sunday 10:30 am only – Thursday and Sunday 8:00 am service continues with the Hymn of Praise p. 5 
 

THE RITE OF HOLY BAPTISM (Pg. 262) 
 

M:  Christ’s almighty Word gives Baptism its power to save. Jesus promises in the last 

chapter of Mark, “Whoever believes and is baptized will be saved.” The apostle 

Peter declares, “Baptism now saves you.” Scripture also teaches that the power and 

promise of Baptism are intended for young and old alike. On the day of Pentecost, 

the apostle testified, “The promise is for you and your children and for all who are 

far off—for all whom the Lord our God will call.” By water and the Spirit, we are 

born again and are united with Christ and his people as members of the Church. 

 

  Let us pray: We give you thanks, almighty God, for your acts of deliverance, your 

gift of salvation, and the power to live a new life through your Holy Spirit. 

Especially this day, we praise you for the waters of Holy Baptism, through which 
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your children are buried with Christ into his death and share in his glorious 

resurrection. 

 

  Holding firmly to your command and promise, we ask that you would look with 

favor on Morgan. Through this water of Baptism, cleanse her from all sin and 

deliver her from death and the devil. Set her apart from the unbelieving world and, 

by the power of the Holy Spirit, keep her in the true Christian faith all the days of 

her life. Guide, strengthen, and protect her so that she may honor your holy name 

and at last receive, together with all your people, the promised inheritance of 

eternal life, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C: Amen. 
 

M:  In the Gospel of Mark, it is written: 

  

 People were bringing little children to Jesus for him to place his hands on them, but 

the disciples rebuked them. When Jesus saw this, he was indignant. He said to 

them, “Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder them, for the kingdom 

of God belongs to such as these. Truly I tell you, anyone who will not receive the 

kingdom of God like a little child will never enter it.” And he took the children in his 

arms, placed his hands on them and blessed them. 

 

 Morgan Charlene Dahlke, I baptize you in the name of the Father and of the Son 

and of the Holy Spirit. 

 Receive the sign of the cross from the head to the heart T to mark you as a redeemed 

child of Christ. 

 The almighty God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ has given you the new birth 

of water and the Spirit and has forgiven all your sins. May he strengthen you with 

his grace all the days of your life. Peace be with you. 
 

EXHORTATION 
 

M: Brothers and sisters in Christ: 
  

 Our Lord commands that we teach his precious truths to all who are baptized. 

Christian love therefore urges all of us, especially parents and sponsors, to assist 

in whatever manner possible so that Morgan may remain a child of God until 

death. If you are willing to carry out this responsibility, then answer: Yes, as God 

gives me strength. 
 

C: Yes, as God gives me strength. 
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M: Let us pray: We give thanks, most merciful Father, that you have received Morgan 

as your own child and made her a member of Christ’s body, the church. Now, we 

pray, grant to her and to all your church on earth that, being dead to sin, we may 

live to righteousness and, being buried with Christ into his death, we may also 

share in his resurrection, so that, with all your saints, we may inherit eternal life; 

through Christ our Lord. 

C: Amen. 

 
Thursday and Sunday 8:00 am service continue here 
 

PRAYER AND PRAISE 
 

M: The works of the Lord are great and glorious; his name is worthy of praise. 

 

Hymn   My Song Is Love Unknown CW 397:1,7 
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Prayer of the Day  
M: Let us pray. 
 

 O God, you reveal your mighty power chiefly in showing mercy and kindness. Grant 

us the full measure of your grace that we may obtain your promises and become 

partakers of your heavenly glory; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who 

lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

 
Be Seated 

 

 

THE WORD 

First Lesson Isaiah 35:4–7a 
Through the prophet Isaiah God promised that he would come, making the blind see and the lame leap. But the 

ultimate purpose of his coming was to save us. 

4say to those with fearful hearts, 

 “Be strong, do not fear; 

your God will come, 

 he will come with vengeance; 

with divine retribution 

 he will come to save you.” 

5Then will the eyes of the blind be opened 

 and the ears of the deaf unstopped. 
6Then will the lame leap like a deer, 

 and the mute tongue shout for joy. 

Water will gush forth in the wilderness 

 and streams in the desert. 
7The burning sand will become a pool, 

 the thirsty ground bubbling springs. (NIV) 
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Psalm of the Day  I Will Praise the Lord All My Life Psalm 146a CW 

 

 

 

 
  

I will praise the LORD / all my life; 

   I will sing praise to my God as long / as I live. 

Do not put your trust in / princes, 

   in human beings, who / cannot save. 

Blessed are those whose help is the God of / Jacob, 

   whose hope is in the / LORD their God.    Refrain 

  

He upholds the cause of / the oppressed 

   and gives food to the / hungry. 

The LORD sets / pris’ners free, 

   the LORD gives sight / to the blind. 

The LORD reigns for- / ever, 

   your God, O Zion, for all generations. / Praise the LORD. 

Glory be to the Father and / to the Son 

   and to the Holy / Spirit, 

as it was in the be- / ginning, 

   is now, and will be forever. / Amen.    Refrain 

Tune: Henry V. Gerike 
Setting: Henry V. Gerike 
Music: © 2002 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: License no. 130522915 
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Second Lesson Acts 3:1-10 
Christ gave his follower Peter the power to heal a man who was lame from birth. When healed, the man does not 

go first to family and friends but to the temple to praise God. 

1One day Peter and John were going up to the temple at the time of prayer—at 

three in the afternoon. 2Now a man who was lame from birth was being carried to the 

temple gate called Beautiful, where he was put every day to beg from those going into 

the temple courts. 3When he saw Peter and John about to enter, he asked them for 

money. 4Peter looked straight at him, as did John. Then Peter said, “Look at us!” 5So 

the man gave them his attention, expecting to get something from them. 
6Then Peter said, “Silver or gold I do not have, but what I do have I give you. In the 

name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, walk.” 7Taking him by the right hand, he helped him 

up, and instantly the man’s feet and ankles became strong. 8He jumped to his feet and 

began to walk. Then he went with them into the temple courts, walking and jumping, 

and praising God. 9When all the people saw him walking and praising God, 10they 

recognized him as the same man who used to sit begging at the temple gate called 

Beautiful, and they were filled with wonder and amazement at what had happened to 

him. (NIV) 

 

Verse of the Day 
M: Alleluia. Surely this is our God; we trusted in him, and he saved us. Let us rejoice 

and be glad in his salvation. Alleluia. (Isaiah 25:9 NIV) 
  

Stand 
 

Gospel  Mark 7:31-37 
Jesus uses his power not to elicit praise from the crowd but to demonstrate his love for a man who was deaf and 

mute. 

31Then Jesus left the vicinity of Tyre and went through Sidon, down to the Sea of 

Galilee and into the region of the Decapolis. 32There some people brought to him a man 

who was deaf and could hardly talk, and they begged Jesus to place his hand on him. 
33After he took him aside, away from the crowd, Jesus put his fingers into the man’s 

ears. Then he spit and touched the man’s tongue. 34He looked up to heaven and with a 

deep sigh said to him, “Ephphatha!” (which means “Be opened!”). 35At this, the man’s 

ears were opened, his tongue was loosened and he began to speak plainly. 
36Jesus commanded them not to tell anyone. But the more he did so, the more they 

kept talking about it. 37People were overwhelmed with amazement. “He has done 

everything well,” they said. “He even makes the deaf hear and the mute speak.” (NIV) 
 

M: This is the Gospel of the Lord.  

C: Praise be to you, O Christ! 
 

Be Seated 
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Hymn of the Day  Your Hand, O Lord, in Days of Old CW 769 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Edward H. Plumptre, 1821–1891, alt. 
Tune: William Croft, 1678–1727 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Sermon  Mark 7:31-37 
 

Stand 
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Nicene Creed 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all 

that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of 

the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, 

not made, of one being with the Father. Through him all things were made. For 

us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy 

Spirit and the virgin Mary, and became fully human. For our sake he was 

crucified under Pontius Pilate. He suffered death and was buried. On the third 

day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. He ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to 

judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the 

Father and the Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshipped 

and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy 

Christian and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the 

forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the 

world to come. Amen. 
 

Be Seated 

 

Offering 
 

Stand 
  

Prayer of the Church  
 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 

will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 

forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead 

us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and 

the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

THE SACRAMENT 
 

M: The Lord be with you. 

C: And also with you. 

 

M: Lift up your hearts. 

C: We lift them up to the Lord. 

 

M: Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God. 

C: It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

Please sign the friendship register located in your pew. 
 

Guests please don’t feel a necessity to give an offering today. “Each of you 

should give what you have decided in your heart to give, not reluctantly or 

under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver” (2 Corinthians 9:7). 
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Proper Preface 
M: Praise to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In love he has blessed us with 

every spiritual blessing. He sends the Holy Spirit to testify that we are his children and 

to strengthen us when we are weak. Now have come the salvation and the power and 

the kingdom of our God and the authority of his Christ. To him who sits on the throne 

and to the Lamb be praise and thanks and honor and glory for ever and ever. 

 

Holy, Holy, Holy  
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Words of Institution 
M: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had 

given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my 

body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 

 Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them saying, “Drink from it, all of 

you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the 

forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 
 

M: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C: Amen. 
 

 

O Christ, Lamb of God  

 

Be Seated 

 

Distribution 
Because God speaks of communing together as an expression of unity in faith (1 Corinthians 10:17) and warns 

there are dangers in taking communion in an improper way (1 Corinthians 11:27-29), we practice close 

communion. WELS, ELS, and members of other churches around the world who are in fellowship with WELS are 

welcome to commune with us. If you would like to learn more about becoming a member and communing with us 

in the future, please speak to pastor or an usher. 
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Hymn   Word of God, Come Down on Earth CW 537 

 

 

 

 
Text: James Quinn, SJ, 1919–2010 
Tune: Johann R. Ahle, 1625–1673, alt. 
Text: © 1969 James Quinn, SJ, admin. OCP Publications. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 725297 
Tune: Public domain 
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Distribution Hymn My Song Is Love Unknown CW 397:2–6 

 

 

 

 
Text: Samuel Crossman, c. 1624–1683, alt. 
Tune: John N. Ireland, 1879–1962 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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Stand 

 

Thank The Lord  

 
 

 

M: Hear the prayers of your people, O Lord, that the lips which have praised you here may 

glorify you in the world, that the eyes which have seen the coming of your Son, may 

long for his coming again, and that all who have received in his true body and blood the 

pledge of your forgiveness may be restored to live a new and holy life, through Jesus 

Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

C: Amen. 

 

Benediction 
M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another.  

 Serve the Lord with gladness. 
 

 The Lord bless you and keep you. 

 The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

 The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace. 
 

C: Amen. 
 

Be Seated 
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Closing Hymn Amazing Grace CW 576 

 

 

 
Text (sts. 1–3): John Newton, 1725–1807, alt.; (st. 4): A Collection of Sacred Ballads, Richmond, 1790 
Tune: Columbian Harmony, Cincinnati, 1829, ed. Benjamin Shaw; ed. Charles H. Spilman 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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