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2nd Sunday of Endtimes 

 

 
 

Live a Life of Startling Generosity 

 
 

 

Perhaps you have heard the axiom, “Eat, drink, and be merry, for tomorrow 

we die.” In other words, while you still can, use what you have in order to 

enjoy life to the fullest. If this life is all there is, St. Paul agrees that would be 

a good philosophy. Paul wrote, “If the dead are not raised, ‘Let us eat and 

drink, for tomorrow we die’” (1 Corinthians 15:32). However, note the “if.” 

Paul was saying that the epicurean approach to life makes sense only if this 

life is all we have. But it isn’t. Jesus will raise us from the dead and take us 

to live in his home, a place of perfect comfort and beauty. Knowing that, we 

are set free from the need to live a self-indulgent life now. Instead, we can 

be generous people, using the wealth that God has given us to serve both 

him and others. We can live a life of startling generosity. 

 

 
 

Because God speaks of communing together as an expression of unity in faith and 

warns us against the dangers of not understanding what communion is, we practice 

close communion. WELS, ELS, and members of other churches around the world 

who are in fellowship with WELS are welcome to commune with us. If you would like 

to learn more about becoming a member and communing with us in the future, 

please contact pastor.  

 

 

 

 
 

Wisconsin Evangelical 

Lutheran Synod 
 
 

Our mission is to 

Glorify God 
as we  

Gather  
around the Gospel 

to help people 

Grow 
in the Gospel 

and 

Go 
with the Gospel 

 

Welcome! We thank 

God that you have 

joined us at worship 

today.  

 Restrooms are 

located in the 

basement. Hearing 

loop headphones and 

Large Print Hymnals 

are available from an 

usher. 

 If your children need 

to leave worship, 

please take them to 

the basement. A TV 

broadcasts the service 

in the basement. 

Today we gather 

together in the 

presence of God. He is 

present among us in a 

special way through 

his Word and 

Sacrament. We 

acknowledge our sin 

and rejoice in the good 

news of forgiveness 

through the life and 

death of Christ. This is 

the focus of our 

worship. 
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Opening Hymn  Take My Life and Let It Be CW 695:1-4 

 

 
Text: Frances R. Havergal, 1836–1879 
Tune: William H. Havergal, 1793–1870 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Stand 

 
 

M: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 

 

CONFESSION OF SINS 
 

M: Beloved in the Lord: let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins to God 

our Father, asking him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 

C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I 

have disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is 

evil and failed to do what is good. For this I deserve your punishment both 

now and in eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my 

Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner. 
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M: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to be 

the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his 

authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of 

the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen 

 

PRAYER AND PRAISE 
 

 

M: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord. 

 

Glory Be To God (sung) 
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Prayer of the Day  
M: Let us pray. 
 

 Almighty and ever-living God, you have given exceedingly great and precious 

promises to those who trust in you. Grant us so firmly to believe in your Son Jesus 

that our faith may never be found wanting; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, 

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

Be Seated 

 

Junior Choir (8:00 am)                                                                                I Will Be In Heaven  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Words and music by Jayne Nitz  
2021 NPH 

 

 

If I lived a hundred lives, tried my best with foolish pride, 

I’d still be a sinner inside; I could not win heaven. 

 

Praise God for his grace:  Jesus’ living in my place! 

With him face-to-face, I will be in heaven.   

 

If I cried a thousand years, said, “I’m sorry,” with my tears, 

I’d still fight the worst of fears:  I could not win heaven. 

 

Praise God for his grace:  Jesus’ suff’ring in my place! 

With him face-to-face, I will be in heaven. 

 

If a friend laid down his life, even that great sacrifice 

Would not pay the ransom price;  I could not win heaven. 

 

Praise God for his grace:  Jesus’ dying in my place! 

With him face-to-face, I will be in heaven.   
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THE WORD 

First Lesson 1 Kings 17:8–16 
A widow generously offers up the last bit of food she has to serve the prophet Elijah. 

8Then the word of the Lord came to him: 9“Go at once to Zarephath in the region 

of Sidon and stay there. I have directed a widow there to supply you with food.” 10So 

he went to Zarephath. When he came to the town gate, a widow was there 

gathering sticks. He called to her and asked, “Would you bring me a little water in a 

jar so I may have a drink?” 11As she was going to get it, he called, “And bring me, 

please, a piece of bread.” 
12“As surely as the Lord your God lives,” she replied, “I don’t have any bread—

only a handful of flour in a jar and a little olive oil in a jug. I am gathering a few 

sticks to take home and make a meal for myself and my son, that we may eat it—

and die.” 
13Elijah said to her, “Don’t be afraid. Go home and do as you have said. But first 

make a small loaf of bread for me from what you have and bring it to me, and then 

make something for yourself and your son. 14For this is what the Lord, the God of 

Israel, says: ‘The jar of flour will not be used up and the jug of oil will not run dry 

until the day the Lord sends rain on the land.’ ” 
15She went away and did as Elijah had told her. So there was food every day for 

Elijah and for the woman and her family. 16For the jar of flour was not used up and 

the jug of oil did not run dry, in keeping with the word of the Lord spoken by Elijah. 

(NIV) 
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Psalm of the Day     Psalm 115A CW 

 

 

 
  

Why do the nations say, “Where / is their God?” 

    Our God is in heaven; he does whatever / pleases him. 

The LORD remembers us and will / bless us: 

    He will bless his people / Israel, 

he will bless those who / fear the LORD— 

    small and / great alike.   Refrain 

  

All you Israelites, trust / in the LORD— 

    he is their / help and shield. 

House of Aaron, trust / in the LORD— 

    he is their / help and shield. 

You who fear him, trust / in the LORD— 

    he is their / help and shield. 

Glory be to the Father and / to the Son 

    and to the Holy / Spirit, 

as it was in the be- / ginning, 

    is now, and will be forever. / Amen.   Refrain 

Tune: Michael D. Schultz 
Setting: Michael D. Schultz 
Music: © 2021 Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 725297 
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Second Lesson 2 Corinthians 8:1–9 
 The believers in Macedonia demonstrate startling generosity in collecting an offering to help fellow Christians in 

need. 

1And now, brothers and sisters, we want you to know about the grace that God 

has given the Macedonian churches. 2In the midst of a very severe trial, their 

overflowing joy and their extreme poverty welled up in rich generosity. 3For I testify 

that they gave as much as they were able, and even beyond their ability. Entirely 

on their own, 4they urgently pleaded with us for the privilege of sharing in this 

service to the Lord’s people. 5And they exceeded our expectations: They gave 

themselves first of all to the Lord, and then by the will of God also to us. 6So we 

urged Titus, just as he had earlier made a beginning, to bring also to completion 

this act of grace on your part. 7But since you excel in everything—in faith, in 

speech, in knowledge, in complete earnestness and in the love we have kindled in 

you—see that you also excel in this grace of giving. 
8I am not commanding you, but I want to test the sincerity of your love by 

comparing it with the earnestness of others. 9For you know the grace of our Lord 

Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet for your sake he became poor, so that you 

through his poverty might become rich. (NIV) 

 

Verse of the Day 
M: Alleluia. You will be enriched in every way so that you can be generous on every 

occasion. Alleluia. (2 Corinthians 9:11 NIV) 
 

 

 

Stand 
 

 

Gospel  Mark 12:38–44 
Jesus points to a poor widow as an example of startling generosity. 

38As he taught, Jesus said, “Watch out for the teachers of the law. They like to 

walk around in flowing robes and be greeted with respect in the marketplaces, 
39and have the most important seats in the synagogues and the places of honor at 

banquets. 40They devour widows’ houses and for a show make lengthy prayers. 

These men will be punished most severely.” 
41Jesus sat down opposite the place where the offerings were put and watched 

the crowd putting their money into the temple treasury. Many rich people threw in 

large amounts. 42But a poor widow came and put in two very small copper coins, 

worth only a few cents. 
43Calling his disciples to him, Jesus said, “Truly I tell you, this poor widow has 

put more into the treasury than all the others. 44They all gave out of their wealth; 

but she, out of her poverty, put in everything—all she had to live on.” (NIV) 
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M: This is the Gospel of the Lord.  

C: Praise be to you, O Christ! 

 

Nicene Creed 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all 

that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of 

the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, 

not made, of one being with the Father. Through him all things were made. For 

us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy 

Spirit and the virgin Mary, and became fully human. For our sake he was 

crucified under Pontius Pilate. He suffered death and was buried. On the third 

day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. He ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to 

judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the 

Father and the Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshipped 

and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy 

Christian and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the 

forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the 

world to come. Amen. 
 

Be Seated 
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Hymn of the Day  All Depends on Our Possessing CW 807:1,3,6 

 

 

 

 
Text: tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–1878, alt.; Andächtige Haus-Kirche, Nürnberg, 1676 
Tune: adapt. Johann Balthasar König, 1691–1758; Johann Löhner, 1645–1705 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

 

Sermon  Mark 12:38–44 
 

Stand 
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Create in Me 

 

 
 

 

Be Seated 

 

Offering 

 

Stand 
 

Prayer of the Church   

 

 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 

will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 

forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead 

us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and 

the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
 

THE SACRAMENT 
 

M: The Lord be with you. 

C: And also with you. 

Please sign the friendship register located in your pew. 
 
 

Guests please don’t feel a necessity to give an offering today. “Each of you 

should give what you have decided in your heart to give, not reluctantly or 

under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver” (2 Corinthians 9:7). 
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M: Lift up your hearts. 

C: We lift them up unto the Lord. 

M: Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God. 

C: It is good and right so to do. 

 

Proper Preface 
M: It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, O 

Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who 

preserves his Church to the end of time when he will come again as king to judge all 

people and take his own to glory. Therefore, with all the saints on earth and hosts of 

heaven, we praise your holy name and join their glorious song: 

 

Holy, Holy, Holy 
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Words of Institution 
M: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given 

thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body, 

which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 
 

 Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them saying, “Drink from it, all of you; 

this is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of 

sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 
 

M: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C: Amen 

 

O Christ, Lamb of God 

 

 
Be Seated 
 
 

Distribution 
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Distribution Hymn We Walk by Faith CW 830 

 

 

 
Text: Henry Alford, 1810–1871, alt. 
Tune: Marty Haugen, b. 1950 
Text: Public domain 
Tune: © 1984, 2006 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 725297 
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Distribution Hymn  All Depends on Our Possessing CW 807:2,4-5 

 

 

 

 
Text: tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–1878, alt.; Andächtige Haus-Kirche, Nürnberg, 1676 
Tune: adapt. Johann Balthasar König, 1691–1758; Johann Löhner, 1645–1705 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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THANKSGIVING 

 

Stand 

 

Song of Simeon 

 

 
M: O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good. 
 

C: And his mercy endures forever. 
 

M: We give thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us with this holy supper. We 

pray that through it you will strengthen our faith in you and increase our love for one 

another. We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 

you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
 

C: Amen. 

 

Benediction 
M: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

 The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

 The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace. 
 

C: Amen. 
 

Be Seated 
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Hymn Brothers, Sisters, Let Us Gladly CW 748 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Henry Bateman, 1802–1872 
Tune: Repository of Sacred Music, Part Second, Harrisburg, 1813, ed. John Wyeth 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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