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Live with Your Eyes on the Skies 
 

 

“Eyes on the prize.” That axiom stresses that when pursuing some good 

goal, focus is important. You don’t want distractions or a lack of self-

discipline to keep you from obtaining whatever that prize might be. “Eyes on 

the prize.” You summon the willpower to fixate on that good thing. You let 

nothing divert your attention from obtaining the prize.   

 

The prize that we want most is spending eternity with Jesus. As the Church 

Year comes to a close, Jesus promises that he will come again “in clouds 

with great power and glory” to give us that prize. That prize will be so 

unbelievably good, it is worth fixating on. It merits our striving to set aside all 

that would distract us from Christ. Let us be ready. Let us keep watch. Let us 

live with our eyes on the skies. 

 

 
 

Because God speaks of communing together as an expression of unity in faith and 

warns us against the dangers of not understanding what communion is, we practice 

close communion. WELS, ELS, and members of other churches around the world 

who are in fellowship with WELS are welcome to commune with us. If you would like 

to learn more about becoming a member and communing with us in the future, 

please contact pastor.  

 

 

 
 

Wisconsin Evangelical 

Lutheran Synod 
 
 

Our mission is to 

Glorify God 
as we  

Gather  
around the Gospel 

to help people 

Grow 
in the Gospel 

and 

Go 
with the Gospel 

 

Welcome! We thank 

God that you have 

joined us at worship 

today.  

 Restrooms are 

located in the 

basement. Hearing 

loop headphones and 

Large Print Hymnals 

are available from an 

usher. 

 If your children need 

to leave worship, 

please take them to 

the basement. A TV 

broadcasts the service 

in the basement. 

Today we gather 

together in the 

presence of God. He is 

present among us in a 

special way through 

his Word and 

Sacrament. We 

acknowledge our sin 

and rejoice in the good 

news of forgiveness 

through the life and 

death of Christ. This is 

the focus of our 

worship. 
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Opening Hymn  The Church’s One Foundation CW 855:1,3-4 

 

 

 

 
Text: Samuel J. Stone, 1839–1900, abr., alt. Tune: Samuel S. Wesley, 1810–1876 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Stand 
 

M: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 

 

CONFESSION OF SINS 
 

M: Beloved in the Lord: let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins to God 

our Father, asking him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 

C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I 

have disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is 

evil and failed to do what is good. For this I deserve your punishment both 

now and in eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my 

Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner. 
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M: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to be 

the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his 

authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of 

the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen 

 

PRAYER AND PRAISE 
 

 

M: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord. 

Hymn  The Church’s One Foundation CW 855:2,5 
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Prayer of the Day  
M: Let us pray. 
 

 Lord Jesus Christ, by your victory you have broken the power of the evil one. Fill our 

hearts with joy and peace as we look with hope to that day when every creature in 

heaven and earth will acclaim you King of kings and Lord of lords to your unending 

praise and glory; for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

Be Seated 

 

THE WORD 

First Lesson Daniel 7:13–14 
The Ancient of Days, the son of man, is given all that rightfully belongs to God: authority, glory, power and worship. 

13“In my vision at night I looked, and there before me was one like a son of man, 

coming with the clouds of heaven. He approached the Ancient of Days and was led 

into his presence. 14He was given authority, glory and sovereign power; all nations 

and peoples of every language worshiped him. His dominion is an everlasting 

dominion that will not pass away, and his kingdom is one that will never be 

destroyed. (NIV) 
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Psalm of the Day          Come, Let Us Praise the LORD Psalm 95C Psalter 

 

 

 

 
Text: Timothy Dudley-Smith 
Tune: John Darwall 
Text: © 1984 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 725297 
Tune: Public domain 
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Second Lesson Revelation 1:4b–8 
 Jesus, the ruler of the kings of the earth, the one who is descends in glory on the clouds.    

Grace and peace to you from him who is, and who was, and who is to come, and 

from the seven spirits before his throne, 5and from Jesus Christ, who is the faithful 

witness, the firstborn from the dead, and the ruler of the kings of the earth. 

To him who loves us and has freed us from our sins by his blood, 6and has made 

us to be a kingdom and priests to serve his God and Father—to him be glory and 

power for ever and ever! Amen. 
7“Look, he is coming with the clouds,” 

 and “every eye will see him, 

even those who pierced him”; 

 and all peoples on earth “will mourn because of him.” 

   So shall it be! Amen. 
8“I am the Alpha and the Omega,” says the Lord God, “who is, and who was, and 

who is to come, the Almighty.”(NIV) 

 

Verse of the Day 
M: Alleluia. The kingdom of the world has become the kingdom of our Lord and of his 

Messiah, and he will reign for ever and ever. Alleluia. (Revelation 11:15 NIV) 
 

 

Stand 
 

 

Gospel  John 18:33–37 
While on trial before the earthly authority, Jesus confirms he is a king but a kingdom not of this world.  

33Pilate then went back inside the palace, summoned Jesus and asked him, “Are 

you the king of the Jews?” 
34“Is that your own idea,” Jesus asked, “or did others talk to you about me?” 
35“Am I a Jew?” Pilate replied. “Your own people and chief priests handed you 

over to me. What is it you have done?” 
36Jesus said, “My kingdom is not of this world. If it were, my servants would 

fight to prevent my arrest by the Jewish leaders. But now my kingdom is from 

another place.” 
37“You are a king, then!” said Pilate. 

Jesus answered, “You say that I am a king. In fact, the reason I was born and 

came into the world is to testify to the truth. Everyone on the side of truth listens to 

me.” (NIV) 
 

M: This is the Gospel of the Lord.  

C: Praise be to you, O Christ! 
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Apostles Creed – 2nd Article with Meaning 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 

Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 

died, and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day he rose again from 

the dead. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the 

Father almighty. From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.   

What does this mean?   

I believe that Jesus Christ, true God, begotten of the Father from eternity, and 

also true man, born of the virgin Mary, is my Lord.   

He has redeemed me, a lost and condemned creature, purchased and won me from 

all sins, from death, and from the power of the devil, not with gold or silver but 

with his holy, precious blood and with his innocent suffering and death.   

All this he did that I should be his own, and live under him in his kingdom, and 

serve him in everlasting righteousness, innocence, and blessedness, just as he 

has risen from death and lives and rules eternally.   

This is most certainly true. 
 

Be Seated 
 

 

 

Hymn of the Day  The Head That Once Was Crowned with Thorns CW 531:1-2,6 

 

 

 
Text: Thomas Kelly, 1769–1855 
Tune: Jeremiah Clarke, c. 1674–1707 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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Sermon  John 18:33–37 
 

Stand 

 

Create in Me 

 

 
 

Be Seated 

 

Offering 

 

Stand 
 

 

Prayer of the Church   
M: Eternal and gracious Father, today we end another year of grace. Once again the 

Holy Spirit has nourished and strengthened our faith as we reviewed the words 

and works of Jesus recorded in the Gospels. We have rejoiced to hear that you kept 

the promises you made to your ancient people. We were encouraged as we 

remembered how you empowered your followers to proclaim the good news in their 

world. 

C: Work in us every day to believe the truths of your Word and apply them in our 

lives. 

Please sign the friendship register located in your pew. 
 
 

Guests please don’t feel a necessity to give an offering today. “Each of you 

should give what you have decided in your heart to give, not reluctantly or 

under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver” (2 Corinthians 9:7). 
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M: Help us take to heart that your Son, our Lord Jesus, is coming again to judge the 

living and the dead. Since the day of his return is unknown to us, lead us to note 

the signs that signal the end of time. Spare us from fear as trouble and woe 

increase, and fill us with hope as we long for that great day.    

C: Work in us every day to be ready for the moment of his coming.  

 
M: Fill us with concern for family members and friends who are not taking seriously 

their need for Jesus and his forgiveness. Provide opportunities to reach out to them 

with patient persistence and to lovingly lead them to your Word and sacraments. 

Make us generous with our offerings so that others can go in our place to proclaim 

the good news.  

C: Work in us every day to witness to Christ and his love for sinners. 

 

M: Lead us to see our Savior’s face in the faces of the poor and hungry, the lonely and 

forgotten, the oppressed and imprisoned, and move to support them whenever we 

can. [Today we ask that you keep in your care… here name the person and the 
cause of the petition.] Empower our faith to be lights in the world so that people 

may see our good works and glorify you and your Son. 

C: Work in us every day to imitate your love for the lost, the least, and the last. 

 

M: If you call us to glory before the final day comes, carry our souls to heaven where 

we will await the resurrection of our bodies. Comfort those who may grieve over 

losing us and point them to the day when they will join us at the marriage feast of 

the Lamb.  

C: Work in us every day so that we are ready whenever you call us home. 
 

M: Hear us, Lord, as we pray in silence. 
 

Silent prayer 
 

M: Fill us with hope and joy as we await your Son’s return. Cause us to enjoy your 

earthly blessings in light of your eternal glories and to realize that heaven is really 

our home. Lead us to long for the splendor of Paradise where you will wipe away 

all tears from our eyes.  

C: Work in us every day as we listen for the sound of the final trumpet. Amen. 

 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 

will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 

forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead 

us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and 

the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
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THE SACRAMENT 
 

M: The Lord be with you. 

C: And also with you. 

M: Lift up your hearts. 

C: We lift them up unto the Lord. 

M: Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God. 

C: It is good and right so to do. 

 

Proper Preface 
M: It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, O 

Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who 

preserves his Church to the end of time when he will come again as king to judge all 

people and take his own to glory. Therefore, with all the saints on earth and hosts of 

heaven, we praise your holy name and join their glorious song: 

 

Holy, Holy, Holy 
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Words of Institution 
M: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given 

thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body, 

which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 
 

 Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them saying, “Drink from it, all of you; 

this is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of 

sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 
 

M: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C: Amen 

 

O Christ, Lamb of God 
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Be Seated 
 
 

Distribution 

 

Distribution Hymn Behold a Host, Arrayed in White CW 883 

 

 

 

 

 

 



13 

 

 

 

 
Text: tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, alt.; Hans Brorson, 1694–1764 
Tune: Norwegian, 17th cent. 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

 
 

Distribution Hymn  The Head That Once Was Crowned with Thorns CW 531:3-5 
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THANKSGIVING 

 

Stand 

 

Song of Simeon 

 

 
M: O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good. 
 

C: And his mercy endures forever. 
 

M: We give thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us with this holy supper. We 

pray that through it you will strengthen our faith in you and increase our love for one 

another. We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 

you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
 

C: Amen. 

 

Benediction 
M: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

 The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

 The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace. 
 

C: Amen. 
 

Be Seated 
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Hymn Lord, When Your Glory I Shall See CW 884 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, alt.; Paul Gerhardt, 1607–1676 
Tune: Kurt J. Eggert, 1923–1993 
Text: Public domain 
Tune: © 1993 Kurt J. Eggert, admin. Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 725297 

 

Common Service © 1993 Northwestern Publishing House. All rights reserved. OneLicense.net License #A-725297  

 
Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, New International Version®, NIV®. Copyright © 

1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc.TM Used by permission of Zondervan. All rights reserved worldwide. 
 

Liturgical and musical settings of Scripture based on text from The Holy Bible, New International Version®, NIV®. Copyright 

© 1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc.TM Used by permission of Zondervan. All rights reserved worldwide. 
 

Software distributed in partnership with Northwestern Publishing House. 

Created by Christian Worship: Service Builder © 2024 Concordia Publishing House. 
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Questions/Comments about Zion? Contact:  Mobile  Email 

Pastor James Enderle (920) 949-1038 james.enderle@mzls.org 

President: Randy Loppnow (920) 864-7584       randyloppnow@yahoo.com 

School Board: Alec Otto (920) 328-5374             alecotto75@gmail.com 

Principal: Jacob Geidel (262) 353-2859            jacob.geidel@mzls.org 
 

School Faculty: Hillary Geidel, Brenda Kuchenbecker, Michaela Hagenow, Sharon Richter, Jacob Geidel 

Website: www.mzluth.org Synod : www.wels.net 

Custodians: Ron and Cindy Beyer    (920) 864-7427  

                     Abbey Ossmann             (920) 203-8627 

Secretary: Jackie Zeamer       (920) 660-8878 jackie.zeamer@mzls.org 

Church/School Office:   (920) 864-2349  

Church and Parsonage: (920) 864-2348 

 

Christian Family Solutions Appleton (WELS counseling) cfc@wlcfs.org 

Go to https://appointment.christianfamilysolutions.org/ or scan the QR Code (920) 438-1772 

for an appointment 
 

Living Hope Counseling Ministries De Pere (WELS counseling)  LHfrontdesk@livinghopellc.org 

https://www.livinghopellc.org/contact  (920) 338-8699 

https://appointment.christianfamilysolutions.org/
https://www.livinghopellc.org/contact

