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First Sunday in Advent           December 1, 2024 
 

A Real Christmas Requires Remembering Why Christ Came 

Advent marks the start of a new Church Year. We begin at the end, watching Jesus ride 

into Jerusalem on a donkey colt, knowing full well that he would be killed before the end 

of the week. The events of Palm Sunday serve as a microcosm for all Jesus’ work, 

proving the Son of God was willing to humble himself and endure anything for our 

salvation. That is precisely why Christ came. And a real Christmas requires 

remembering why Christ came. 
 

 

Gathering Rite  
My Soul in Stillness Waits CW 325 

Stand 

 

 
 

 

M: We wait in hope for the LORD ; he is our help and our shield. 

C: In him our hearts rejoice, for we trust in his holy name. 

M: May your unfailing love be with us, LORD, even as we put our hope 
in you  (Ps 33:20-23) 

 
 

 

 
 

Wisconsin Evangelical 

Lutheran Synod 
 
 

Our mission is to 

Glorify God 
as we  

Gather  
around the Gospel 

to help people 

Grow 
in the Gospel 

and 

Go 
with the Gospel 

 

Welcome! We thank 

God that you have 

joined us at worship 

today.  

 Restrooms are 

located in the 

basement. Hearing 

loop headphones and 

Large Print Hymnals 

are available from an 

usher. 

 If your children need 

to leave worship, 

please take them to 

the basement. A TV 

broadcasts the service 

in the basement. 

Today we gather 

together in the 

presence of God. He is 

present among us in a 

special way through 

his Word and 

Sacrament. We 

acknowledge our sin 

and rejoice in the good 

news of forgiveness 

through the life and 

death of Christ. This is 

the focus of our 

worship. 
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M: Have mercy on me, O God, according to your unfailing love; 

C: according to your great compassion blot out my transgressions 

M: Blessed is the one whose transgressions are forgiven, whose sins are covered. (Ps 51:1-2; 32:1) 

M: If you, LORD, kept a record of sins, Lord, who could stand? 

C: But with you there is forgiveness, so that we can, with reverence, serve you. 

M: I wait for the LORD, my whole being waits, and in his word I put my hope. (Ps 130:3-5) 

 

 

 

 

 
 
M: I wait for the Lord more than watchmen wait for the morning, more than watchmen 

wait for the morning. 

C: Israel, put your hope in the LORD, for with the LORD is unfailing love and with 

him is full redemption. 

M: He himself will redeem Israel from all their sins. (Ps 130:6-8) 

M: My heart is not proud, LORD, my eyes are not haughty; I do not concern myself with 

great matters or things too wonderful for me 

C: But I have calmed and quieted myself, I am like a weaned child with its 

mother; like a weaned child I am content. 

M: Israel, put your hope in the LORD both now and forevermore. (Ps 131) 

 

 

Lighting of the Advent Candle  
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M: We light one Advent candle, remembering Jesus who is coming again.  He will come 

to gather his people from everywhere, both the living and the dead. 

C: We remember Jesus who will come at the end of time. None of us knows 

what day that will be. 

M: We hear his call to watch. 

C: We light one Advent candle as a sign of our watchfulness and waiting. 

M: Come, Lord Jesus, be our guest. 

C: Through your Word and Spirit may our souls be blessed.  

One Advent candle is lit.  

 

 

My Soul in Stillness Waits 

 

 

Be seated 
 

First Lesson  Jeremiah 33:14–16 
The LORD promised that a descendant of King David would be our righteous Savior. 

14“ ‘The days are coming,’ declares the Lord, ‘when I will fulfill the good promise I made 

to the people of Israel and Judah. 
15“ ‘In those days and at that time 

 I will make a righteous Branch sprout from David’s line; 

 he will do what is just and right in the land. 
16In those days Judah will be saved 

 and Jerusalem will live in safety. 

This is the name by which it will be called: 

 The Lord Our Righteous Savior.’ (NIV) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Psalm of the Day           Welcome the King Psalm 24b Psalter 
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Text (sts. 4–7): Arlo D. Duba; (Ref): Northwestern Publishing House 
Tune: Israeli 
Text (sts. 4–7): © 1986 Arlo D. Duba; (Ref): © 2021 Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 725297 
Tune: Public domain 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Second Lesson  1 Thessalonians 3:9–13 
Christ came the first time so that by his saving work we might be found blameless and holy when he comes again.   
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9How can we thank God enough for you in return for all the joy we have in the presence 

of our God because of you? 10Night and day we pray most earnestly that we may see you 

again and supply what is lacking in your faith. 
11Now may our God and Father himself and our Lord Jesus clear the way for us to come 

to you. 12May the Lord make your love increase and overflow for each other and for everyone 

else, just as ours does for you. 13May he strengthen your hearts so that you will be blameless 

and holy in the presence of our God and Father when our Lord Jesus comes with all his holy 

ones. (NIV) 

 

Verse of the Day 
M: Alleluia. See, your king comes to you, righteous and victorious, lowly and riding on a 

donkey. Alleluia. (Zechariah 9:9 NIV) 
 

 

Stand 
 

 

Gospel  Luke 19:28–40 
Jesus rides into Jerusalem on a donkey colt, knowing he would soon be put to death. This is why Christ came. 

 28After Jesus had said this, he went on ahead, going up to Jerusalem. 29As he 

approached Bethphage and Bethany at the hill called the Mount of Olives, he sent two of 

his disciples, saying to them, 30“Go to the village ahead of you, and as you enter it, you 

will find a colt tied there, which no one has ever ridden. Untie it and bring it here. 31If 

anyone asks you, ‘Why are you untying it?’ say, ‘The Lord needs it.’ ” 

 32Those who were sent ahead went and found it just as he had told them. 33As they 

were untying the colt, its owners asked them, “Why are you untying the colt?” 

 34They replied, “The Lord needs it.” 

 35They brought it to Jesus, threw their cloaks on the colt and put Jesus on it. 36As he 

went along, people spread their cloaks on the road. 

 37When he came near the place where the road goes down the Mount of Olives, the 

whole crowd of disciples began joyfully to praise God in loud voices for all the miracles 

they had seen: 
38“Blessed is the king who comes in the name of the Lord!” 

“Peace in heaven and glory in the highest!” 

 39Some of the Pharisees in the crowd said to Jesus, “Teacher, rebuke your disciples!” 

 40“I tell you,” he replied, “if they keep quiet, the stones will cry out.” (NIV) 
 

M: This is the Gospel of the Lord.  

C: Praise be to you, O Christ! 

 

 

Hymn of the Day  Savior of the Nations, Come CW 301 
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Text:  tr. William M. Reynolds, 1812–1876, alt.; German version, Martin Luther, 1483–1546, abr.; Ambrose of Milan, 340–397, abr. 
Tune: Geystliche gesangk Buchleyn, Wittenberg, 1524, ed. Johann Walter 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

 

Sermon  1 Thessalonians 3:9–13 

 

Stand 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Apostles’ Creed 
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I believe in God, the Father almighty,  

  maker of heaven and earth,  

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

  born of the virgin Mary,  

  suffered under Pontius Pilate,  

  was crucified, died, and was buried.  

 He descended into hell.  

 The third day he rose again from the dead.  

 He ascended into heaven  

  and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.  

 From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit,  

  the holy Christian Church,  

   the communion of saints,  

  the forgiveness of sins,  

  the resurrection of the body,  

  and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

Be Seated 

Offering  

 

Stand 

 

Prayer of the Church  
 

Lord’s Prayer  . 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 

bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 

against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 

thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

M: O Lord God, our heavenly Father, pour out the Holy Spirit on your faithful people. 

Keep us strong in your grace and truth, protect and comfort us in all temptation, 

and bestow on us your saving peace, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen 

Benediction 

M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another.  

Please sign the friendship register located in your pew. 
 

Guests please don’t feel a necessity to give an offering today. “Each of you should 

give what you have decided in your heart to give, not reluctantly or under 

compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver” (2 Corinthians 9:7). 
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 Serve the Lord with gladness. 

 The Lord bless you and keep you. 

 The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

 The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace. 

C: Amen. 
 

Be Seated 

 

Closing Hymn  Behold, a Branch Is Growing CW 360 

 

 

 

 
Text: German, 16th cent.; (sts. 1–3): tr. Harriet R. K. Spaeth, 1845–1925; (st. 4): John C. Mattes, 1876–1948, alt. 
Tune: Alte Catholische Geistliche Kirchengeseng, Köln, 1599 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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