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Our mission is to

Glorify God

as we

Gather

around the Gospel
to help people

Grow

in the Gospel
and

Go
with the Gospel

Welcome! We thank
God that you have
joined us at worship
today.

Restrooms are
located in the
basement. Hearing
loop headphones and
Large Print Hymnals
are available from an
usher.

If your children need
to leave worship,
please take them to
the basement. ATV
broadcasts the service
in the basement.

Today we gather
together in the
presence of God. He is
present among us in a
special way through
his Word and
Sacrament. We
acknowledge our sin
and rejoice in the good
news of forgiveness
through the life and
death of Christ. This is
the focus of our
worship.

December 11, 2024
Advent Midweek 2

The Tree of Promise

In recent years there has been an explosion of companies that help you
trace your family tree. You can go back a dozen generations, uncovering the
history of your ancestors. Tracing your family tree allows you to learn more
about where you came from. . . who you are. Interestingly, St. Matthew’s
Gospel begins by tracing Jesus’ family tree. There are multiple reasons for
this. First, providing the genealogy of Jesus proves that he is true man,
exactly what we needed our Savior to be if was going to take our place.
Second, it demonstrates God'’s grace, for in Jesus’ family tree you will find
individuals whose heinous sins are recorded in Scripture: murder,
prostitution, etc. The Christ is not the enemy of sinners. He is our brother.
Finally, this family tree shows that God keeps all his promises. God had
promised multiple believers—Eve, Abraham, David—that the Savior would be
one of their descendants.

This week, we look at a very different type of Christmas tree—the Tree of
Promise. Christmas proves that what God says will happen happens. God
promised he would become one of us to save all of us. He did just that! The
Tree of Promise proves God shall keep every single promise he makes to us.



Advent Gathering Rite Come, Come Emmanuel
The Choir will introduce the melody, the congregation joins in as the melody is repeated while the choir
sings the verses over the repeated melody.
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Sung

Choir: Come, come Emmanual. Come, Emmanual.

Congregation: Come, come Emmanual. Come, Emmanual.

C: Come, come Emmanuel. Come, Emmanuel.
Choir: God fulfills the promise, so

C: Come, come Emmanuel. Come, Emmanuel.
Choir: For a shoot from David will

C: Come, come Emmanuel. Come, Emmanuel.
Choir: Overflowing with love, we

C: Come, come Emmanuel. Come, Emmanuel.
Choir: May God strengthen our hearts, and

C: Come, come Emmanuel. Come, Emmanuel.
Choir: For the Son of Man will

C: Come, come Emmanuel. Come, Emmanuel.
Choir: Oh be watchful, pray always, and

C: Come, come Emmanuel. Come, Emmanuel.

Stand

The music continues softy as we speak the invocation, confession, and absolution.
M: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.

M: Beloved in the Lord: Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins to God
our Father, asking him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us
forgiveness.

C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I
have sinned against you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done
what is evil and failed to do what is good. For this I deserve your
punishment both now and in eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, and
trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a
sinner.



M: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to be
the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore as a called servant of Christ and by his
authority, I forgive you all your sins in the same of the Father and of the Son and of
the Holy Spirit.

C: Amen.

The congregation sings the melody while the choir sings the verses.
C: Come, come Emmanual. Come, Emmanual.
Choir: Lord, have mercy upon us and
C: Come, come Emmanual. Come, Emmanual.
Choir: Christ, have mercy upon us and
C: Come, come Emmanual. Come, Emmanual.
Choir: Lord, have mercy upon us and
C: Come, come Emmanual. Come, Emmanual.

M: We light two Advent candles remembering Jesus who came in history. He came into
a world of sin and death.

C: We remember Jesus who came as the promised Messiah. John the Baptist
prepared the way of the Lord.

M: We hear his call to repent.
C: We light two Advent candles as a sign of our repentance and desire for
renewal.

M: Come, Lord Jesus, be our guest.
C: Through your Word and Spirit may our souls be blessed.

Two Advent candles are lit. Be seated.

THE WORD

Lesson 1 Samuel 16:1-13

Lord promised to make one of the sons of Jesse into a great king.

1The Lord said to Samuel, “How long will you mourn for Saul, since I have
rejected him as king over Israel? Fill your horn with oil and be on your way; I am
sending you to Jesse of Bethlehem. I have chosen one of his sons to be king.”

2 But Samuel said, “How can I go? If Saul hears about it, he will kill me.”

The Lord said, “T'ake a heifer with you and say, ‘I have come to sacrifice to
the Lord.’ 3 Invite Jesse to the sacrifice, and I will show you what to do. You are to
anoint for me the one I indicate.”

4 Samuel did what the Lord said. When he arrived at Bethlehem, the elders of the
town trembled when they met him. They asked, “Do you come in peace?”



5 Samuel replied, “Yes, in peace; I have come to sacrifice to the Lord.

Consecrate yourselves and come to the sacrifice with me.” Then he consecrated Jesse
and his sons and invited them to the sacrifice.

6 When they arrived, Samuel saw Eliab and thought, “Surely the Lord’s anointed
stands here before the Lord.”

7But the Lord said to Samuel, “Do not consider his appearance or his height, for I
have rejected him. The Lord does not look at the things people look at. People look at the
outward appearance, but the Lord looks at the heart.”

8 Then Jesse called Abinadab and had him pass in front of Samuel. But Samuel said,
“The Lord has not chosen this one either.” 9 Jesse then had Shammah pass by, but
Samuel said, “Nor has the Lord chosen this one.” 10 Jesse had seven of his sons pass
before Samuel, but Samuel said to him, “The Lord has not chosen these.” 11 So he asked
Jesse, “Are these all the sons you have?”

“There is still the youngest,” Jesse answered. “He is tending the sheep.”

Samuel said, “Send for him; we will not sit down until he arrives.”

12 So he sent for him and had him brought in. He was glowing with health and had a
fine appearance and handsome features.

Then the Lord said, “Rise and anoint him; this is the one.”

13 So Samuel took the horn of 0il and anointed him in the presence of his brothers,
and from that day on the Spirit of the Lord came powerfully upon David. Samuel then
went to Ramah. (NIV)

Psalm of the Day Surely It Is God Who Saves Me Psalm 73b CW
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[ am always / with you;

you hold me by my / right hand.
You guide me with your / counsel,

and afterward you will take me into / glory.
Whom have I in / heav'n but you?

And earth has nothing I desire be- / sides you.
My flesh and my / heart may fail,

but God is the strength of my heart and my portion for- / ever.
Glory be to the Father and / to the Son

and to the Holy / Spirit,
as it was in the be- / ginning,

is now, and will be forever. / Amen. Refrain

Text: The Draft Proposed Book of Common Prayer

Tune: Jack Noble White

Setting: Kermit G. Moldenhauer

Text: © 1976 Charles Mortimer Guilbert, custodian of the Standard Book of Common Prayer. Used by permission: CCLI no. 21581073

Tune: © 1976 H. W. Gray Company. All rights assigned to and owned by Jubilate Music Group, LLC. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 725297
Setting: © 1993 Kermit G. Moldenhauer, admin. Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 725297

Lesson Isaiah 11:1-10
The family tree of Jesse had been cut down to a stump. The Lord promised that family tree would grow again,
producing a King much greater than David.

1A shoot will come up from the stump of or decide by what he hears with his ears;

Jesse; 4but with righteousness he will judge the
from his roots a Branch will bear fruit. needy, o o

2 The Spirit of the Lord will rest on him— with justice he will give decisions for the

poor of the earth.

the Spirit of wisdom and of understanding, He will strike the earth with the rod of his

the Spirit of counsel and of might,

.. mouth,;
the Spirit of the knowledge and fear of with the breath of his lips he will slay the
the Lord— wicked.
3 and he will delight in the fear of the Lord. 5 Righteousness will be his belt
He will not judge by what he sees with his and faithfulness the sash around his waist.
eyes,



6 The wolf will live with the lamb, 8 The infant will play near the cobra’s den,

the leopard will lie down with the goat, and the young child will put its hand into
the calf and the lion and the yearling together; the viper’s nest.

and a little child will lead them. 9 They will neither harm nor destroy
7The cow will feed with the bear, on all my holy mountain,

their young will lie down together, for the earth will be filled with the

and the lion will eat straw like the ox. knowledge of the Lord

as the waters cover the sea.

10 In that day the Root of Jesse will stand as a banner for the peoples; the nations will
rally to him, and his resting place will be glorious. (NIV)

Hymn of the Day Christ, the Word of God Incarnate CW 528:1-3
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Devotion Isaiah 11:1-10
Offering - ) . ;
Please sign the friendship register located in your pew.
Stand Guests please don’t feel a necessity to give an offering today. “Each of you should give what
you have decided in your heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a
cheerful giver” (2 Corinthians 9:7).
Prayer

M: Blessed are you, O Lord our God, King of the universe, who led your people Israel
with a pillar of cloud by day and a pillar of fire by night. Enlighten our darkness by
the light of your Christ. May his Word be a lamp to our feet and a light to our path;
for you are merciful, and you love your whole creation. We, your creatures, glorify

you: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.

Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily
bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass
against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For
thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

Blessing

M:The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the

Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: Amen.

Be seated

Acknowledgments

Christ, the Word of God Incarnate

Text: Steven P. Mueller, b. 1964

Tune: Columbian Harmony, Cincinatti, 1825, ed. William Moore

Text: © 2001 Steven P. Mueller. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 725297
Tune: Public domain

Dawning Light of Our Salvation

Text: Wendell Kimbrough, b. 1983

Tune: Bruce Benedict, b. 1980

Text: © 2012 Wendell Kimbrough. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 725297
Tune: © 2012 Cardiphonia. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 725297

(2 Corinthians 13:14)



Closing Hymn Dawning Light of Our Salvation CW 311
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sins to set us free. Light to those who dwell in dark-ness,
sav - ing pow’r we sing! Stand, O lame, and dance,ye bro - ken;
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long the God of Is - rael spoke; he a-lone in strength would
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save us from the hands of all our foes.
glad - ness, to your path - ways dawn-ing peace!
sing - ing; turn, O blind, be - hold his face!
Refrain
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all cre-a - tion bend in praise!



