
December 22, 2024 
4th Sunday in Advent 

 

 
 

A Real Christmas Will Lift Up the Lowly 
 

 

By this time of the holiday season, people are often weighted down. They 

feel guilty about presents that are not perfect, or parties that did not go as 

planned, or year-end projects that did not get completed. To top it all off, 

now is when it dawns on people how little attention they have given to the 

spiritual preparation Advent invites.   

 

If that is how we feel, perhaps the frenzy of December has done us a favor. 

We have been stretched to our limits. We have been made painfully aware of 

our shortcomings. We have been humbled. Perfect! For being made aware of 

our weakness does not disqualify us from God’s care. It does the opposite. IT 

is what prepares us for the work he does best. He is a God who lifts up the 

lowly. 

 

 
Because God speaks of communing together as an expression of unity in faith and 

warns us against the dangers of not understanding what communion is, we practice 

close communion. WELS, ELS, and members of other churches around the world 

who are in fellowship with WELS are welcome to commune with us. If you would like 

to learn more about becoming a member and communing with us in the future, 

please contact pastor.  
 

Questions for Personal Preparation for Holy Communion are located on p.15 of this 

service folder. 

 

 
 

Wisconsin Evangelical 

Lutheran Synod 
 
 

Our mission is to 

Glorify God 
as we  

Gather  
around the Gospel 

to help people 

Grow 
in the Gospel 

and 

Go 
with the Gospel 

 

Welcome! We thank 

God that you have 

joined us at worship 

today.  

 Restrooms are 

located in the 

basement. Hearing 

loop headphones and 

Large Print Hymnals 

are available from an 

usher. 

 If your children need 

to leave worship, 

please take them to 

the basement. A TV 

broadcasts the service 

in the basement. 

Today we gather 

together in the 

presence of God. He is 

present among us in a 

special way through 

his Word and 

Sacrament. We 

acknowledge our sin 

and rejoice in the good 

news of forgiveness 

through the life and 

death of Christ. This is 

the focus of our 

worship. 
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Gathering Rite  
My Soul in Stillness Waits CW 325 

Stand 

 

 

 

 
 

 

M: We wait in hope for the LORD ; he is our help and our shield. 

C: In him our hearts rejoice, for we trust in his holy name. 

M: May your unfailing love be with us, LORD, even as we put our hope in you  (Ps 33:20-23) 

 
 

M: Have mercy on me, O God, according to your unfailing love; 

C: according to your great compassion blot out my transgressions 

M: Blessed is the one whose transgressions are forgiven, whose sins are covered. (Ps 51:1-2; 32:1) 

M: If you, LORD, kept a record of sins, Lord, who could stand? 

C: But with you there is forgiveness, so that we can, with reverence, serve you. 

M: I wait for the LORD, my whole being waits, and in his word I put my hope. (Ps 130:3-5) 
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M: I wait for the Lord more than watchmen wait for the morning, more than watchmen 

wait for the morning. 

C: Israel, put your hope in the LORD, for with the LORD is unfailing love and with 

him is full redemption. 

M: He himself will redeem Israel from all their sins. (Ps 130:6-8) 

M: My heart is not proud, LORD, my eyes are not haughty; I do not concern myself with 

great matters or things too wonderful for me 

C: But I have calmed and quieted myself, I am like a weaned child with its 

mother; like a weaned child I am content. 

M: Israel, put your hope in the LORD both now and forevermore. (Ps 131:3) 

 

 

Lighting of the Advent Candle  

M: We light four Advent candles, remembering Jesus the Son of God and Son of Mary. 

He came to share our humanity. 

C: We remember Jesus whose name means Savior.  He came to save his 

people from their sins.  
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M: We hear his call to give him a place in our hearts. 

C: We light four Advent candles as a sign of our joy and hope. 

M: Come, Lord Jesus, be our guest. 

C: Through your Word and Spirit may our souls be blessed. 

Four Advent candles are lit.  

 
 
My Soul in Stillness Waits 
Text: Marty Haugen, b. 1950 Tune: Marty Haugen, b. 1950 Text and tune: © 1982 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 725297 

 

Prayer of the Day  
M: Let us pray. 
 

 Stir up your power, O Lord, and come. Take away the burden of our sins, and make 

us ready for the celebration of your birth, that we may receive you in joy and serve 

you always; for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and forever. 

C: Amen. 

Be Seated 

 

THE WORD 

First Lesson Micah 5:2-5a 
The lowly little town of Bethlehem would be lifted up. There a special son would be born who would bring spiritual 

peace to the ends of the earth. 

2“But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, 

 though you are small among the clans of Judah, 

out of you will come for me 

 one who will be ruler over Israel, 

whose origins are from of old, 

 from ancient times.” 
3Therefore Israel will be abandoned 

 until the time when she who is in labor bears a son, 

and the rest of his brothers return 

 to join the Israelites. 
4He will stand and shepherd his flock 

 in the strength of the Lord, 

 in the majesty of the name of the Lord his God. 
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And they will live securely, for then his greatness 

 will reach to the ends of the earth. 
5And he will be our peace. (NIV) 

 

Psalm of the Day LORD, in Your Mercy, Hear My Prayer Psalm 85a CW 

 

 
  

You, LORD, forgave the iniquity of your / people 

    and covered / all their sins. 

You set aside / all your wrath 

    and turned from your fierce / anger. 

Show us your unfailing / love, LORD, 

    and grant us your sal- / vation.   Refrain 

  

I will listen to what God the / LORD says; 

    he promises peace to his / people. 

Surely his salvation is near those who / fear him, 

    that his glory may dwell / in our land. 

Love and faithfulness meet to- / gether; 

    righteousness and peace kiss each / other. 

Glory be to the Father and / to the Son 

    and to the Holy / Spirit, 

as it was in the be- / ginning, 

    is now, and will be forever. / Amen.    Refrain 

Text: Hal H. Hopson Tune: Hal H. Hopson Setting: Kermit G. Moldenhauer 
Text and tune: © 2008 Birnamwood/MorningStar Music Publishers (refrain). Used by permission: OneLicense no. 725297 
Setting: © 1993 Kermit G. Moldenhauer, admin. Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 725297 
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Second Lesson Hebrews 10:5-10 
 We could not possibly raise ourselves up to God. So, the Son of God obeyed the law for us and by his sacrifice 

has made us holy. Christ has lifted up the lowly. 

5Therefore, when Christ came into the world, he said: 

“Sacrifice and offering you did not desire, 

 but a body you prepared for me; 
6with burnt offerings and sin offerings 

 you were not pleased. 
7Then I said, ‘Here I am—it is written about me in the scroll— 

 I have come to do your will, my God.’ ” 

8First he said, “Sacrifices and offerings, burnt offerings and sin offerings you did not 

desire, nor were you pleased with them”—though they were offered in accordance with 

the law. 9Then he said, “Here I am, I have come to do your will.” He sets aside the first to 

establish the second. 10And by that will, we have been made holy through the sacrifice of 

the body of Jesus Christ once for all. (NIV) 

 

Verse of the Day 
M: Alleluia. The virgin will conceive and give birth to a son, and they will call him 

Immanuel. Alleluia. (Matthew 1:23 NIV) 
 

 

Stand 
 

 

Gospel  Luke 1:39-55 
In Spirit-wrought humility, Mary knew she needed a Savior. God lifts her up, making her the mother of that Savior. 

39At that time Mary got ready and hurried to a town in the hill country of Judea, 
40where she entered Zechariah’s home and greeted Elizabeth. 41When Elizabeth heard 

Mary’s greeting, the baby leaped in her womb, and Elizabeth was filled with the Holy 

Spirit. 42In a loud voice she exclaimed: “Blessed are you among women, and blessed is 

the child you will bear! 43But why am I so favored, that the mother of my Lord should 

come to me? 44As soon as the sound of your greeting reached my ears, the baby in my 

womb leaped for joy. 45Blessed is she who has believed that the Lord would fulfill his 

promises to her!” 

 46And Mary said: 

“My soul glorifies the Lord 

 47and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, 
48for he has been mindful 

 of the humble state of his servant. 

From now on all generations will call me blessed, 

 49for the Mighty One has done great things for me— 

 holy is his name. 
50His mercy extends to those who fear him, 
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 from generation to generation. 
51He has performed mighty deeds with his arm; 

 he has scattered those who are proud in their inmost thoughts. 
52He has brought down rulers from their thrones 

 but has lifted up the humble. 
53He has filled the hungry with good things 

 but has sent the rich away empty. 
54He has helped his servant Israel, 

 remembering to be merciful 
55to Abraham and his descendants forever, 

 just as he promised our ancestors.” (NIV) 
 

M: This is the Gospel of the Lord.  

C: Praise be to you, O Christ! 

 

Nicene Creed 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all 

that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of 

the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, 

not made, of one being with the Father. Through him all things were made. For 

us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy 

Spirit and the virgin Mary, and became fully human. For our sake he was 

crucified under Pontius Pilate. He suffered death and was buried. On the third 

day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. He ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to 

judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the 

Father and the Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshipped 

and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy 

Christian and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the 

forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the 

world to come. Amen. 
 

Be Seated 
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Hymn of the Day  O Little Town of Bethlehem CW 333 

 

 

 

 
Text: Phillips Brooks, 1835–1893, abr., alt. 
Tune: Lewis H. Redner, 1831–1908 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

 

Sermon  Luke 1:39-55 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Stand 
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Create in Me 

 

 
 

Be Seated 

 

Offering 

 

Stand 
 

 

Prayer of the Church   
 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 

will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 

forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead 

us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and 

the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

 

THE SACRAMENT 
 

M: The Lord be with you. 

C: And also with you. 

Please sign the friendship register located in your pew. 
 
 

Guests please don’t feel a necessity to give an offering today. “Each of you 

should give what you have decided in your heart to give, not reluctantly or 

under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver” (2 Corinthians 9:7). 
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M: Lift up your hearts. 

C: We lift them up unto the Lord. 

M: Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God. 

C: It is good and right so to do. 

 

Proper Preface 
M: It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, O 

Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, whose 

way John the Baptist prepared when he called people to repentance and pointed to Jesus 

as the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the World. Therefore, with all the saints 

on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise your holy name and join their glorious song: 

 

Holy, Holy, Holy 
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Words of Institution 
M: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given 

thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body, 

which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 
 

 Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them saying, “Drink from it, all of you; 

this is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of 

sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 
 

M: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C: Amen 

 

O Christ, Lamb of God 

 
Be Seated 
 
 

Distribution 
Because God speaks of communing together as an expression of unity in faith and warns us against the dangers 

of not understanding what communion is, we practice close communion. WELS, ELS, and members of other 

churches around the world who are in fellowship with WELS are welcome to commune with us. If you would like 

to learn more about becoming a member and communing with us in the future, please contact pastor.  

 
Questions for Personal Preparation for Holy Communion are located on p.15 of this service folder. 
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Distribution Hymn The Angel Gabriel from Heaven Came CW 328 

 

 

 

 
Text: para. Sabine Baring-Gould, 1834–1924, alt.; Basque, c. 18th cent. 
Tune: Basque, c. 18th cent. 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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THANKSGIVING 

 

Stand 

Song of Simeon 

 

 
M: O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good. 

C: And his mercy endures forever. 
 

M: Hear the prayer of your people, O Lord, that the lips which have praised you here may 

glorify you in the world, that the eyes which have seen the coming of your Son may long 

for his coming again, and that all who have received in his true body and blood the 

pledge of your forgiveness may be restored to live a new and holy life, through Jesus 

Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 
 

C: Amen. 

 

Benediction 
M: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

 The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

 The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace. 
 

C: Amen. 
 

Be Seated 
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Hymn  O Come, O Come, Emmanuel CW 327 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Latin, c. 12th cent., Psalteriolum Cantionum Catholicarum, Köln, 1710; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818–1866, alt. 
Tune: French, 15th cent., alt 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
 

Common Service © 1993 Northwestern Publishing House. All rights reserved. OneLicense.net License #A-725297  
 

Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, New International Version®, NIV®. Copyright © 

1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc.TM Used by permission of Zondervan. All rights reserved worldwide. 
 

Liturgical and musical settings of Scripture based on text from The Holy Bible, New International Version®, NIV®. Copyright 

© 1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc.TM Used by permission of Zondervan. All rights reserved worldwide. 
 

Software distributed in partnership with Northwestern Publishing House. 

Created by Christian Worship: Service Builder © 2024 Concordia Publishing House. 
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PERSONAL PREPARATION FOR HOLY COMMUNION  
 

Q: What does God tell me about myself in his holy Word? 

A: He says that I am a sinner and deserve only his punishment.  

 

Q: What should I do if I am not aware of my sins or am not troubled by them? 

A: I should examine myself according to the Ten Commandments and ask how well I have carried out my 

responsibilities as a husband or wife or single person, as a parent or child, an employer or employee, a 

teacher or student. Have I loved God with all my heart, gladly heard his Word, and patiently endured 

affliction? Have I been disobedient, proud, or unforgiving? Have I been selfish, lazy, envious, or 

quarrelsome? Have I lied or deceived, taken something not mine, or given anyone a bad name? Have I 

abused my body or permitted indecent thoughts to linger in my mind? Have I failed to do what is right and 

good?  

 

Q: When I realize that I have sinned against God and deserve his punishment, what 

should I do?  

A: I will confess before God all my sins, those which I remember as well as those of which I am unaware. I 

will pray to God for his mercy and forgiveness. 

 

Q: How do I receive his gracious forgiveness? 

A: His Word assures me that Jesus led a pure and holy life for me and died on the cross for me to pay the 

full price for all my sins. Through faith in Jesus, I have been clothed in my Savior’s perfect righteousness 

and holiness.  

 

Q: What further assurance do I have that Jesus is mine and I am his? 

A: In Holy Communion he gives me his body and blood together with the bread and wine as a truly life-

giving food and drink to unite me with him and my fellow believers. By means of this sacrament, Jesus not 

only forgives my sins but sweeps away all my doubts about his love for me, gives me his own strength to 

live a God-pleasing life, and grants me a joyful foretaste of heaven.  

 

Q: How can I be sure that I receive all these blessings in the Lord’s Supper? 

A: I have his own word spoken as his last will and testament on the night before he died. There he tells me: 

“Take and eat; this is my body. Drink from it, all of you; this is my blood which is poured out for you for 

the forgiveness of sins. Do this in remembrance of me.”  

 

Q: How will I respond to this priceless gift from Jesus? 

A: I will daily thank and praise him for his love to me. With his help I will fight temptation, do my best to 

correct whatever wrongs I have done, and serve him and those around me with love and good works.  

 

Lord Jesus, with joy and gratitude I now come to your table to receive the precious food of your life-giving 

body and blood. May it strengthen me to remain in you as you remain in me, so that I bear much fruit in 

devoted service to you and in acts of kindness to others. Amen. 

 

 
 

Christian Worship 1993, p. 156 

© 1993, NPH, Milwaukee, WI 
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Questions/Comments about Zion? Contact:  Mobile  Email 

Pastor James Enderle (920) 949-1038 james.enderle@mzls.org 

President: Randy Loppnow (920) 864-7584       randyloppnow@yahoo.com 

School Board: Alec Otto (920) 328-5374             alecotto75@gmail.com 

Principal: Jacob Geidel (262) 353-2859            jacob.geidel@mzls.org 
 

School Faculty: Hillary Geidel, Brenda Kuchenbecker, Michaela Hagenow, Sharon Richter, Jacob Geidel 

Website: www.mzluth.org Synod : www.wels.net 

Custodians: Ron and Cindy Beyer    (920) 864-7427  

                     Abbey Ossmann             (920) 203-8627 

Secretary: Jackie Zeamer       (920) 660-8878 jackie.zeamer@mzls.org 

Church/School Office:   (920) 864-2349  

Church and Parsonage: (920) 864-2348 

 

Christian Family Solutions Appleton (WELS counseling) cfc@wlcfs.org 

Go to https://appointment.christianfamilysolutions.org/ or scan the QR Code (920) 438-1772 

for an appointment 
 

Living Hope Counseling Ministries De Pere (WELS counseling)  LHfrontdesk@livinghopellc.org 

https://www.livinghopellc.org/contact  (920) 338-8699 

https://appointment.christianfamilysolutions.org/
https://www.livinghopellc.org/contact

