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Popularity is not Proof of Success  
 

 

In 2009, Facebook added the “like” button. That same year, Twitter added 

the “retweet” feature. Interestingly, reported cases of depression began to 

rise sharply in 2010. It is easy to think that the more people like us, the 

more successful our lives must be. Likewise, it is easy to believe the more 

people like a church, the more successful that church is. So here is an 

important epiphany for both individuals and churches. Popularity is not proof 

of success.   
 

Though there will be times when Christ’s gospel and those who proclaim it 

are popular, that popularity is never the goal. Nor does that popularity define 

success. If a church makes its central focus things like personal 

improvement, healing for the sick, or social justice, that church may draw a 

crowd. It just fails to carry out the true agenda Christ has given his Church. 

The gospel of forgiveness is to be the center of all our preaching and 

teaching. The agenda for Christ’s Church is set. It’s the same agenda that 

was followed by the Church’s Christ.   

 

 

 

 
 

Wisconsin Evangelical 

Lutheran Synod 
 
 

Our mission is to 

Glorify God 
as we  

Gather  
around the Gospel 

to help people 

Grow 
in the Gospel 

and 

Go 
with the Gospel 

 

Welcome! We thank 

God that you have 

joined us at worship 

today.  

 Restrooms are 

located in the 

basement. Hearing 

loop headphones and 

Large Print Hymnals 

are available from an 

usher. 

 If your children need 

to leave worship, 

please take them to 

the basement. A TV 

broadcasts the service 

in the basement. 

Today we gather 

together in the 

presence of God. He is 

present among us in a 

special way through 

his Word and 

Sacrament. We 

acknowledge our sin 

and rejoice in the good 

news of forgiveness 

through the life and 

death of Christ. This is 

the focus of our 

worship. 
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Opening Hymn                                  Go Forth and Preach the Gospel CW 908 

 

 

 

 
Text: James J. Chepponis, b. 1956 
Tune: Gesang-Buch der Herzogl. Hofkapelle, Württemberg, 1784 
Text: © 2009 Birnamwood Publications, a div. of MorningStar Music Publishers, Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 725297 
Tune: Public domain 

 
Stand 

 

M: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 
 

CONFESSION OF SINS AND ABSOLUTION 

 

M: Blessed are they whose transgressions are forgiven, whose sins are covered. 

C: Blessed are they whose sin the Lord does not count against them. 

 

M: Let us confess our sins to the Lord. 

C: Almighty and merciful Father,  
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     we have strayed from your ways like lost sheep. 

     We have followed our own selfish ways and the desires of our hearts.  

We have offended you and sinned against your holy law.  

We have done those things that we should not have done,  

   and we have not done those things that we should have done.  

Have mercy on us, Lord!  

   Spare us, forgive us, and restore us,  

   according to your promises in Christ Jesus. 
 

Silence for meditation and reflection 
 

M: Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his only Son, Jesus 

Christ, who gave his life as the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole world. 

Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your 

sins in the name of the Father and of the (T) Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 
 

 

PRAYER AND PRAISE 
 

M: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord. 

 

Oh, Taste and See 
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Prayer of the Day  
M: Let us pray. 
 

 Almighty and everlasting God, look with mercy on our weaknesses, and in all our 

dangers and needs stretch out the right hand of your majesty to help and defend us; 

through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
C: Amen. 
 

Be Seated 

 

Grades 3-4 (Sunday 8:00 am)                                                                       Blessed Are Those  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5 What does the Lord God ask of me? 

 I should serve with all of my heart, 

And follow each of His commands  

 so our ways will never part.  

 
Linda Moeller 2007 

1 What does the Lord God ask of me? 

 I should walk in all His ways, 

And fear and love Him faithfully 

 Even now and all my days. 

 

Refrain 

For blessed are those  

 who hear the Word of God and obey it. 

For blessed are those  

 who hear the word of God and obey it.  
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THE WORD 
 

First Lesson Jeremiah 1:4-10  
The LORD called Jeremiah to fearlessly share God’s Word, even if what he said made him unpopular.   

 4The word of the LORD came to me, saying, 

5“Before I formed you in the womb I knew you, 

 before you were born I set you apart; 

 I appointed you as a prophet to the nations.” 

 6“Alas, Sovereign LORD,” I said, “I do not know how to speak; I am too young.” 

 7But the LORD said to me, “Do not say, ‘I am too young.’ You must go to everyone I 

send you to and say whatever I command you. 8Do not be afraid of them, for I am with 

you and will rescue you,” declares the LORD. 

 9Then the LORD reached out his hand and touched my mouth and said to me, “I have 

put my words in your mouth. 10See, today I appoint you over nations and kingdoms to 

uproot and tear down, to destroy and overthrow, to build and to plant.” (NIV) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



6 

 

 

Psalm of the Day God Is My Strong Salvation Psalm 71a CW 

 

 
  

In you, LORD, I have taken / refuge; 

    let me never be / put to shame. 

In your righteousness, rescue me and de- / liver me; 

    turn your ear to me and / save me. 

Be my rock of / refuge, 

    to which I can / always go.   Refrain 

  

Since my youth, God, you have / taught me, 

    and to this day I declare your / marv’lous deeds. 

Even when I am / old and gray, 

    do not forsake / me, my God, 

till I declare your power to the next gener- / ation, 

    your mighty acts to all who / are to come. 

Glory be to the Father and / to the Son 

    and to the Holy / Spirit, 

as it was in the be- / ginning, 

    is now, and will be forever. / Amen.    Refrain 

Tune: Melchior Vulpius 
Setting: Hal H. Hopson 
Tune: Public domain 
Setting: © 1988 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 725297 
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Second Lesson 2 Timothy 3:14-4:5 
A temptation is for spiritual teachers to say only what people want to hear, equating personal popularity with 

success. St. Paul gives young Pastor Timothy a different agenda.    
 14But as for you, continue in what you have learned and have become convinced of, 

because you know those from whom you learned it, 15and how from infancy you have 

known the Holy Scriptures, which are able to make you wise for salvation through faith 

in Christ Jesus. 16All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, 

correcting and training in righteousness, 17so that the servant of God may be thoroughly 

equipped for every good work. 

 1In the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who will judge the living and the dead, 

and in view of his appearing and his kingdom, I give you this charge: 2Preach the word; 

be prepared in season and out of season; correct, rebuke and encourage—with great 

patience and careful instruction. 3For the time will come when people will not put up 

with sound doctrine. Instead, to suit their own desires, they will gather around them a 

great number of teachers to say what their itching ears want to hear. 4They will turn 

their ears away from the truth and turn aside to myths. 5But you, keep your head in all 

situations, endure hardship, do the work of an evangelist, discharge all the duties of 

your ministry. (NIV) 

 

Verse of the Day  

M: Alleluia. I must proclaim the good news of the kingdom of God, because that is 

why I was sent. Alleluia. (Luke 4:43 NIV) 
 

Stand 
 

Gospel  Luke 4:38-44 
Jesus was popular in Capernaum. The people wanted him to stay there permanently. Jesus knew for his mission 

to be successful, he needed to proclaim the good news in other towns. 

 38Jesus left the synagogue and went to the home of Simon. Now Simon’s mother-in-law 

was suffering from a high fever, and they asked Jesus to help her. 39So he bent over her 

and rebuked the fever, and it left her. She got up at once and began to wait on them. 

 40At sunset, the people brought to Jesus all who had various kinds of sickness, and 

laying his hands on each one, he healed them. 41Moreover, demons came out of many 

people, shouting, “You are the Son of God!” But he rebuked them and would not allow 

them to speak, because they knew he was the Messiah. 

 42At daybreak, Jesus went out to a solitary place. The people were looking for him and 

when they came to where he was, they tried to keep him from leaving them. 43But he 

said, “I must proclaim the good news of the kingdom of God to the other towns also, 

because that is why I was sent.” 44And he kept on preaching in the synagogues of Judea. 

(NIV) 
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M: This is the Gospel of the Lord.  

C: Praise be to you, O Christ! 

Be Seated 
 

Hymn of the Day                               O Christians, Haste CW 901 
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Text: Mary A. Thomson, 1834–1923, abr., alt. 
Tune: Bruce R. Backer, b. 1929 
Text: Public domain 
Tune: © 1993 Bruce R. Backer, admin. Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 725297 

 

 
 

 

Sermon                            2 Timothy 3:14-4:5 
 

 

Stand 

Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty,  

  maker of heaven and earth,  

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

  born of the virgin Mary,  

  suffered under Pontius Pilate,  

  was crucified, died, and was buried.  

 He descended into hell.  

 The third day he rose again from the dead.  

 He ascended into heaven  

  and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.  

 From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit,  

  the holy Christian Church,  

   the communion of saints,  

  the forgiveness of sins,  

  the resurrection of the body,  

  and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

 

Be Seated 

 

Offering 
 

Stand 

 

 

 

 

 

Please sign the friendship register located in your pew. 
 

Guests please don’t feel a necessity to give an offering today. “Each of you should 

give what you have decided in your heart to give, not reluctantly or under 

compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver” (2 Corinthians 9:7). 



10 

 

 

Prayer of the Church  

 

Lord’s Prayer  . 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 

bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 

against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 

thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

 

M: O Lord God, our heavenly Father, pour out the Holy Spirit on your faithful people. 

Keep us strong in your grace and truth, protect and comfort us in all temptation, 

and bestow on us your saving peace, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen 

 

Benediction 

M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another.  

 Serve the Lord with gladness. 

 The Lord bless you and keep you. 

 The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

 The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace. 

C: Amen. 
 

Be Seated 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



11 

 

 

Closing Hymn Preserve Your Word, O Savior CW 874 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: tr. William J. Schaefer, 1891–1976, alt.; Andreas Gryphius, 1616–1664, abr. 
Tune: Leonhart Schröter, c. 1532–c. 1601 
Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 725297 
Tune: Public domain 

Acknowledgments 

Service of Word  © 1993 Northwestern Publishing House. All rights reserved.  OneLicense.net License #A-725297 

Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, New International Version®, NIV®. Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 by 

Biblica, Inc.TM Used by permission of Zondervan. All rights reserved worldwide. 

Liturgical and musical settings of Scripture based on text from The Holy Bible, New International Version®, NIV®. Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 by 

Biblica, Inc.TM Used by permission of Zondervan. All rights reserved worldwide. 

Software distributed in partnership with Northwestern Publishing House. 

Created by Christian Worship: Service Builder © 2024 Concordia Publishing House. 

 



12 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

Questions/Comments about Zion? Contact:  Mobile  Email 

Pastor James Enderle (920) 949-1038 james.enderle@mzls.org 

President: Randy Loppnow (920) 864-7584       randyloppnow@yahoo.com 

School Board: Alec Otto (920) 328-5374             alecotto75@gmail.com 

Principal: Jacob Geidel (262) 353-2859            jacob.geidel@mzls.org 
 

School Faculty: Hillary Geidel, Brenda Kuchenbecker, Michaela Hagenow, Sharon Richter, Jacob Geidel 

Website: www.mzluth.org Synod : www.wels.net 

Custodians: Ron and Cindy Beyer    (920) 864-7427  

                     Abbey Ossmann             (920) 203-8627 

Secretary: Jackie Zeamer       (920) 660-8878 jackie.zeamer@mzls.org 

Church/School Office:   (920) 864-2349  

Church and Parsonage: (920) 864-2348 

 

Christian Family Solutions Appleton (WELS counseling) cfc@wlcfs.org 

Go to https://appointment.christianfamilysolutions.org/ or scan the QR Code (920) 438-1772 

for an appointment 
 

Living Hope Counseling Ministries De Pere (WELS counseling)  LHfrontdesk@livinghopellc.org 

https://www.livinghopellc.org/contact  (920) 338-8699 

https://appointment.christianfamilysolutions.org/
https://www.livinghopellc.org/contact

