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Our mission is to

Glorify God

as we

Gather

around the Gospel
to help people

Grow

in the Gospel
and

Go
with the Gospel

Welcome! We thank
God that you have
joined us at worship
today.

Restrooms are
located in the
basement. Hearing
loop headphones and
Large Print Hymnals
are available from an
usher.

If your children need
to leave worship,
please take them to
the basement. ATV
broadcasts the service
in the basement.

Today we gather
together in the
presence of God. He is
present among us in a
special way through
his Word and
Sacrament. We
acknowledge our sin
and rejoice in the good
news of forgiveness
through the life and
death of Christ. This is
the focus of our
worship.

February 27 & March 2, 2025
The Transifiguration of Our Lord

|
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Glory is Hidden in Order to Be Revealed

Would you look directly at the sun? Only if you wanted to burn your retinas
and have permanent blind spots. Would you like to look directly at God? It
sounds wonderful in theory. Yet Scripture describes God'’s glory as being
brighter than the sun. Moreover, one component of God’s glory is his
holiness. Being holy doesn’t just mean God loves good; he also hates evil
with burning intensity. And we sin every day. No wonder the Lord once told
Moses, “No one may see me and live” (Exodus 33:20). Sinners would die of
fear if they saw God in all his holy glory.

So, how then can we possibly know God? How can we draw near to him
without dying of terror? In our final epiphany moment of this season, God
explains. God hides his glory in order to reveal himself. To carry out his good
and glorious work of salvation, Jesus hid his glory and went to the cross. To
allow sinners to stare at his glory without fear or harm, God hides it in the
gospel. In the gospel, we see the glory of Christ’s love, power, and salvation.
The reality is that when God’s glory is hidden, it is most on display.



Opening Hymn
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Christ Begins CW 385:1-3
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1 We stand and we on the bank, wide-eyed.

2 Mar - y’s whis - per but it’s not the time.

3 See the sun out on the hill and hide.
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o - pens wide, and a like thun-der re - plies.
fin - est wine. Tell me, who this by our side?
0 - pens wide, and a like thun-der re - plies.
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God, my King, the has come, Christ be - gins.
Text: Luke Thompson, b. 1981
Tune: Luke Thompson, b. 1981; Kent Reeder, b. 1986
Text and tune: © 2017 Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 725297
Stand

M: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

C: Amen.



TRANSFIGURATION DIALOGUE

In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. Now the earth was
formless and empty, darkness was over the surface of the deep, and the Spirit of
God was hovering over the waters. And God said, “Let there be light,” and there was
light.

God saw that the light was good, and he separated the light from the
darkness.

When the woman saw that the fruit of the tree was good for food and pleasing to the
eye, and also desirable for gaining wisdom, she took some and ate it. She also gave
some to her husband, who was with her, and he ate it.

See, darkness covers the earth and thick darkness is over the peoples.

: The people walking in darkness have seen a great light; on those living in the land

of deep darkness a light has dawned. For to us a child is born, to us a son is given,
and the government will be on his shoulders. And he will be called Wonderful
Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.

C: Arise, shine, for your light has come, and the glory of the Lord has risen

upon us.

M: When the wicked advance against me to devour me, it is my enemies and my foes

C:

who will stumble and fall. Though an army besiege me, my heart will not fear;
though war break out against me, even then I will be confident.
The Lord is my light and my salvation—whom shall I fear?

M: My dear children, I write this to you so that you will not sin. But if anybody does sin,

C:

we have an advocate with the Father—dJesus Christ, the Righteous One.

If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in
us. If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins
and purify us from all unrighteousness. If we claim we have not sinned, we
make him out to be a liar and his word is not in us.



Hymn
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tru - ly I'd serve thee, light of my soul, my joy, my crown.
Je - sus is pur - er, he makes our sor - r’'wing spir - it sing.

Text: Minsterisch Gesangbuch, Miinster, 1677, abr.; tr. Joseph A. Seiss, 1823-1904
Tune: Silesian, 19th cent.
Text and tune: Public domain

: In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was
God. He was with God in the beginning. Through him all things were made; without
him nothing was made that has been made. In him was life, and that life was the
light of all mankind.

: The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.

: Jesus said, “I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will never walk in
darkness but will have the light of life.”

: His face shone like the sun, and his clothes became as white as the light.

: The true light that gives light to everyone was coming into the world. Out of his
fullness we have all received grace in place of grace already given. For the law was
given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ.

Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his only Son, Jesus
Christ, who gave his life as the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole world.
Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your
sins in the name of the Father and of the (r) Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Be Seated



Hymn Beautiful Savior CW 522:3-4
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praise, ad - o - ra - tion now and for-ev - er- more be thine!

Prayer of the Day
M: Let us pray.

O God, in the glorious transfiguration of your only-begotten Son, you confirmed the
mysteries of the faith by the testimony of Moses and Elijah, and in the voice that
came from the bright cloud, you foreshadowed our adoption as your sons. In your
mercy, make us co-heirs of glory with Jesus our King, and bring us at last to
heaven; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C: Amen.

THE WORD

First Lesson

Exodus 34:29-35

The glory of God was reflected in the two-sided covenant of the law which God established through Moses. It
made people afraid. Through Christ God would establish a new and greater covenant which would remove all our

fears.

29When Moses came down from Mount Sinai with the two tablets of the covenant
law in his hands, he was not aware that his face was radiant because he had
spoken with the Lord. 3°When Aaron and all the Israelites saw Moses, his face was
radiant, and they were afraid to come near him. 31But Moses called to them; so
Aaron and all the leaders of the community came back to him, and he spoke to
them. 32Afterward all the Israelites came near him, and he gave them all the
commands the Lord had given him on Mount Sinai.
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33When Moses finished speaking to them, he put a veil over his face. 3¢But
whenever he entered the Lord’s presence to speak with him, he removed the veil
until he came out. And when he came out and told the Israelites what he had been
commanded, 3they saw that his face was radiant. Then Moses would put the veil
back over his face until he went in to speak with the Lord. (NIV)

Psalm of the Day You are My Son Psalm 2a
Refrain
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You are my Son; this day have I be-got-ten vyou.

LI

Why do the / nations rage?
Why do the peoples / plot in vain?

The kings of the earth take their stand and the rulers assemble a- / gainst the LORD
and against his A- / nointed One. Refrain

He who sits in / heaven laughs;
the Lord / scoffs at them.

Then he addresses them in his anger and frightens them with his fury, / saying,
“I have set my King on Zion, my / holy hill.”  Refrain

[ will declare the / LORD’s decree:

He said to me, “You are my Son; today I have be- / gotten you.”
Glory be to the Father and / to the Son

and to the / Holy Spirit,
as it was in the be- / ginning,

is now, and will be forever. / Amen. Refrain

Text: translation

Tune: Thomas Pavlechko

Text: © 2021 Northwestern Publishing House (verse text tr.). Used by permission: OneLicense no. 725297
Music: © 2004, 2012 Thomas Pavlechko, admin. Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 725297
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Second Lesson 2 Corinthians 3:7-18
Paul declares that the glory of the New Covenant of grace far surpasses the glory of the Old Covenant of law. The
glory of the New Covenant is hidden in the work of Christ and revealed through the work of the Holy Spirit.

"Now if the ministry that brought death, which was engraved in letters on stone,
came with glory, so that the Israelites could not look steadily at the face of Moses
because of its glory, transitory though it was, 8will not the ministry of the Spirit be
even more glorious? °If the ministry that brought condemnation was glorious, how
much more glorious is the ministry that brings righteousness! °For what was
glorious has no glory now in comparison with the surpassing glory. !And if what
was transitory came with glory, how much greater is the glory of that which lasts!

12Therefore, since we have such a hope, we are very bold. 3We are not like
Moses, who would put a veil over his face to prevent the Israelites from seeing the
end of what was passing away. “But their minds were made dull, for to this day the
same veill remains when the old covenant 1s read. It has not been removed, because
only in Christ is it taken away. "Even to this day when Moses is read, a veil covers
their hearts. But whenever anyone turns to the Lord, the veil is taken away.
1"Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom.
18And we all, who with unveiled faces contemplate the Lord’s glory, are being
transformed into his image with ever-increasing glory, which comes from the Lord,
who is the Spirit. (NIV)

Verse of the Day
M: Alleluia. A cloud covered them, and a voice came from the cloud: “This is my Son,
whom I love. Listen to him!” Alleluia. (Mark 9:7 NIV)

Stand

Gospel Luke 9:28-36
The glory of God, hidden in Christ, shines through on the Mount of Transfiguration.

28About eight days after Jesus said this, he took Peter, John and James with him and
went up onto a mountain to pray. 29As he was praying, the appearance of his face
changed, and his clothes became as bright as a flash of lightning. 30Two men, Moses
and Elijjah, appeared in glorious splendor, talking with Jesus. 3'They spoke about his
departure, which he was about to bring to fulfillment at Jerusalem. 32Peter and his
companions were very sleepy, but when they became fully awake, they saw his glory
and the two men standing with him. 33As the men were leaving Jesus, Peter said to
him, “Master, it is good for us to be here. Let us put up three shelters—one for you, one
for Moses and one for Elijah.” (He did not know what he was saying.)



34While he was speaking, a cloud appeared and covered them, and they were afraid as
they entered the cloud. 35A voice came from the cloud, saying, “This is my Son, whom I
have chosen; listen to him.” 3When the voice had spoken, they found that Jesus was
alone. The disciples kept this to themselves and did not tell anyone at that time what
they had seen. (NIV)

M: This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise be to you, O Christ!

Be Seated
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Sermon 2 Corinthians 3:7-18
Stand

Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Be Seated
Please sign the friendship register located in your pew.
Offering Guests please don’t feel a necessity to give an offering today. “Each of you should
give what you have decided in your heart to give, not reluctantly or under
Stand compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver” (2 Corinthians 9:7).

Prayer of the Church
M: Eternal God and Father, we pray for the Church around the world. Always keep

your people faithful to you. Lift the veil from our eyes and guide us to see Christ in
the Word and sacraments. During all the distractions of life, help us set our sights
on Jesus. Keep us safe and protect us from the tricks and treachery of the devil.
Lord, in your mercy:

C: Hear our prayer.



C:

M:

: We pray that you move us to have compassion on those stumbling in the darkness

and empower us to proclaim Christ to all who have no faith. Give us courage to be
unashamed of the light you have given us and to carry it willingly with joy
wherever we go and whatever we do. Lord, in your mercy:

Hear our prayer.

Hear our prayers for Christians everywhere who are being persecuted because of
the light they bear. Give them the strength to endure the hardships they are
undergoing and give them the peace and hope of Christ as they battle on. [We pray
especially for...here name the person and the cause of the petition.] Lord, in your
mercy:

Hear our prayer.

We pray that Christ reveals his gracious presence to all who suffer. We pray
especially for our families and those in our circle of friends who are sick or in need
and for everyone whose needs we hold in our hearts. Lord, in your mercy:

Hear our prayer.

: Be with us, Lord, as we think about the coming days of Lent. Let your law convince

us that we indeed deserve your punishment and would be lost forever without
Christ. As our hearts fill with sorrow and regret, lift us up to see the Savior’s
sacrifice on the cross and give us hearts full of faith in him. Lord, in your mercy:
Hear our prayer.

Hear us, Lord, as we pray in silence.

Silent prayer

M:

Lord God, hear the prayers we offer and let your grace and mercy flow to us and all
for whom we pray. We ask this through Jesus Christ our Lord, the Light of the
world.

Amen.
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Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily
bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass
against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For
thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

M: O Lord God, our heavenly Father, pour out the Holy Spirit on your faithful people.
Keep us strong in your grace and truth, protect and comfort us in all temptation,
and bestow on us your saving peace, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C: Amen

Benediction

M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another.
Serve the Lord with gladness.

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace.

C: Amen.

Be Seated

Choir (Sunday 8:00 am) Shout to the Lord

By Natalie Sleeth

My Jesus, my Savior, Lord, there is none like You, 1975 Hope Publishing Co.

All of my days I want to praise the wonders of Your mighty love.
My comfort, my shelter, tower of refuge and strength,

Let ev’ry breath, all that I am, never cease to worship You.

Shout to the Lord all the earth let us sing

Power and majesty, praise to the King;

Mountains bow down and seas will roar at the sound of Your name.
I sing for joy at the work of Your hand,

Forever I'll love You, forever I'll stand,

Nothing compares with the promise I have in You.
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Closing Rite: Farewell to Alleluia

M: Brothers and sisters in Christ, when we gather for worship again the day will be Ash
Wednesday, the first day of the season of Lent. On that day we will begin our solemn
Lenten journey to the Savior’s cross. While the joy of faith remains undiminished
throughout the year, our rejoicing during Lent is muted and quiet. For centuries,
therefore, the Christian Church has omitted its most jubilant songs during the season,
including the song Alleluia, which means, “Praise the Lord.”

Now for a time we shall say farewell to Alleluia. With this we prepare ourselves for the
quieter days of Lent. But the Alleluias will return on Easter dawn, as we gather to
shout our songs of praise to the risen Lord.

Alleluia, Song Of Triumph Text by Jason Mason Neale (11th Century) Adopted by James Tiefel — 1998

C: Alleluia, song of triumph, sound of joy that cannot die;
Alleluia is the anthem ever dear to choirs on high;
Saints adorned in robes of glory join the great angelic cry.

Alleluia we are singing, voicing hymns in pure accord,
With Christ’s holy Church united, justified, redeemed, restored,
And with all his faithful people raise our songs to praise the Lord.

Alleluia cannot always be our song while here below;
Alleluia our transgressions make us for a while forego.
For the solemn time is coming when our tears for sin must flow.

May our hymns be filled with longing — hear us, Holy Trinity,
As we look to your blest Easter, here, and then eternally,
When we shall once more be singing Alleluia joyfully!

Service of the Word © 1993 Northwestern Publishing House. All rights reserved. OneLicense.net License #A-725297

Down From the Mount of Glory

Text: Werner H. Franzmann, 1905-1996

Tune: Bartholoméus Helder, 1585-1635

Text: © 1968 Werner H. Franzmann, admin. Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 725297
Tune: Public domain
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