
 March 30, 2025 
4th Sunday in Lent 

 

 
 

Grace Instead of Condemnation 
 

 

We assume people get what they deserve. We assume that what goes 

around comes around. We assume God helps those who help themselves. 

Those assumptions are false. God does not operate on the principle of merit 

but of grace. No one is beyond the reach of God’s grace. God never turns it 

off. At the entrance of God’s open door is not a Father looking to condemn 

us, but a Father who has eagerly longed for our return. When we do, he 

takes us in his loving arms and assures us we are still his child. When the 

weight of our sin makes us fearful of God’s condemnation, he reveals his 

grace yet again. 

 

 

We thank the Fox Valley Lutheran High School A Cappella Choir for joining us 

this morning and sharing the Gospel of Jesus with us. The A Cappella Choir 

is a mixed (male and female) choir open to sophomores, juniors, and 

seniors. Fox Vally Lutheran (FVL) is located in Appleton, WI and one of our 

partners in the WELS for Christan Education. FVL’s enrollment is nearing 

800 students including over 30 international students. Several Morrison 

Zion members currently attend FVL and many of our members are alumni.  

 

 

 
 

Wisconsin Evangelical 

Lutheran Synod 
 
 

Our mission is to 

Glorify God 
as we  

Gather  
around the Gospel 

to help people 

Grow 
in the Gospel 

and 

Go 
with the Gospel 

 

Welcome! We thank 

God that you have 

joined us at worship 

today.  

 Restrooms are 

located in the 

basement. Hearing 

loop headphones and 

Large Print Hymnals 

are available from an 

usher. 

 If your children need 

to leave worship, 

please take them to 

the basement. A TV 

broadcasts the service 

in the basement. 

Today we gather 

together in the 

presence of God. He is 

present among us in a 

special way through 

his Word and 

Sacrament. We 

acknowledge our sin 

and rejoice in the good 

news of forgiveness 

through the life and 

death of Christ. This is 

the focus of our 

worship. 
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FVL A Cappella Choir Amen Siakudumisa 

 

 

 

 

FVL A Cappella Choir Rejoice in the Lord Alway 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Hymn I Run To Christ CW 333 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Stand 
 

Traditional South African 
S.C. Molefe 

Arranged by Cameron F. LaBarr 

Amen, siakudumisa, Amen bawo, masithi. 

Amen, we praise your name, O God. Amen, Father. Hear us. 

Philippians 4:4-7 (KJV) 
Anonymous (mid-16th c.), 

 

Rejoice in the Lord alway: and again I say, Rejoice. 

 

Let your softness be known unto all men. The Lord is e’en at hand. 

 

Be careful for nothing; but in all prayer and supplication let your 

petitions be manifest unto God with giving of thanks. 

 

And the peace of God, which passeth all understanding, keep your 

hearts and minds through Christ Jesu.  Amen. 
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M: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the 

Holy Spirit be with you. 

C: And also with you. 

 

CONFESSION OF SINS 
 

M: God so loved the world that while we were yet sinners, Jesus Christ was given to die 

for us. Through the power of the Holy Spirit, God promises to heal us and forgive us. 

Let us confess our sins in the presence of God and one another. 

Silence for personal reflection 

M: Jesus invites you: “Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give 

you rest.” (Matthew 11:28) 

C:  We have come to the Lord’s house wearied by our work and burdened by 

our problems. 

 

M:  Isaiah said of the Savior: “A bruised reed He will not break,” (Isaiah 42:3) and again: 

“He was bruised for our iniquities…by His wounds we are healed.” (Isaiah 53:5) 

C:  We have come bruised by the actions of others and bruised by our repeated 

falls into sin. 

 

M:  Isaiah says that God the Father sent Jesus “to bind up the brokenhearted, to 

proclaim freedom for the captives…to comfort all who mourn.” (Isaiah 61:1-2) 

C:  We come broken in spirit because we cannot pay for our wrongs, broken in 

heart because we long for the peace of forgiveness.  
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M: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given His only Son to be 

the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Because of Jesus’ atoning work, God assures us in 

the Bible: 

C: “As far as the East is from the West, so far has he removed our 

transgressions from us.” (Psalm 103:12)  

 

M: He says, “I will forgive their wickedness and I will remember their sins no more.” 

(Jeremiah 31:24) 

C: “The blood of Jesus, His Son, purifies us from all sin.” (1 John 2:7) 

M: Our Lord sent his Son, Jesus, to the cross for our salvation. Our God truly has 
compassion on us with his unending forgiveness. Jesus paid the price for your sins 
as he proclaimed, “It is finished.” You have been released from the guilt of your sins, 
restored in your relationship with the Almighty and renewed to live a new and holy 
life unto the Lord. You are forgiven in the Name of the Father, and of the Son and of 
the Holy Spirit. 

C: Thanks be to God for his mercy and love!  
 



5 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Chris Anderson, b. 1971 
Tune: Greg Habegger, b. 1973 
Text and tune: © 2010 Church Works Media (adm. at IntegratedRights.com). Used by permission: OneLicense no. 725297 

Be Seated 

Prayer of the Day  
M: Let us pray. 
 

 Almighty God, our heavenly Father, your mercies are new every morning; and 

though we deserve only punishment, you receive us as your children and provide for 

all our needs of body and soul. Grant that we may heartily acknowledge your 

merciful goodness, give thanks for all your benefits, and serve you in willing 

obedience; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 
C: Amen. 
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THE WORD 
 

Lesson  Romans 8:1–10 
In Christ Jesus, God has already condemned all sin. For us there is only grace and the gift of the Holy Spirit. 

 1Therefore, there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus, 
2because through Christ Jesus the law of the Spirit who gives life has set you free 

from the law of sin and death. 3For what the law was powerless to do because it was 

weakened by the flesh, God did by sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh 

to be a sin offering. And so he condemned sin in the flesh, 4in order that the 

righteous requirement of the law might be fully met in us, who do not live according 

to the flesh but according to the Spirit. 

 5Those who live according to the flesh have their minds set on what the flesh 

desires; but those who live in accordance with the Spirit have their minds set on 

what the Spirit desires. 6The mind governed by the flesh is death, but the mind 

governed by the Spirit is life and peace. 7The mind governed by the flesh is hostile to 

God; it does not submit to God’s law, nor can it do so. 8Those who are in the realm of 

the flesh cannot please God. 

 9You, however, are not in the realm of the flesh but are in the realm of the Spirit, 

if indeed the Spirit of God lives in you. And if anyone does not have the Spirit of 

Christ, they do not belong to Christ. 10But if Christ is in you, then even though your 

body is subject to death because of sin, the Spirit gives life because of righteousness. 

(NIV) 
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Hymn  Reformation Song CW 877:3-4 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Tim Chester, b. 1967; Bob Kauflin, b. 1955 
Tune: Tim Chester, b. 1967; Bob Kauflin, b. 1955 
Text and tune: © 2017 Sovereign Grace Praise, admin. IntegratedRights.com. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 725297 

 

 

Lesson                           Luke 15:1–3,11–32 
How does God respond to those who object to or are enraged by his grace? He responds with more grace. 

 1Now the tax collectors and sinners were all gathering around to hear Jesus. 2But the 

Pharisees and the teachers of the law muttered, “This man welcomes sinners and eats 

with them.” 
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 3Then Jesus told them this parable: 

 11Jesus continued: “There was a man who had two sons. 12The younger one said to his 

father, ‘Father, give me my share of the estate.’ So he divided his property between 

them. 

 13“Not long after that, the younger son got together all he had, set off for a distant 

country and there squandered his wealth in wild living. 14After he had spent everything, 

there was a severe famine in that whole country, and he began to be in need. 15So he 

went and hired himself out to a citizen of that country, who sent him to his fields to feed 

pigs. 16He longed to fill his stomach with the pods that the pigs were eating, but no one 

gave him anything. 

 17“When he came to his senses, he said, ‘How many of my father’s hired servants have 

food to spare, and here I am starving to death! 18I will set out and go back to my father 

and say to him: Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you. 19I am no longer 

worthy to be called your son; make me like one of your hired servants.’ 20So he got up 

and went to his father. 

  “But while he was still a long way off, his father saw him and was filled with 

compassion for him; he ran to his son, threw his arms around him and kissed him. 

 21“The son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you. I am no 

longer worthy to be called your son.’ 

 22“But the father said to his servants, ‘Quick! Bring the best robe and put it on him. 

Put a ring on his finger and sandals on his feet. 23Bring the fattened calf and kill it. Let’s 

have a feast and celebrate. 24For this son of mine was dead and is alive again; he was 

lost and is found.’ So they began to celebrate. 

 25“Meanwhile, the older son was in the field. When he came near the house, he heard 

music and dancing. 26So he called one of the servants and asked him what was going on. 
27‘Your brother has come,’ he replied, ‘and your father has killed the fattened calf 

because he has him back safe and sound.’ 

 28“The older brother became angry and refused to go in. So his father went out and 

pleaded with him. 29But he answered his father, ‘Look! All these years I’ve been slaving 

for you and never disobeyed your orders. Yet you never gave me even a young goat so I 

could celebrate with my friends. 30But when this son of yours who has squandered your 

property with prostitutes comes home, you kill the fattened calf for him!’ 

 31“ ‘My son,’ the father said, ‘you are always with me, and everything I have is yours. 
32But we had to celebrate and be glad, because this brother of yours was dead and is 

alive again; he was lost and is found.’ ” (NIV) 
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FVL A Cappella Choir What God Ordains 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FVL A Cappella Choir Hark, I Hear the Harps Resounding 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Sermon                            Luke 15:1–3,11–32 
 

Stand 

 

 

Words: Samuel Rodigast (1649-1708) 
Music: Josh Bauder 

What God ordains is always good: His will is just and holy. 

And though the path be wrought with thorns, I follow meek and lowly. 

My God indeed in ev’ry need knows well how He will shield me; 

To Him, then, I will yield me, to him, then, I will yield me. 

 

What God ordains is always good: He is my Friend and Father. 

He suffers naught to do me harm, tho’ many storms may gather. 

Now I may know both joy and woe; someday I shall see clearly 

That He hath loved me dearly, that He hath loved me dearly. 

 

What God ordains is always good: though I the cup am drinking 

Which savors now of bitterness, I take it without shrinking. 

For after grief God gives relief, my heart with comfort filling 

And all my sorrow stilling, and all my sorrow stilling. 

 

What God ordains is always good: this truth remains unshaken. 

Tho’ sorrow, need, or death be mine, I shall not be forsaken. 

I fear no harm, for with His arm He shall embrace and shield me; 

So to my God I yield me, so to my God I yield me. 

 

 

Words: F.R. Warren; Johann G. Olearius; Charles Wesley 
Tune: INVITATION, from The Southern Harmony 

Arranged by Craig Carnahan 

Hark, I hear the harps eternal ringing on the farthest shore, 

As I near those swollen waters with their deep and solemn roar. 

 

Refrain: Alleluia, praise the Lamb! Alleluia, glory to the great I AM! 

 

And my soul, though stained with sorrow, fading as the light of day, 

Passes swiftly o’er those waters to the city far away. (Refrain) 

 

Souls have crossed before me, saintly, to that land of perfect rest; 

And I hear them singing faintly in the mansions of the blest. 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, praise the Lamb! 

Alleluia, alleluia, glory to the great I AM!  (Refrain) 
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Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty,  

  maker of heaven and earth,  

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

  born of the virgin Mary,  

  suffered under Pontius Pilate,  

  was crucified, died, and was buried.  

 He descended into hell.  

 The third day he rose again from the dead.  

 He ascended into heaven  

  and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.  

 From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit,  

  the holy Christian Church,  

   the communion of saints,  

  the forgiveness of sins,  

  the resurrection of the body,  

  and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

Be Seated 

 

Offering 
 

Stand 

 

Prayer of the Church  

 

Lord’s Prayer  . 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 

bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 

against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 

thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

M: O Lord God, our heavenly Father, pour out the Holy Spirit on your faithful people. 

Keep us strong in your grace and truth, protect and comfort us in all temptation, 

and bestow on us your saving peace, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen 

Please sign the friendship register located in your pew. 
 

Guests please don’t feel a necessity to give an offering today. “Each of you should 

give what you have decided in your heart to give, not reluctantly or under 

compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver” (2 Corinthians 9:7). 
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Benediction 

M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another.  

 Serve the Lord with gladness. 

 The Lord bless you and keep you. 

 The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

 The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace. 

C: Amen. 
 

Be Seated 

 

 

Closing Hymn Amazing Grace CW 576 

 

 

 
Text (sts. 1–3): John Newton, 1725–1807, alt.; (st. 4): A Collection of Sacred Ballads, Richmond, 1790 
Tune: Columbian Harmony, Cincinnati, 1829, ed. Benjamin Shaw; ed. Charles H. Spilman 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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Questions/Comments about Zion? Contact:  Mobile  Email 

Pastor James Enderle (920) 949-1038 james.enderle@mzls.org 

President: Randy Loppnow (920) 864-7584       randyloppnow@yahoo.com 

School Board: Alec Otto (920) 328-5374             alecotto75@gmail.com 

Principal: Jacob Geidel (262) 353-2859            jacob.geidel@mzls.org 
 

School Faculty: Hillary Geidel, Brenda Kuchenbecker, Michaela Hagenow, Sharon Richter, Jacob Geidel 

Website: www.mzluth.org Synod : www.wels.net 

Custodians: Ron and Cindy Beyer    (920) 864-7427  

                     Abbey Ossmann             (920) 203-8627 

Secretary: Jackie Zeamer       (920) 660-8878 jackie.zeamer@mzls.org 

Church/School Office:   (920) 864-2349  

Church and Parsonage: (920) 864-2348 

 

Christian Family Solutions Appleton (WELS counseling) cfc@wlcfs.org 

Go to https://appointment.christianfamilysolutions.org/ or scan the QR Code (920) 438-1772 

for an appointment 
 

Living Hope Counseling Ministries De Pere (WELS counseling)  LHfrontdesk@livinghopellc.org 

https://www.livinghopellc.org/contact  (920) 338-8699 

https://appointment.christianfamilysolutions.org/
https://www.livinghopellc.org/contact

