15% Sunday After Pentecost September 5, 2021

The Season The Sundays after Pentecost focus on how Christians live in
response to all that God has done for us. This part of the Church Year focuses
on Jesus’ Grace Is All In All To Us.

The Sunday With this Sunday readings from Gospel of Mark resumes and with it
a shift again in emphasis for the third cycle of the Pentecost season. Loosely
expressed, the emphasis in this third cycle might be this: Jesus wants to so
deepen our understanding of his grace that he becomes all in all to us. The
particular emphasis in the readings for this Sunday is the truth that all God
pleasing obedience must begin in the heart.

Opening Hymn We Are the Lord’s Hymn 427
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1 We are the Lord’s; his all - suf - fi - cient mer - it
2 We are the Lord’s; then let wus glad - ly ten - der
3 We are the Lord’s; no dark-ness brood-ing o’er us
4 We are the Lord’s; no e - vil can be - fall us
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Sealed on the cross, to us this grace ac - cords.
Our souls to him in deeds, not emp - ty words.
Can make us trem - ble while this star af - fords
In the dread hour of life’s fast loos - 'ning  cords;
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We are the Lord’s and  all things shall in - her - it;
Let  heart and tongue and life com - bine to ren - der
A stead - y  light a - long the path be - fore us—
No pangs of death shall e - ven then ap - pall  us.
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Wheth - er we live or die, we are the Lord’s.
No doubt - ful wit - ness that we are the Lord’s.
Faith’s  full as - sur-ance that we are the Lord’s.
Death we shall van-quish, for we are the Lord’s.

Text: Karl I. P. Spitta, 1801-59; tr. Charles R. Astley, 1825-78.
Tune: EIRENE (11 10 11 10) Frances R. Havergal, 1836-79.

Stand

M: O Lord, open my lips.

C: And my mouth shall declare your praise
M: Hasten to save me, O God.
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Welcome! We thank
God that you have
joined us at worship
today.

Restrooms are
located in the
basement. Hearing
loop headphones and
Large Print Hymnals
are available from an
usher.

If your children need
to leave worship,
please take them to
the basement. ATV
broadcasts the service
in the basement.

Today we gather
together in the
presence of God. He is
present among us in a
special way through his
Word and Sacrament.
We acknowledge our
sin and rejoice in the
good news of
forgiveness through
the life and death of




C: O Lord, come quickly to help me.

M: Give glory to God, our light and our life.

C: Come, oh, come, let us worship.

Come, Oh, Come Let Us Sing To The Lord

Refrain
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Come, oh, come, let us sing to the Lord,
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let us shout with joy to our sav - ing Rock;
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come, en - ter in with our  songs of praise,
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come, en - ter in with thanks - giv - ing.
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1. You are a great and a won - drous God,

2. Come, let us wor - ship and, bow - ing low,
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cup - ping in your hands all  the depths of earth.
kneel be - fore the One who has made us all.
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You made the hills and the moun - tains  high,
You are the God whom we call our  own,
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you made the seas and the dry land.
we are the flock that you shep -  herd.
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Be Seated

Psalm of the Day We will sing the refrain and read the verses responsively Psalm 119¢
Refrain
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Your Word is a lamp to my feet and a light for my path.

M: Oh, how I love your law!*
I meditate on it all day long.

C: TIhave more insight than all my teachers,*
for I meditate on your statutes.

M: I have more understanding than the elders,*
for I obey your precepts.

Refrain

M: I have kept my feet from every evil path*
so that I might obey your Word.

C: 1Ihave not departed from your laws,*
for you yourself have taught me.

M: How sweet are your words to my taste,*
sweeter than honey to my mouth!

All: Glory be to the Father and to the Son*
and to the Holy Spirit,
as it was in the beginning,*
is now, and will be forever. Amen.

Refrain

Refrain Tune: Joyce Schubkegal. © 1993 Joyce Schubkegal (admin. Northwestern Publishing House).
All rights reserved. Used by permission.

First Lesson Deuteronomy 4:1, 2, 6-9
God is serious about all of his Word, both the law and the gospel. As the verses left out of the reading (3-5) make
clear, those who only take God’s gifts seriously soon lose those gifts as a consequence of despising his
commands. His commands are good because he who gave them is good. And because he is good, his abundant
blessing through a peaceful and orderly life rests on those who follow his Word. That blessing brings forth a still
greater blessing and honor: those who do not know his Word may be moved to hear it by the evidence of God’s
blessings on the godly lives of Christians.
4 Now, Israel, hear the decrees and laws I am about to teach you. Follow them so that
you may live and may go in and take possession of the land the LORD, the God of your
ancestors, is giving you. 2 Do not add to what I command you and do not subtract from it,

but keep the commands of the LORD your God that I give you.
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6 Observe them carefully, for this will show your wisdom and understanding to the
nations, who will hear about all these decrees and say, “Surely this great nation is a wise
and understanding people.” 7 What other nation is so great as to have their gods near them
the way the LORD our God is near us whenever we pray to him? 8 And what other nation is
so great as to have such righteous decrees and laws as this body of laws I am setting before
you today?

9 Only be careful, and watch yourselves closely so that you do not forget the things your
eyes have seen or let them fade from your heart as long as you live. Teach them to your
children and to their children after them. (NIV)

Gospel Mark 7:1-8, 14, 15, 21-23
Adding to God’s Word is just as bad as subtracting from it. In both cases man sets aside what God has said in
favor of what he wants in order to justify himself apart from God’s Word and Christ’s work. Precisely because the
Word of both the law and the gospel is addressed to the heart, it allows for no additions, no subtractions. For to
the extent that the heart is cleansed by the gospel, to that extent what flows from it will be clean and in accord
with the law. An unclean heart can produce only unclean works, no matter how clean those works may appear on
the outside. Those who take the law seriously need first and always the cleansing power of the gospel, lest their
outward works be only outward and ultimately a mask for hypocrisy. On the other hand, those who refuse to take
God’s law seriously prove thereby that their hearts are still unclean and separated from God. The sin that begins
in the heart will not agree to stay there; it will look for ways to get out and express itself. The Pharisees should
have recognized that happening in their own hearts: their hearts harbored hatred for Jesus which yearned for
expression in acts that ended in murder during Holy Week.

7 The Pharisees and some of the teachers of the law who had come from Jerusalem
gathered around Jesus 2 and saw some of his disciples eating food with hands that were
defiled, that is, unwashed. 3 (The Pharisees and all the Jews do not eat unless they give
their hands a ceremonial washing, holding to the tradition of the elders. 4 When they come
from the marketplace they do not eat unless they wash. And they observe many other
traditions, such as the washing of cups, pitchers and kettles.)

5So the Pharisees and teachers of the law asked Jesus, “Why don’t your disciples live
according to the tradition of the elders instead of eating their food with defiled hands?”

6 He replied, “Isaiah was right when he prophesied about you hypocrites; as it is written:

“These people honor me with their lips,

but their hearts are far from me.
7They worship me in vain;
their teachings are merely human rules.’[Isaiah 29:13]

8You have let go of the commands of God and are holding on to human traditions.”

14 Again Jesus called the crowd to him and said, “Listen to me, everyone, and
understand this. 1» Nothing outside a person can defile them by going into them. Rather, it
is what comes out of a person that defiles them.”

21 For it is from within, out of a person’s heart, that evil thoughts come—sexual
immorality, theft, murder, 22 adultery, greed, malice, deceit, lewdness, envy, slander,
arrogance and folly. 23 All these evils come from inside and defile a person.” (NIV)

Seasonal Response
M: Give thanks to the Lord; call on his name; make known among the nations what
he has done
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Hymn of the Day

O God, My Faithful God Hymn 459
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1 O God, my faith - ful God, 0] Foun-tain ev - er
2 Grant me  the strength to do With read - y heart and
3 Keep me from say - ing things That lat - er need re -
4 Lord, let me win my foes With kind - ly words and
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science free from blame, A soul un - hurt by sin.
come for my  good, For you must give suc - cess.
grant pow’r and  grace Lest 1 of - fend the  weak.
your  Spir - it’s  might To live in peace with all.

Text:

Johann Heermann, 1585-1647, abr., adapt.; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-78, alt.

Tune: O GOTT, DU FROMMER GOTT (II) (67 67 66 66) Newu-vermehrtes . . . Gesangbuch, 3rd ed., Meiningen,

1693, alt.

Sermon

James 1:17-27

Calls for a sanctified life always find their basis and their motivation in the precious gospel message of God'’s gifts
to us. His gifts are all good and perfect (even and especially the crosses—a point coming up on another Sunday)
because God is changeless; he only knows how to give good and perfect gifts that suit our needs and fit our
circumstances in life. But to recognize those gifts and to appreciate them and then make use of them in life we
need the Word. The Word clears the clutter from life and the temptation to hypocrisy from the heart by showing us
the first and best gifts, the gifts of salvation and adoption. With such gifts how could we doubt that anything he
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does in our lives would be anything but good and perfect? Therefore, listen to the Word; be honest with God in
confession; get on with the life that reflects the good and perfect gifts of God. For his gifts are given to us as a
reflection of his goodness, so that we can reflect his goodness in our use of those gifts.

17 Every good and perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of the
heavenly lights, who does not change like shifting shadows. 18 He chose to give us birth
through the word of truth, that we might be a kind of firstfruits of all he created.

19 My dear brothers and sisters, take note of this: Everyone should be quick to listen,
slow to speak and slow to become angry, 20 because human anger does not produce the
righteousness that God desires. 21 Therefore, get rid of all moral filth and the evil that is so
prevalent and humbly accept the word planted in you, which can save you.

22 Do not merely listen to the word, and so deceive yourselves. Do what it says. 23 Anyone
who listens to the word but does not do what it says is like someone who looks at his face in
a mirror 24 and, after looking at himself, goes away and immediately forgets what he looks
like. 25 But whoever looks intently into the perfect law that gives freedom, and continues in
it—not forgetting what they have heard, but doing it—they will be blessed in what they do.

26 Those who consider themselves religious and yet do not keep a tight rein on their
tongues deceive themselves, and their religion is worthless. 27 Religion that God our Father
accepts as pure and faultless is this: to look after orphans and widows in their distress and
to keep oneself from being polluted by the world. (NIV)

You Are God; We Praise You Te Deum The congregation will sing the refrain and the verses

Refrain
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You are God; we praise you. You are Lord; we ac - claim you.
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To you, O Fa-ther ho -ly, allcre- a-tion of - fers praise.
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With th cher - u - bim and ser - a-phim,
praise you! (0] Je - sus Christ, the Son of God, We

You be - came a man to set us free;
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With a - pos -tles and proph-ets,
praise you, we praise you! (0] Spir - it, most ho - ly, We
You have ris - en to free us;

T
I I > |
I
|

? !
I i
I I

L4 [ I

e
.
ol

With the mar-tyrs and  your
praise you, we praise you! To the Trin -i - ty most
And with  all your saints in
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To you, O Fa-ther ho - ly, allcre - a-tion of - fers praise,
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all cre - a-tion of - fers praise, all cre - a-tion of - fers praise.
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Lord, Have Mercy Kyrie

M: In the morning, O Lord, I call to you; be merciful to me and hear my prayer.

C: Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.

Lord’s Prayer

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy
will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom

and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.
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Prayer of the Day
M: O Lord Jesus Christ, preserve the congregation of believers with your never-failing
mercy. Help us avoid whatever is wicked and harmful, and guide us in the way that
leads to our salvation; for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever.

C: Amen.

Prayer for Grace
M: Almighty and everlasting God, give us an increase of faith, hope, and love; and, that we
may obtain what you promise, make us love what you command; through Jesus Christ,
your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever.

C: Amen.
M: Let us praise the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

Blessing
M: The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace.

C: Amen.
Be Seated
Closing Hymn Renew Me, O Eternal Light Hymn 471:1-2
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strength, my God, To strive a - gainst my flesh and blood.

Text: Johann F. Ruopp, 1672-1708, abr.; tr. August Crull, 1845-1923, alt.
Tune: HERR JESU CHRIST, MEINS (LM) As hymnodus sacer, Leipzig, 1625, alt.
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