18th Sunday after Pentecost Welcome Home Event Sept. 23 & 26, 2021

The Season The Sundays after Pentecost focus on how Christians live in response to
all that God has done for us. This part of the Church Year focuses on Jesus’ Grace Is

All'In All To Us.

The Sunday See how deeply the love from God penetrates our heart and soul. We
are called to reflect that intense and all embracing grace in our lives and attitudes
toward those around us. Indeed that should be our ambition, not the promotion of
self, but the imitation of Christ. We learn how fixed we are on that right ambition
when we face opposition and contradiction. Grace leads us to put others first.

Opening Hymn

Rise, My Soul to Watch and Pray Hymn 472
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Text: Johann B. Freystein, 16711718, abr.; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-78, alt.

Tune: STRAF MICH NICHT (76 76 33 66) Hundert . . . geistlicher Arien, Dresden, 1694, alt.

Stand

M: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the
fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you.

C: And also with you.
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Our mission is to
Glorify God
as we
Gather
around the Gospel
to help people
Grow
in the Gospel
and

Go
with the Gospel

Welcome! We thank
God that you have
joined us at worship
today.

Restrooms are
located in the
basement. Hearing
loop headphones and
Large Print Hymnals
are available from an
usher.

If your children need
to leave worship,
please take them to the
basement. ATV
broadcasts the service
in the basement.

Today we gather
together in the
presence of God. He is
present among us in a
special way through his
Word and Sacrament.
We humbly
acknowledge our sin
and rejoice in the good
news of forgiveness
through the life and
death of Christ. This is
the focus of our
worship.




CONFESSION OF SINS

M: God invites us to come into his presence and worship him with humble and penitent
hearts. Therefore, let us acknowledge our sinfulness and ask him to forgive us.

C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful, and that I have
disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil and failed to
do what is good. For this I deserve your punishment both now and in eternity. But I am
truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy
on me, a sinner.

M: God our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to be the
atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his
authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the
Holy Spirit.

C: Amen.

PRAYER AND PRAISE

Lord, Have Mercy Kyrie

M: For all that we need in life and for the wisdom to use all your gifts with gratitude and
joy, hear our prayer, O Lord.

C: Lord, have mercy.

M: For the steadfast assurance that nothing can separate us from your love and for the

courage to stand firm against the assaults of Satan and every evil, hear our prayer, O
Christ.

C: Christ, have mercy.

M: For the well-being of your church in all the world and for those who offer here their
worship and praise, hear our prayer, O Lord.

C: Lord, have mercy.

M: Merciful God, maker and preserver of life, uphold us by your power and keep us in
your tender care:

C: Amen

M: The works of the Lord are great and glorious; his name is worthy of praise.

O Lord, Our Lord
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how glo -rious is your name in all the earth.

Prayer of the Day
M: Let us pray.
Lord God, you call us to work in your kingdom and leave no one standing idle. Help us
to order our lives by your wisdom and to serve you in willing obedience; through Jesus
Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever.

C: Amen.
Be Seated

THE WORD

First Lesson: Numbers 12:1-15
Moses’ ambition is to reflect the love of God even to those who caused him to suffer. He didn’t say to those who opposed him
and now suffer at the hands of God himself: See what you get? It serves you right! Rather, even when his sister suffers in
consequence of her sins against Moses and God, Moses prays for her. How far do we have to go before we get to that kind of
love?

12 Miriam and Aaron began to talk against Moses because of his Cushite wife, for he
had married a Cushite. 2“Has the LORD spoken only through Moses?” they asked. “Hasn’t he
also spoken through us?” And the LORD heard this.

3 (Now Moses was a very humble man, more humble than anyone else on the face of the
earth.)

4 At once the LORD said to Moses, Aaron and Miriam, “Come out to the tent of meeting,
all three of you.” So the three of them went out. 3 Then the LORD came down in a pillar of
cloud; he stood at the entrance to the tent and summoned Aaron and Miriam. When the two
of them stepped forward, 6 he said, “Listen to my words:

“When there is a prophet among you,

I, the LORD, reveal myself to them in visions,
I speak to them in dreams.
7 But this is not true of my servant Moses;
he is faithful in all my house.
8 With him I speak face to face,
clearly and not in riddles;
he sees the form of the LORD.
Why then were you not afraid



to speak against my servant Moses?”

9 The anger of the LORD burned against them, and he left them.

10 When the cloud lifted from above the tent, Miriam’s skin was leprous—it became as
white as snow. Aaron turned toward her and saw that she had a defiling skin disease, 11 and
he said to Moses, “Please, my lord, I ask you not to hold against us the sin we have so
foolishly committed. 12 Do not let her be like a stillborn infant coming from its mother’s
womb with its flesh half eaten away.”

13 So Moses cried out to the LORD, “Please, God, heal her!”

14 The LORD replied to Moses, “If her father had spit in her face, would she not have
been in disgrace for seven days? Confine her outside the camp for seven days; after that she
can be brought back.” 15 So Miriam was confined outside the camp for seven days, and the
people did not move on till she was brought back. (NIV)

Psalm of the Day The congregation will sing the refrain and read the verses together Psalm 31
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In you, O LORD, I have taken refuge;*
deliver me in your righteousness.

Be my rock of refuge,*
a strong fortress to save me.

Into your hands I commit my spirit;*
redeem me, O LORD, the God of truth.

Refrain
My times are in your hands;*

save me in your unfailing love.

How great is your goodness,*
which you have stored up for those who fear you.

You heard my cry for mercy*
when I called to you for help.



Glory be to the Father and to the Son*
and to the Holy Spirit,

as it was in the beginning,*
is now, and will be forever. Amen.

Refrain

Refrain Tune: Jack Noble White. © 1976 Belwin-Mills Publishing Corp. (admin. Alfred Publishing Co.).
All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Second Lesson James 3:13-18
Gentleness and unselfish service are virtues that imitate Christ’'s own perfect gentleness and unselfish service to us. Selfish
ambition and jealousy are from the devil; they not only add to the suffering of our fellow man, but also hinder the proclamation
of the gospel. For where those virtues are not, the peace that comes from the gospel is crowded out by disorder and strife.
Where those virtues are found among God'’s people, there the gospel of righteousness from him is sown in peace for the
everlasting peace of those who hear and receive it. So let us resist the siren songs of Me first! and It’s not fair, the way they
treat me and don’t appreciate me. Instead let God worry about justice while we worry about serving and then serving yet more.
That is what Jesus did all the way to the cross, all the way to hell and back just for us!

13 Who is wise and understanding among you? Let them show it by their good life, by
deeds done in the humility that comes from wisdom. 14 But if you harbor bitter envy and
selfish ambition in your hearts, do not boast about it or deny the truth. 15 Such “wisdom”
does not come down from heaven but is earthly, unspiritual, demonic. 16 For where you have
envy and selfish ambition, there you find disorder and every evil practice.

17 But the wisdom that comes from heaven is first of all pure; then peace-loving,
considerate, submissive, full of mercy and good fruit, impartial and sincere. 18 Peacemakers
who sow in peace reap a harvest of righteousness. (NIV)

Verse of the Day
M: Alleluia. My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness.
Alleluia. (2 Corinthians 12:9a)

Stand
Gospel Mark 9:30-37

How profound the love of Jesus! He is talking about his impending suffering and all the Twelve can think and talk about is the
glory they expect to get out of it, and whether someone else might be getting more and therefore too much! Wouldn’t you think
that at least when he is describing his coming Passion he would get a little attention, just a bit of sympathy? But no! The
perversity of the best of us is indeed deep and profound. But the love and compassion of the Savior is a thousand times deeper
and more profound! He does not cast them off; he does not cast us off either. Instead he patiently demonstrates his love and
bids us once more to be concerned only with receiving it and then imitating it.

30 They left that place and passed through Galilee. Jesus did not want anyone to know
where they were, 31 because he was teaching his disciples. He said to them, “The Son of Man
is going to be delivered into the hands of men. They will kill him, and after three days he
will rise.” 32 But they did not understand what he meant and were afraid to ask him about
it.

33 They came to Capernaum. When he was in the house, he asked them, “What were you
arguing about on the road?” 3¢ But they kept quiet because on the way they had argued
about who was the greatest.

35 Sitting down, Jesus called the Twelve and said, “Anyone who wants to be first must be
the very last, and the servant of all.”
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36 He took a little child whom he placed among them. Taking the child in his arms, he
said to them, 37 “Whoever welcomes one of these little children in my name welcomes me;
and whoever welcomes me does not welcome me but the one who sent me.” (NIV)

M: This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise be to you, O Christ!
Be Seated
Hymn of the Day Lord of Glory, You Have Bought Us Hymn 401:1-3
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Text: Eliza S. Alderson, 1818-89, alt.
Tune: HYFRYDOL (87 87 D) Rowland H. Prichard, 1811-87.



Sermon James 3:13-18
Stand

Nicene Creed
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of

all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of

the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten,
not made, of one being with the Father. Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the
Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, and became fully human. For our sake he was
crucified under Pontius Pilate. He suffered death and was buried. On the
third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. He ascended into
heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in
glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the

Father and the Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshipped
and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy
Christian and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the
forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the
world to come. Amen.

Prayer of the Church

Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy
will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and

the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

THE SACRAMENT

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them up to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God.

It is right to give him thanks and praise.



Proper Preface
M: Praise to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In love he has blessed us with
every spiritual blessing. He sends the Holy Spirit to testify that we are his children and
to strengthen us when we are weak. Now have come the salvation and the power and
the kingdom of our God and the authority of his Christ. To him who sits on the throne
and to the Lamb be praise and thanks and honor and glory for ever and ever.

Holy, Holy, Holy
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Words of Institution

M: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had
given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my
body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them saying, “Drink from it, all of
you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the
forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”

M: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
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C: Amen.

O Christ, Lamb of God
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Be Seated

Because God speaks of communing together as an expression of unity in faith and warns us against
the dangers of not understanding what communion is, we practice close communion. WELS members
are welcome to commune with us. Visitors, please speak with the pastor before communing. If you
would like to learn more about communing with us in the future, please contact pastor.

Distribution

Stand
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Thank The Lord
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C: Thank the Lord and sing his praise. Tell ev-’ry-one what he has done.
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M: Hear the prayers of your people, O Lord, that the lips which have praised you here may
glorify you in the world, that the eyes which have seen the coming of your Son, may
long for his coming again, and that all who have received in his true body and blood the
pledge of your forgiveness may be restored to live a new and holy life, through Jesus
Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and

forever.
C: Amen.
Benediction

M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another.
Serve the Lord with gladness.

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace.

C: Amen.

Be Seated
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Closing Hymn On My Heart Imprint Your Image Hymn 319
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Text: Thomas H. Kingo, 1634-1703, abr.; tr. Peer O. Stromme, 1856-1921, alt.
Tune: DER AM KREUZ (87 87 77 88) Johann B. Konig, 1691-1758.
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