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1st Sunday after Christmas December 26, 2021 
 

The Season During the Sundays after Christmas we continue to celebrate the birth 

of our Savior as we focus on Promises Kept. 
 

The Sunday In the family of believers, it is our brother Jesus who changed the future 

for Abraham’s descendants. To be about the Father’s will meant sharing in our 

humanity and destroying the power of death. Promises Kept: Jesus does the 

Father’s Will 
 

Communion is a part of worship today. Because God speaks of communing together 

as an expression of unity in faith we practice close communion. WELS members are 

welcome to commune. Visitors, please speak with a pastor before communing.  
 

Hymn Let Us All With Gladsome Voice Hymn 64 

 
 

Stand 
 

M: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 
 

Confession 
M: Dear friends, let us approach God with a true heart and confess our 

sins, asking him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to forgive us. 

C: Lord of life, I confess that I am by nature dead in sin.  

  For faithless worrying and selfish pride, 
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  For sins of habit and sins of choice, 

  For the evil I have done and the good I have failed to do, 

 You should cast me away from your presence forever.  

 O Lord, I am sorry for my sins, Forgive me, for Jesus’ sake. 
 

Absolution (pronouncement of forgiveness) 
M: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. In his great mercy, God made 

us alive in Christ even when we were dead in our sins. Hear the word of Christ through 

his called servant: I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son 

and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 

 
Lord, Have Mercy Kyrie Mark 10:47 
M: In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 

 For the well-being of all people everywhere, that they may receive from you all they 

need to sustain body and life, hear our prayer, O Lord. 

C: Lord, have mercy. 

M: For the spread of your life-giving gospel throughout the world, that all who are lost in 

sin may be brought to faith in you, hear our prayer, O Christ. 

C: Christ, have mercy. 

M: For patience and perseverance in this life, that we may not lose the hope of heaven as 

we await your return, hear our prayer, O Lord. 

C: Lord, have mercy. 

M: Lord of life, live in us that we may live for you. 

C: Amen. 
 

Glory Be To God Gloria in Excelsis (sung) Luke 2:14 
1. All glory be to God on high! 3. O Lamb of God, to you we pray. 

 Your name, O Lord, we glorify;  You take all human sin away. 

 We praise you for your peace and grace, Have mercy, Lord; receive our prayer; 

 Your favor toward our fallen race.  From God’s right hand, your mercy share. 
 

2. Our grateful thanks to you we bring, 4. You Christ, are holy—Lord alone; 

 For your great glory, heav’nly King,  The Father’s glory you made known. 

 For all, O Father, you have done  We by your Spirit sing again: 

 Through Jesus Christ, your only Son.  “All glory be to God!” Amen. 

 

THE WORD 
 

Salutation 

M: The Lord be with you 
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C: And also with you. 
 

Prayer of the Day  
M: Let us pray. 

 Almighty God, in mercy you sent your one and only Son to take upon himself our human 

nature. By his gracious coming deliver us from the corruption of our sin and transform 

us into the likeness of his glory; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns 

with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 
 

Be seated 
 

First Lesson: 1 Samuel 2:18-20,26 
The similarities between the boy Samuel and the boy Jesus are striking: a gracious gift to his mother, the boy 

Samuel was dedicated to the Lord’s service, ministering in the Tabernacle. By grace he would grow “in favor with 

God and men.” By grace he would willingly carry out the “Father’s things/business” all the days of his life. 

18 But Samuel was ministering before the LORD—a boy wearing a linen ephod. 19 Each 

year his mother made him a little robe and took it to him when she went up with her 

husband to offer the annual sacrifice. 20 Eli would bless Elkanah and his wife, saying, “May 

the LORD give you children by this woman to take the place of the one she prayed for and 

gave to the LORD.” Then they would go home 
26 And the boy Samuel continued to grow in stature and in favor with the LORD and with 

people. (NIV) 
 

Psalm of the Day The congregation will sing the refrain and read the verses Psalm 111 

 
 

Great are the works of the LORD;* 

they are pondered by all who delight in them. 
 

Glorious and majestic are his deeds,* 

and his righteousness endures forever. 
 

He has caused his wonders to be remembered;* 

the LORD is gracious and compassionate. 
 

Refrain 
 

The works of his hands are faithful and just;* 

all his precepts are trustworthy. 
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He provided redemption for his people;* 

he ordained his covenant forever. 
 

The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom;* 

all who follow his precepts have good understanding. 
 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son* 

and to the Holy Spirit, 

as it was in the beginning,* 

is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
 

Refrain 
 

Refrain Tune: J. Robert Carroll. © 1986 GIA Publications, Inc., Chicago, IL, www.giamusic.com. All 

rights reserved. Used by permission. 

 

Second Lesson Hebrews 2:10-18 
With the words of John 1 still ringing in our ears, the writer to the Hebrews lays out the loving purpose of God in 

Christ Jesus. It is fitting that the Author of Salvation should make his One and Only Son like those he came to 

save. As our brother, he knows our weaknesses and temptations. Yet, in service to God, he carried out the 

Father’s will. Having overcome death and made atonement for our sins, he now claims us as members of his 

family. 

10 In bringing many sons and daughters to glory, it was fitting that God, for whom and 

through whom everything exists, should make the pioneer of their salvation perfect through 

what he suffered. 11 Both the one who makes people holy and those who are made holy are of 

the same family. So Jesus is not ashamed to call them brothers and sisters. 12 He says, 

“I will declare your name to my brothers and sisters; 

    in the assembly I will sing your praises.”[Psalm 22:22] 
13 And again, 

“I will put my trust in him.”[Isaiah 8:17] 

And again he says, 

“Here am I, and the children God has given me.”[Isaiah 8:18] 
14 Since the children have flesh and blood, he too shared in their humanity so that by his 

death he might break the power of him who holds the power of death—that is, the devil—
15 and free those who all their lives were held in slavery by their fear of death. 16 For surely 

it is not angels he helps, but Abraham’s descendants. 17 For this reason he had to be made 

like them, fully human in every way, in order that he might become a merciful and faithful 

high priest in service to God, and that he might make atonement for the sins of the people. 
18 Because he himself suffered when he was tempted, he is able to help those who are being 

tempted. (NIV) 
 

Verse of the Day 
M: Alleluia. Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts. Alleluia. (Colossians 3:15a) 

 

Stand 

M: The Gospel according to Luke chapter 2.  

C: Glory be to you, O Lord. 
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Gospel:  Luke 2:41-52 
With an emphasis on the two natures of Christ, these words from Luke reveal Jesus’ growth “in favor with God 

and men.” Yet, very clearly, Jesus always understood his purpose was to carry out the Father’s plan of salvation. 

Though he willingly he obeyed Mary and Joseph, more striking is his willing obedience to the Father’s will. 

41 Every year Jesus’ parents went to Jerusalem for the Festival of the Passover. 42 When 

he was twelve years old, they went up to the festival, according to the custom. 43 After the 

festival was over, while his parents were returning home, the boy Jesus stayed behind in 

Jerusalem, but they were unaware of it. 44 Thinking he was in their company, they traveled 

on for a day. Then they began looking for him among their relatives and friends. 45 When 

they did not find him, they went back to Jerusalem to look for him. 46 After three days they 

found him in the temple courts, sitting among the teachers, listening to them and asking 

them questions. 47 Everyone who heard him was amazed at his understanding and his 

answers. 48 When his parents saw him, they were astonished. His mother said to him, “Son, 

why have you treated us like this? Your father and I have been anxiously searching for you.” 
49 “Why were you searching for me?” he asked. “Didn’t you know I had to be in my 

Father’s house?” 50 But they did not understand what he was saying to them. 
51 Then he went down to Nazareth with them and was obedient to them. But his mother 

treasured all these things in her heart. 52 And Jesus grew in wisdom and stature, and in 

favor with God and man. (NIV) 
 

M: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C: Praise be to you, O Christ. 
 

Be seated 
 

Hymn of the Day  Let All Together Praise Our God CW 41:1-4 
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Sermon  Promises Kept: Jesus does The Father’s Will  Luke 2:41-52 
 

Stand 
 

Nicene Creed 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of 

all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of 

the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, 

not made, of one being with the Father. Through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the 

Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, and became fully human. For our sake he was 

crucified under Pontius Pilate. He suffered death and was buried. On the 

third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. He ascended into 

heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in 

glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the 

Father and the Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshipped 

and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy 

Christian and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the 

forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the 

world to come. Amen. 
 

Prayer of the Church 

 

THE SACRAMENT 
 

Preface 
M: The Lord be with you. 

C: And also with you. 

M: Lift up your hearts. 

C: We lift them up to the Lord. 

M: Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God. 

C: It is good and right so to do. 

M: It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, 

O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, 

who by his wondrous birth became our Brother, taking on human flesh to live in 

righteousness before God and to become obedient to death on a cross. Therefore with 

all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise your holy name and join their 

glorious song: 
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Holy, Holy, Holy (sung) Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9 
1. O holy, holy, holy 2. Hosanna in the highest! 

 Lord God of pow’r and might,   How truly blest is he 

Your glory, earth and heaven  Who in God’s name is coming  

 In countless ways recite.   To set his people free! 

Hosanna! Come and save us,  He comes to bring salvation 

 Lord God of hosts on high,   And with his blood outpoured, 

And in your grace and mercy  Deliver us from bondage— 

 Receive our fervent cry.   Hosanna, mighty Lord! 
 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 
M: Blessed are you, O Lord of heaven and earth. We praise and thank you for sending your 

Son, Jesus Christ, and we remember the great acts of love through which he has 

ransomed us from sin, death, and the devil’s power. 
 

  By his incarnation, he became one with us. 

  By his perfect life, he fulfilled your holy will. 

  By his innocent death, he overcame hell. 

  By his rising from the grave, he opened heaven. 
 

 Invited by your grace and instructed by your Word, we approach your table with 

repentant and joyful hearts. Strengthen us through Christ’s body and blood, and 

preserve us in the true faith until we feast with him and all his ransomed people in 

glory everlasting. 

C: Amen. 
 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 

will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 

forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead 

us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and 

the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
 

Words of Institution 
M: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had 

given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my 

body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 
 

 Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them saying, “Drink from it, all of 

you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the 

forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 

 The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
 

C: Amen. 
 

Be seated 
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Communion Because God speaks of communing together as an expression of unity in faith we practice close 

communion. All WELS members are welcome to commune with us. Visitors, please speak with the pastor or an 

elder before communing. 

 

Distribution 
 

Stand 
 

M: We give you thanks, O Lord, for the foretaste of the heavenly banquet that you have 

given us to eat and to drink in this sacrament. Through this gift you have fed our faith, 

nourished our hope, and strengthened our love. By your Spirit help us to live as your 

holy people until that day when you will receive us as your guests at the wedding 

supper of the Lamb, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and forever. 
 

C: Amen. 
 

Blessing 
M: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

 The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

 The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace. 
 

C: Amen. 
 

Hymn   Your Little Ones, Dear Lord Are We CW 46 
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