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3rd Sunday after Epiphany January 20 &23, 2022 
 

The Season “Epiphany” means “to reveal” or “to make known. During the season of 

Epiphany Jesus is revealed as the promised Savior of all by his powerful words and 

actions. 
 

The Sunday Jesus reveals himself as the Anointed one with the Father’s authority to 

proclaim himself as fulfillment of prophecy. The Word made flesh points to the Word 

and boldly proclaims, “Fulfillment.” This bold proclamation carries joy to the very 

heart of the body of Christ and emboldens its members to proclaim the same. Today 

we see Jesus is revealed by the Word. 
 

Opening Hymn Glorious in Majesty CW 496 
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Our mission is to 

Glorify God 
as we  

Gather  
around the Gospel 

to help people 

Grow 
in the Gospel 

and 

Go 
with the Gospel 

 

Welcome! We thank 

God that you have 

joined us at worship 

today.  

 Restrooms are 

located in the 

basement. Hearing loop 

headphones and Large 

Print Hymnals are 

available from an 

usher. 

 If your children need 

to leave worship, 

please take them to the 

basement. A TV 

broadcasts the service 

in the basement. 

Today we gather 

together in the 

presence of God. He is 

present among us in a 

special way through his 

Word and Sacrament. 

We acknowledge our 

sin and rejoice in the 

good news of 

forgiveness through the 

life and death of Christ. 

This is the focus of our 

worship. 
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Stand 
 

M: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy 

Spirit be with you. 

C: And also with you. 
 

 

CONFESSION OF SINS 
 

M: God invites us to come into his presence and worship him with humble and penitent 

hearts. Therefore, let us acknowledge our sinfulness and ask him to forgive us. 
 

C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful, and that I have 

disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil and failed to 

do what is good. For this I deserve your punishment both now and in eternity. But I am 

truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy 

on me, a sinner. 
 

M: God our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to be the 

atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his 

authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the 

Holy Spirit.  
 

C: Amen. 
 

 

PRAYER AND PRAISE 
 

Lord, Have Mercy Kyrie 

M: For all that we need in life and for the wisdom to use all your gifts with gratitude and 

joy, hear our prayer, O Lord. 

C: Lord, have mercy. 

M: For the steadfast assurance that nothing can separate us from your love and for the 

courage to stand firm against the assaults of Satan and every evil, hear our prayer, O 

Christ. 

C: Christ, have mercy. 

M: For the well-being of your church in all the world and for those who offer here their 

worship and praise, hear our prayer, O Lord. 

C: Lord, have mercy. 

M: Merciful God, maker and preserver of life, uphold us by your power and keep us in 

your tender care: 

C: Amen 

M: The works of the Lord are great and glorious; his name is worthy of praise. 



3 

 

O Lord, Our Lord  
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Prayer of the Day  
M: Let us pray. 

 Almighty God, you sent your Son to proclaim your kingdom and to teach with authority. 

Anoint us with the power of your Spirit that we, too, may bring good news to the 

afflicted, bind up the brokenhearted, and proclaim liberty to the captive; through Jesus 

Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

Be Seated 

THE WORD 
 

First Lesson: Nehemiah 8:1-3,5-6,8-10 
The wall complete, Nehemiah gathers the people to hear the reading and exposition of the Word of the Lord. Just as the 

Word had central place in the restoration of Jerusalem, so the Word has central place in the restoration of Spiritual 

Jerusalem. For the Word reveals the Messiah and brings joy to the sin-weary heart. 

8 1 all the people came together as one in the square before the Water Gate. They told Ezra 

the teacher of the Law to bring out the Book of the Law of Moses, which the LORD had 

commanded for Israel. 
2 So on the first day of the seventh month Ezra the priest brought the Law before the 

assembly, which was made up of men and women and all who were able to understand. 3 He read 

it aloud from daybreak till noon as he faced the square before the Water Gate in the presence of 

the men, women and others who could understand. And all the people listened attentively to the 

Book of the Law. 
5 Ezra opened the book. All the people could see him because he was standing above them; 

and as he opened it, the people all stood up. 6 Ezra praised the LORD, the great God; and all the 

people lifted their hands and responded, “Amen! Amen!” Then they bowed down and worshiped 

the LORD with their faces to the ground. 
8 They read from the Book of the Law of God, making it clear and giving the meaning so that 

the people understood what was being read. 
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9 Then Nehemiah the governor, Ezra the priest and teacher of the Law, and the Levites who 

were instructing the people said to them all, “This day is holy to the LORD your God. Do not 

mourn or weep.” For all the people had been weeping as they listened to the words of the Law. 
10 Nehemiah said, “Go and enjoy choice food and sweet drinks, and send some to those who 

have nothing prepared. This day is holy to our Lord. Do not grieve, for the joy of the LORD is your 

strength.” (NIV) 
 

Psalm of the Day The congregation will sing the refrain and read the verses together  Psalm 19 

 

The heavens declare the glory of God;* 

the skies proclaim the work of his hands. 
 

Their voice goes out into all the earth,* 

their words to the ends of the world. 
 

Refrain 
 

The law of the LORD is perfect,* 

giving joy to the heart. 
 

The commands of the LORD are radiant,* 

giving light to the eyes. 
 

They are more precious than gold;* 

they are sweeter than honey. 
 

By them is your servant taught;* 

in keeping them there is great reward. 
 

Refrain 
 

May the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart* 

be pleasing in your sight, O LORD, my Redeemer. 
 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son* 

and to the Holy Spirit, 

as it was in the beginning,* 

is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
 

Refrain 
 

Refrain Tune: Richard Proulx. © 1986 GIA Publications, Inc., Chicago, IL, www.giamusic.com. All rights 

reserved. Used by permission. 

Second Lesson Acts 4:23-31 
The Apostles are blessed to see the fulfillment of prophecy: Messianic Psalm 2 foretells of Herod and Pilate conspiring 

against the Lord’s Anointed. Yet it was the will of the Lord that was carried out for the salvation of many souls. It is the 
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message of this promise fulfilled, revealed to the Apostles, that spurs them on to speak this same message with like 

boldness: This prophecy is fulfilled! 

23 On their release, Peter and John went back to their own people and reported all that the 

chief priests and the elders had said to them. 24 When they heard this, they raised their voices 

together in prayer to God. “Sovereign Lord,” they said, “you made the heavens and the earth and 

the sea, and everything in them. 25 You spoke by the Holy Spirit through the mouth of your 

servant, our father David: 

“‘Why do the nations rage 

    and the peoples plot in vain? 
26 The kings of the earth rise up 

    and the rulers band together 

against the Lord 

    and against his anointed one.’[Psalm 2:1,2] 

27 Indeed Herod and Pontius Pilate met together with the Gentiles and the people of Israel in 

this city to conspire against your holy servant Jesus, whom you anointed. 28 They did what your 

power and will had decided beforehand should happen. 29 Now, Lord, consider their threats and 

enable your servants to speak your word with great boldness. 30 Stretch out your hand to heal 

and perform signs and wonders through the name of your holy servant Jesus.” 
31 After they prayed, the place where they were meeting was shaken. And they were all filled 

with the Holy Spirit and spoke the word of God boldly. (NIV) 
 

Verse of the Day 
M: Alleluia. Jesus went throughout Galilee, teaching, preaching, and healing every disease. 

Alleluia. (Matthew 4:23) 

Stand 

Gospel  Luke 4:14-21 
All that was promised to Adam and Eve, all that was renewed with the Patriarchs, all that was foretold through Isaiah, all 

that was passed from generation to generation…is fulfilled. It is no longer a future promise to fainting hearts, blind eyes, 

and bound souls. It is a promise fulfilled as the Anointed One reveals himself to be the Fulfillment. Let there be no doubt, 

the Messiah has come. 

14 Jesus returned to Galilee in the power of the Spirit, and news about him spread through 

the whole countryside. 15 He was teaching in their synagogues, and everyone praised him. 
16 He went to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, and on the Sabbath day he went into 

the synagogue, as was his custom. He stood up to read, 17 and the scroll of the prophet Isaiah was 

handed to him. Unrolling it, he found the place where it is written: 
18 “The Spirit of the Lord is on me, 

    because he has anointed me 

    to proclaim good news to the poor. 

He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners 

    and recovery of sight for the blind, 

to set the oppressed free, 
19     to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.”[Isaiah 61:1,2] 
20 Then he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant and sat down. The eyes of 

everyone in the synagogue were fastened on him. 21 He began by saying to them, “Today this 

scripture is fulfilled in your hearing.” (NIV) 
 

M: This is the Gospel of the Lord.  
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C: Praise be to you, O Christ! 

Be Seated 

Hymn of the Day O God from God, O Light from Light CW 85 

 

 

 
 



8 

 

Sermon  Boldly Reveal Jesus Through The Word Acts 4:23-31 

Stand 

Nicene Creed 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of 

all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of 

the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, 

not made, of one being with the Father. Through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the 

Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, and became fully human. For our sake he was 

crucified under Pontius Pilate. He suffered death and was buried. On the 

third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. He ascended into 

heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in 

glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the 

Father and the Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshipped 

and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy 

Christian and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the 

forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the 

world to come. Amen. 
 

Prayer of the Church  
 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 

will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 

forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead 

us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and 

the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
 

 

THE SACRAMENT 

 

M: The Lord be with you. 

C: And also with you. 

M: Lift up your hearts. 

C: We lift them up to the Lord. 

M: Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God. 

C: It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
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Proper Preface 
M: Praise to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In love he has blessed us with 

every spiritual blessing. I the past he spoke to us through the prophets, but in these last 

days he has spoken to us by his Son, who is the radiance of his glory. Now have come 

the salvation and the power and the kingdom of our God and the authority of his Christ. 

To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb be praise and thanks and honor and 

glory for ever and ever. 
 

Holy, Holy, Holy  

 
 

Words of Institution 
M: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had 

given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my 

body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 

 Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them saying, “Drink from it, all of 

you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the 

forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 
 



10 

 

M: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C: Amen. 
 

 

O Christ, Lamb of God  

 
 

 

Be Seated 
 

 

Because God speaks of communing together as an expression of unity in faith and warns us against 

the dangers of not understanding what communion is, we practice close communion. WELS members 

are welcome to commune with us. Visitors, please speak with the pastor before communing. If you 

would like to learn more about communing with us in the future, please contact pastor.  

 

 

Distribution  
 

 

Stand 
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Thank The Lord  

 

 
 

M: Hear the prayers of your people, O Lord, that the lips which have praised you here may 

glorify you in the world, that the eyes which have seen the coming of your Son, may 

long for his coming again, and that all who have received in his true body and blood the 

pledge of your forgiveness may be restored to live a new and holy life, through Jesus 

Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

C: Amen. 

 
Benediction 
M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another.  

 Serve the Lord with gladness. 
 

 The Lord bless you and keep you. 

 The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

 The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace. 
 

C: Amen. 

 
Be Seated 
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Closing Hymn Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Your Word Hymn 203 
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