7t Sunday after Epiphany February 17 & 20, 2022

The Season “Epiphany” means “to reveal” or “to make known. During the
season Jesus is revealed as the promised Savior of all by his powerful words
and actions.

The Sunday As love has been shone on us from the Lord’s anointed, so we
reflect that love to all, even to our enemies. Today we see Jesus is revealed in
love for enemies.

Opening Hymn Forgive Our Sins as We Forgive CW 493
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Text: Rosamond E. Herklots, 1905-87, alt. © Oxford University Press. All rights reserved. Used by permission.
Tune: DETROIT (CM) A Supplement fo the Keniucky Harmony, Harrisonburg, 1820.

Stand

M: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the
fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you.

C: And also with you.

CONFESSION OF SINS

M: We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love
and serve him as his dear children. But we have disobeyed him
and deserve only his wrath and punishment. Therefore, let us
confess our sins to him and plead for his mercy.
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C: Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth. In countless
ways I have sinned against you and do not deserve to be called your child.
But trusting in Jesus, my Savior, I pray: Have mercy on me according to
your unfailing love. Cleanse me from my sin, and take away my guilt.

M: God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the perfect life and
innocent death of our Lord Jesus Christ, he has removed your guilt forever. You are
his own dear child. May God give you strength to live according to his will.

C: Amen.

PRAYER AND PRAISE

M: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord.
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Prayer of the Day
M: Let us pray.
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Gracious Father, keep your family, the Church, always faithful to you, that we may
lean on the hope of your promises and be strong in the power of your love; through
your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.

C: Amen
Be Seated

THE WORD

First Lesson Genesis 45:3-8a,15
How quick we are to withhold love when we have been wronged, clinging to anger in a pathetic
attempt to make the offender suffer from our displeasure. Praise be to God such treatment is not ours
in Christ. Consider Joseph: sold by his brothers, imprisoned, forgotten. Yet he reflected the love of the
Lord - revealing himself to his brothers, bringing them to repentance, and providing for their needs.
3 Joseph said to his brothers, “I am Joseph! Is my father still living?” But his
brothers were not able to answer him, because they were terrified at his presence.
4Then Joseph said to his brothers, “Come close to me.” When they had done so, he
said, “I am your brother Joseph, the one you sold into Egypt! 3 And now, do not be
distressed and do not be angry with yourselves for selling me here, because it was to
save lives that God sent me ahead of you. é For two years now there has been famine in
the land, and for the next five years there will be no plowing and reaping. 7 But God
sent me ahead of you to preserve for you a remnant on earth and to save your lives by a
great deliverance.
8“So then, it was not you who sent me here, but God.
15 And he kissed all his brothers and wept over them. Afterward his brothers talked
with him. (NIV)

Psalm of the Day Psalm 103
We will sing the refrain and read the verses responsively. The congregation will read the verses in bold.
Refrain
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I will hear what the Lord pro-claims: peace to his peo - ple.

Praise the LORD, O my soul;*
all my inmost being, praise his holy name.

He forgives all your sins*
and heals all your diseases;

he redeems your life from the grave*
and crowns you with love and compassion.
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Refrain

The LORD is compassionate and gracious,*
slow to anger, abounding in love.

He does not treat us as our sins deserve*
or repay us according to our iniquities.

For as high as the heavens are above the earth,*
so great is his love for those who fear him;

as far as the east is from the west,*
so far has he removed our transgressions from us.

Refrain

As a father has compassion on his children,*
so the LORD has compassion on those who fear him;

for he knows how we are formed,*
he remembers that we are dust.

Our days are like grass, like a flower of the field;*
the wind blows over it and it is gone.

But the LORD’S love is with those who fear him*
from everlasting to everlasting.

Glory be to the Father and to the Son*
and to the Holy Spirit,

as it was in the beginning,*
is now, and will be forever. Amen.

Refrain

Refrain Tune: From The Psalmody for the Day, Series C. © 1976 Fortress Press. All rights reserved. Used
by permission of Augsburg Fortress.

Second Lesson Romans 12:14-21
Now that blessing and cursing has been established as the work of the Lord (last Sunday’s lessons) it
is not ours to play God. Yet the believer is compelled to show goodness to all as goodness has been
shown to us. Evil will thus continue to be overcome with good, just as all evil has been overcome by
the perfect goodness of the Christ.

14 Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse. 15 Rejoice with those who
rejoice; mourn with those who mourn. 16 Live in harmony with one another. Do not be
proud, but be willing to associate with people of low position. Do not be conceited.

17 Do not repay anyone evil for evil. Be careful to do what is right in the eyes of
everyone. 18 If it is possible, as far as it depends on you, live at peace with everyone.



19 Do not take revenge, my dear friends, but leave room for God’s wrath, for it is
written: “It is mine to avenge; I will repay,”[Pt 32:35] sgays the Lord. 20 On the contrary:
“If your enemy is hungry, feed him;
if he is thirsty, give him something to drink.
In doing this, you will heap burning coals on his head.”[Pr 25:21,22]
21 Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good. (NIV)

Verse of the Day
M: Alleluia. Be merciful, just as your Father is merciful. Alleluia. (Luke 6:36)

Stand

Gospel Luke 6:27-38
After preaching of blessings and woes to the human heart, Jesus continues by contrasting human love
and action with his own selfless love. The Christ-imitating Golden Rule finds no greater, no more
challenging application than this: Love your enemies; do good to those who hate you.

27“But to you who are listening I say: Love your enemies, do good to those who hate
you, 28 bless those who curse you, pray for those who mistreat you. 29 If someone slaps
you on one cheek, turn to them the other also. If someone takes your coat, do not
withhold your shirt from them. 30 Give to everyone who asks you, and if anyone takes
what belongs to you, do not demand it back. 31 Do to others as you would have them do
to you.

32 “If you love those who love you, what credit is that to you? Even sinners love those
who love them. 33 And if you do good to those who are good to you, what credit is that to
you? Even sinners do that. 3¢ And if you lend to those from whom you expect repayment,
what credit is that to you? Even sinners lend to sinners, expecting to be repaid in full.

35 But love your enemies, do good to them, and lend to them without expecting to get
anything back. Then your reward will be great, and you will be children of the Most
High, because he is kind to the ungrateful and wicked. 36 Be merciful, just as your
Father is merciful.

37“Do not judge, and you will not be judged. Do not condemn, and you will not be
condemned. Forgive, and you will be forgiven. 38 Give, and it will be given to you. A good
measure, pressed down, shaken together and running over, will be poured into your lap.
For with the measure you use, it will be measured to you.” (NIV)

M: This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise be to you, O Christ!

Be Seated


https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+12%3A14-21&version=NIV#fen-NIV-28265b

Hymn of the Day Son of God, Eternal Savior CW 492
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Text: Somerset T. C. Lowry, 1855-1932, abr.. alt.
Tune: LORD, REVIVE Us (87 87 D) The Revivalist, Troy, NY, 1868.



Sermon Romans 12:14-21

Stand

Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Prayer of the Church

Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily
bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass
against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For
thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

M: O Lord God, our heavenly Father, pour out the Holy Spirit on your faithful people.
Keep us strong in your grace and truth, protect and comfort us in all temptation,
and bestow on us your saving peace, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C: Amen

Benediction
M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another.
Serve the Lord with gladness.

The Lord bless you and keep you.



The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace.

C: Amen
Be Seated
Hymn Jesus, Your Boundless Love to Me CW 479:1-2
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My ev - 'ry act, word, thought be love.

Text:  Paul Gerhardt, 160776, abr.; tr. John B. Wesley, 170391, alt.
Tune: VATER UNSER IM HIMMELREICH, DER DU (88 88 88) attr. Martin Luther, 1483-1546.
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