2nd Sunday after the Epiphany January 12 & 15, 2023

The Season The season of Epiphany highlights the revealing of the Son of God as the
Savior of the whole world—both Jew and Gentile. God revealed the mystery of his person
and his mission through the words and works of the Father, though the anointing and
empowering of the Spirit, and through the preaching and miracles of Christ.

The Sunday Jesus appears as the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world. This
Lamb would take away the sins of the world and bring both Israel and the Gentile nations
into the kingdom of God. The hearts that see this Savior in faith cannot help but take
news of this salvation to the ends of the earth.

Opening Hymn O Jesus, Lamb of God, You Are CW 27
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trust - ing - ly And bring my man - vy sins with me.
me, I pray; Take guilt and pun - ish - ment a - way.
throne on  high To suf - fer for the world and die.
bide  with me, Then take me home e - ter - nal - ly.

Text:  Bartholomius Helder, 1585-1635; tr. August Crull, 1845-1923, alt.
Tune: WeEIMAR (LM) C. P. E. Bach, 1714-88.

Stand

M: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the
fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you.

C: And also with you.

CONFESSION OF SINS

M: We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love and
serve him as his dear children. But we have disobeyed him and
deserve only his wrath and punishment. Therefore, let us confess our
sins to him and plead for his mercy.

C: Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth. I
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I have sinned against you and do not deserve to be called your child. But
trusting in Jesus, my Savior, I pray: Have mercy on me according to your
unfailing love. Cleanse me from my sin, and take away my guilt.

M: God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the perfect life and innocent
death of our Lord Jesus Christ, he has removed your guilt forever. You are his own dear
child. May God give you strength to live according to his will.

C: Amen.

PRAYER AND PRAISE

M: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord.

Oh, Taste and See
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Bless - ed are they who take ref - wuge in  him.

Prayer of the Day
M: Let us pray.
Almighty God, you gave your one and only Son to be the light of the world. Grant that
your people, illumined by your Word and sacraments, may shine with the radiance of

2



Christ’s glory, that he may be known, worshiped, and believed to the ends of the earth;
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who with you and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns, one
God, now and forever.

C: Amen
Be Seated
THE WORD
Grades 1-2 Look, the Lamb of God (10:30)
First Lesson Isaiah 49:1-7

Though the Christ would be the Lamb of God who would suffer and die to bear our sins, though he would be
rejected and despised, God promised to glorify him again. He promised that every eye will see him—even those
who pierced him—and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord.
49 Listen to me, you islands;
hear this, you distant nations:
Before I was born the LORD called me;
from my mother’s womb he has spoken my name.
2 He made my mouth like a sharpened sword,
in the shadow of his hand he hid me;
he made me into a polished arrow
and concealed me in his quiver.
3 He said to me, “You are my servant,
Israel, in whom I will display my splendor.”
4But I said, “I have labored in vain;
I have spent my strength for nothing at all.
Yet what is due me is in the LORD’s hand,
and my reward is with my God.”

5 And now the LORD says—
he who formed me in the womb to be his servant
to bring Jacob back to him
and gather Israel to himself,
for I am honored in the eyes of the LORD
and my God has been my strength—
6he says:
“It is too small a thing for you to be my servant
to restore the tribes of Jacob
and bring back those of Israel I have kept.
I will also make you a light for the Gentiles,
that my salvation may reach to the ends of the earth.”
7This is what the LORD says—
the Redeemer and Holy One of Israel—
to him who was despised and abhorred by the nation,
to the servant of rulers:
“Kings will see you and stand up,
princes will see and bow down,



because of the LORD, who is faithful,
the Holy One of Israel, who has chosen you.” (NIV)

Psalm of the Day
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My heart is stirred by a noble theme*
as I recite my verses for the King.

You are the most excellent of men,*
and your lips have been anointed with grace.

Gird your sword upon your side, O Mighty One;*
clothe yourself with splendor and majesty.

In your majesty ride forth victoriously;*
let your right hand display awesome deeds.

Refrain

Your throne, O God, will last for ever and ever;*

a scepter of justice will be the scepter of your kingdom.

You love righteousness and hate wickedness;*
therefore God has anointed you with the oil of joy.

I will perpetuate your memory through all generations;*
therefore the nations will praise you for ever and ever.

Glory be to the Father and to the Son*
and to the Holy Spirit,

as it was in the beginning,*
is now, and will be forever. Amen.

Refrain

Psalm 45 CW

Refrain Tune: Kermit G. Moldenhauer. © 1993 Kermit G. Moldenhauer (admin. Northwestern Publishing House).

All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Second Lesson

Acts 13:38-49



In Pisidian Antioch, Paul preached the message of the Lamb of God: the sacrifices in the Law of Moses could not
justify; only the Lamb sacrificed for sin could. The Gospel resulted in faith in some Jewish hearts and rejection in
others. In the face of opposition, Paul and Barnabas fulfilled the promises of God in Isaiah and made Christ a light
to Gentiles and brought salvation to the ends of the earth

38 “Therefore, my friends, I want you to know that through Jesus the forgiveness of sins is
proclaimed to you. 3% Through him everyone who believes is set free from every sin, a justification
you were not able to obtain under the law of Moses. 4° Take care that what the prophets have
said does not happen to you:

41“Uook, you scoffers,

wonder and perish,

for I am going to do something in your days

that you would never believe,
even if someone told you.’ [Habakkuk 1:5]”

42 As Paul and Barnabas were leaving the synagogue, the people invited them to speak
further about these things on the next Sabbath. 4 When the congregation was dismissed, many
of the Jews and devout converts to Judaism followed Paul and Barnabas, who talked with them
and urged them to continue in the grace of God.

44 On the next Sabbath almost the whole city gathered to hear the word of the Lord. 4 When
the Jews saw the crowds, they were filled with jealousy. They began to contradict what Paul was
saying and heaped abuse on him.

46 Then Paul and Barnabas answered them boldly: “We had to speak the word of God to you
first. Since you reject it and do not consider yourselves worthy of eternal life, we now turn to the
Gentiles. 47 For this is what the Lord has commanded us:

“I have made you a light for the Gentiles,

that you may bring salvation to the ends of the earth.’[Isaiah 49:6]”

48 When the Gentiles heard this, they were glad and honored the word of the Lord; and all
who were appointed for eternal life believed.

49 The word of the Lord spread through the whole region. (NIV)

Verse of the Day
M: Alleluia. He said to me, “You are my servant in whom I will display my splendor.”
Alleluia. (Isaiah 49:3)

Stand
Gospel John 1:29-41

As the last and greatest of the prophets, John the Baptist rightly summarizes the totality of God’s plan of salvation
by pointing to Jesus and calling him the Lamb of God. John’s name for Christ is the perfect sum of the sacrificial
system. Christ is the fulfillment of all the sacrificial victims of the Old Testament, from Yom Kippur’s goat to the
Passover Lamb and every sin and guilt offering in between. They are all fulfilled in the Son of God made flesh.
Seeing the Lamb of God leads believers like John and Andrew to bring his salvation to the ends of the earth.

29 The next day John saw Jesus coming toward him and said, “Look, the Lamb of God, who
takes away the sin of the world! 3° This is the one I meant when I said, ‘A man who comes after
me has surpassed me because he was before me.’ 31T myself did not know him, but the reason I
came baptizing with water was that he might be revealed to Israel.”

32Then John gave this testimony: “I saw the Spirit come down from heaven as a dove and
remain on him. 33 And I myself did not know him, but the one who sent me to baptize with water



told me, “The man on whom you see the Spirit come down and remain is the one who will baptize
with the Holy Spirit.” 3¢1 have seen and I testify that this is God’s Chosen One.”

35 The next day John was there again with two of his disciples. 36 When he saw Jesus passing
by, he said, “Look, the Lamb of God!”

37When the two disciples heard him say this, they followed Jesus. 38 Turning around, Jesus
saw them following and asked, “What do you want?”

They said, “Rabbi” (which means “Teacher”), “where are you staying?”’

39“Come,” he replied, “and you will see.”

So they went and saw where he was staying, and they spent that day with him. It was about
four in the afternoon.

40 Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother, was one of the two who heard what John had said and who
had followed Jesus. 41 The first thing Andrew did was to find his brother Simon and tell him, “We
have found the Messiah” (that is, the Christ). (NIV)

M: This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise be to you, O Christ!

Be Seated
Hymn of the Day The Only Son from Heaven CW 86
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Text:  Elizabeth Cruciger, c. 1500-35, abr., st. 1-3; Lutheran Book of Worship, Minneapolis, 1978, st. 4,
tr. Arthur T. Russell, 1806-74, st. 1-3, alt.
Tune: HERR CHRIST, DER EINIG GOTTS SOHN (76 76 776) Eyn Enchiridion oder Handbiichlein, Erfurt, 1524, alt.

Sermon The Lamb Is For All Nations Isaiah 49:1-7
Stand

Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth,

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified,
died, and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day he rose again from
the dead. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the
Father almighty. From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.
Amen.

Offering
Prayer of the Church

Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy
will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

M: O Lord God, our heavenly Father, pour out the Holy Spirit on your faithful people. Keep
us strong in your grace and truth, protect and comfort us in all temptation, and bestow
on us your saving peace, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C: Amen

Benediction
M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another.
Serve the Lord with gladness.

The Lord bless you and keep you.



The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace.

C: Amen
Be Seated
Hymn O God from God, O Light from Light CW 85
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Text:  John Julian, 1839-1913, abr., alt.
Tune: O GROSSER GOTT (LM D) Johann Stirls . . . Schlag-Gesang-Und Noten-Buch, Stuttgart, 1744,
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