5t Sunday after the Epiphany February 2 & 5, 2023
The Season The season of Epiphany highlights the revealing of the Son of God as the
Savior of the whole world—both Jew and Gentile. God revealed the mystery of his person
and his mission through the words and works of the Father, though the anointing and
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The Sunday The Savior’s Sermon: Let your light shine! Jesus tells us: You are...so be. You bk
are the light of the world, so be light for the earth. You are the salt of the earth, so be salt e al
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world around us will be blessed by us.
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M: Christ is risen!

C: He is risen indeed! Alleluia!

M: In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Today we gather
together in the
C: Amen. presence of God. He is

present among us in a
special way through his

CONFESSION OF SINS Word and Sacrament.

We acknowledge our

M: Beloved in the Lord: let us draw near with a true heart and confess Z?oznr?eﬂoé?e in the

our sins to God our Father, asking him in the name of our Lord forgiveness through the

Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. life and death of Christ.
This is the focus of our
1 worship.



: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I have
disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil and
failed to do what is good. For this I deserve your punishment both now and in
eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus
Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner.

: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to be the
atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his
authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the
Holy Spirit.

: Amen.

PRAYER AND PRAISE

: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord.
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O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, you take away the
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Prayer of the Day
M: The Lord be with you.

C: And also with you.

M: Let us pray.
Almighty God, you sent your one and only Son as the Word of life for our eyes to see
and our ears to hear. Help us to believe what the Scriptures proclaim about him and
do the things that are pleasing in your sight; through Jesus Christ, your Son, our
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C: Amen

Be Seated

Grades 3-4 Oh, that I Had a Thousand Voices (10:30)
THE WORD

First Lesson Joshua 24:14-24

Faith responds to God’s grace by promising to live as salt and light. Joshua pointed the people of Israel back to
the gracious acts of God who had delivered them from every enemy. Now in possession of the Promised Land,
God'’s people could reflect on God’s great acts of grace and power in their lives. Seeing all God had done, the
people vowed to Joshua to live as salt and light: “We will serve the LorD our God and obey him.” As the children of
God today, we see that God has defeated enemies far fiercer than the Amorites, Perizzites, and Canaanites. Sin,
death, and the devil are vanquished. The gates to the heavenly promised land stand open. Looking at God’s great
acts of grace and power, we cannot help but join in vowing our obedience to God. We will put away the gods of
self and sin, and through the Spirit we will yield our hearts and join with Joshua in his life of salt and light: As for
me and my house, we will serve the LORD.
14 “Now fear the LORD and serve him with all faithfulness. Throw away the gods your
ancestors worshiped beyond the Euphrates River and in Egypt, and serve the LORD. 15 But if
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serving the LORD seems undesirable to you, then choose for yourselves this day whom you will
serve, whether the gods your ancestors served beyond the Euphrates, or the gods of the
Amorites, in whose land you are living. But as for me and my household, we will serve the LORD.”

16 Then the people answered, “Far be it from us to forsake the LORD to serve other gods! 17 It
was the LORD our God himself who brought us and our parents up out of Egypt, from that land of
slavery, and performed those great signs before our eyes. He protected us on our entire journey
and among all the nations through which we traveled. ® And the LORD drove out before us all the
nations, including the Amorites, who lived in the land. We too will serve the LORD, because he is
our God.”

19 Joshua said to the people, “You are not able to serve the LORD. He is a holy God; he is a
jealous God. He will not forgive your rebellion and your sins. 20 If you forsake the LORD and serve
foreign gods, he will turn and bring disaster on you and make an end of you, after he has been
good to you.”

21 But the people said to Joshua, “No! We will serve the LORD.”

22 Then Joshua said, “You are witnesses against yourselves that you have chosen to serve the
Lorp.”

“Yes, we are witnesses,” they replied.

23 “Now then,” said Joshua, “throw away the foreign gods that are among you and yield your
hearts to the LORD, the God of Israel.”

24 And the people said to Joshua, “We will serve the LORD our God and obey him.” (NIV)

Psalm of the Day . Psalm 111 CW
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Great are the works of the LORD;*
they are pondered by all who delight in them.

Glorious and majestic are his deeds,*
and his righteousness endures forever.

He has caused his wonders to be remembered;*
the LORD is gracious and compassionate.
Refrain

The works of his hands are faithful and just;*
all his precepts are trustworthy.
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He provided redemption for his people;*
he ordained his covenant forever.

The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom;*
all who follow his precepts have good understanding.

Glory be to the Father and to the Son*
and to the Holy Spirit,

as it was in the beginning,*
is now, and will be forever. Amen.

Refrain

Refrain Tune: J. Robert Carroll. © 1986 GIA Publications, Inc., Chicago, IL, www.giamusic.com. All rights reserved.
Used by permission.

Second Lesson 1 Peter 2:9-12
The call of God made us part of a new people in order that we might declare his praises. Peter tells us to live lives
that are different from the world around us—as different as light is to darkness. Called out of the darkness, we live
in this world like foreigners who know that this is not our home. Strangers to the world, we abstain from sin and
live such good lives that even the pagans will have to give God glory for his work in our lives. Called into the
wonderful light, we let that shine on everyone around us.

9 But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s special possession, that
you may declare the praises of him who called you out of darkness into his wonderful light.
10 Once you were not a people, but now you are the people of God; once you had not received
mercy, but now you have received mercy.

11 Dear friends, I urge you, as foreigners and exiles, to abstain from sinful desires, which
wage war against your soul. 12 Live such good lives among the pagans that, though they accuse
you of doing wrong, they may see your good deeds and glorify God on the day he visits us. (NIV)

Verse of the Day
M: Alleluia. Jesus said, “I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will never walk in
darkness, but will have the light of life.” Alleluia. (John 8:12)

Stand
Gospel Matthew 5:13-20

Jesus’ sermon moves from the promises of the Beatitudes to his commands for the Christian life. The Christians
blessed by Christ are called to be blessings to the world around us. You are salt, Christ says, so be it: act as the
preservative that keeps this word from rotting. You are light, so be it: shine into the darkness of the world that
people might see and know how different you are. The message of grace is not a message against the Law. Jesus
did not come to abolish the Law, but to fulfill it—first for us, and then in us.

13“You are the salt of the earth. But if the salt loses its saltiness, how can it be made salty
again? It is no longer good for anything, except to be thrown out and trampled underfoot.

14“You are the light of the world. A town built on a hill cannot be hidden. !> Neither do people
light a lamp and put it under a bowl. Instead they put it on its stand, and it gives light to
everyone in the house. 16 In the same way, let your light shine before others, that they may see
your good deeds and glorify your Father in heaven.

17“Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have not come to
abolish them but to fulfill them. 8 For truly I tell you, until heaven and earth disappear, not the
smallest letter, not the least stroke of a pen, will by any means disappear from the Law until
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everything is accomplished. 19 Therefore anyone who sets aside one of the least of these
commands and teaches others accordingly will be called least in the kingdom of heaven, but
whoever practices and teaches these commands will be called great in the kingdom of heaven.
20 For I tell you that unless your righteousness surpasses that of the Pharisees and the teachers
of the law, you will certainly not enter the kingdom of heaven. (NIV)

M: This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise be to you, O Christ!

Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth,

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified,
died, and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day he rose again from
the dead. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the
Father almighty. From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.

Amen.
Be Seated
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6 God the Father, light-creator,
T'o thee laud and honor be.
To thee, Light from Light begotten,
Praise be sung eternally.
Holy Spirit, light-revealer,
Glory, glory be to thee.
Mortals, angels, now and ever
Praise the holy Trinity!

Text:  Martin H. Franzmann, 1907-76, alt. © 1969 Concordia Publishing House. All rights reserved.
Used by permission.
T'une: EBENEZER (87 87 D) Thomas J. Williams, 1869-1944,

Sermon Choose Serving The Lord Joshua 24:14-24
Stand
Prayer of the Church

Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy
will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

M: Almighty God, grant to your Church the Holy Spirit and the wisdom that comes from
above. Let nothing hinder your Word from being freely proclaimed to the joy and
edifying of Christ’s holy people, so that we may serve you in steadfast faith and confess
your name as long as we live, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
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C: Amen

Benediction
M: The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace.

C: Amen

Be Seated
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Text:  Johan N. Brun, 1745-1816; tr. Oluf H. Smeby, 18511929, alt.
Tune: OM HIMMERIGES RIGE (887 88 77) Den dunske Psalmebog, Copenhagen, 1569, alt.
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