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Lenten Midweek 3 March 15, 2023 
 

This year in our mid week Lenten worship we look at “Acceptable” Sins? We often focus on the 

sins of others. We talk about what we think of as “big” sins we see in the world. In this Lenten 

series we will focus on sins God hates with which we have, unfortunately, grown comfortable. 
 

GATHERING RITE 
 

Stand 
 

 (sing)  Baptismal waters cover me 

As I approach on bended knee; 

My Father’s mercy here I plead, 

For grievous sins of thought and deed. 
 

M: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 

M: With these words we were called by the Holy Spirit to be members of 

God’s family at our baptism. Gathered together as brothers and 

sisters in Christ, let us humble ourselves before God, and admit to 

him and to one another that we have not lived as God’s children 

ought to live. 

 Silence for personal confession 

M: Do not be angry beyond measure, O Lord; 

C: Do not remember our sins forever. Oh, look upon us, we pray, 

for we are all your people. 

M: Most merciful God, 

C: we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have 

sinned against you in thought, word, and action, by what we 

have done and by what we have left undone. We have not 

loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our 

neighbor as ourselves. We deserve you present and eternal 

punishment. For the sake of Jesus, have mercy on us. Forgive 

us, renew us, and lead us, sothat we may delight in your will 

and walk in your ways to the glory of your holy name. Amen. 
 

(sing)  I look to Christ upon the tree, 

His body broken there for me; 

I lay before him all my sin, 

My darkest secrets from within. 
 

Lord, may your wounded hand impart 

Your healing to my broken heart; 

Your love alone can form in me 

A heart that serves you joyfully. 

M: God said, “I will forgive their wickedness and will remember their sins 

no more.” (Jeremiah 31:34). For the sake of Jesus Christ, God has had  
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mercy on you and me, and has kept his promise to provide forgiveness. Therefore, I, as a 

called servant of Jesus Christ, and at his command, forgive you all your sins in the name 

of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 
 

(sing)  From your own mouth comes forth a word; Baptismal waters cover me; 

Your Shepherd speaks, but you are heard; Christ’s wounded hand has set me free. 

Through him your hand now stretches out, Held in my Father’s strong embrace, 

Forgiving sin, destroying doubt. With joy I praise him for his grace. 
 

Be seated 
 

THE WORD 
 

Special Music 
 

Passion History according to Matthew On Trial Before the High Priest 
Pastor: Those who had arrested Jesus took him to Caiaphas, the high priest, where the teachers of 

the law and the elders had assembled. But Peter followed him at a distance, right up to the courtyard 

of the high priest. He entered and sat down with the guards to see the outcome. 

Congregation: The chief priests and the whole Sanhedrin were looking for false evidence against 

Jesus so that they could put him to death. But they did not find any, though many false witnesses 

came forward. 

Men: Finally two came forward and declared, “This fellow said, ‘I am able to destroy the temple of God 

and rebuild it in three days.’” 

Pastor: Then the high priest stood up and said to Jesus, “Are you not going to answer? What is this 

testimony that these men are bringing against you?” But Jesus remained silent. The high priest said 

to him, “I charge you under oath by the living God: Tell us if you are the Christ, the Son of God.” 

Women: “Yes, it is as you say,” Jesus replied. “But I say to all of you: In the future you will see the 

Son of Man sitting at the right hand of the Mighty One and coming on the clouds of heaven.” 

Pastor: Then the high priest tore his clothes and said, “He has spoken blasphemy! Why do we need 

any more witnesses? Look, now you have heard the blasphemy. What do you think?” “He is worthy of 

death,” they answered. Then they spit in his face and struck him with their fists. Others slapped him 

and said, “Prophesy to us, Christ. Who hit you?” 

Women: Now Peter was sitting out in the courtyard, and a servant girl came to him. “You also were 

with Jesus of Galilee,” she said. 

Men: “I don’t know what you’re talking about,” he said. Then he went out to the gateway, where 

another girl saw him and said to the people there, 

Women: “This fellow was with Jesus of Nazareth.” 

Congregation: He denied it again, with an oath: “I don’t know the man!” After a little while, those 

standing there went up to Peter and said, “Surely you are one of them, for your accent gives you 

away.” 

Pastor: Then he began to call down curses on himself and he swore to them, “I don’t know the man!” 

Immediately the rooster crowed. Then Peter remembered the word Jesus had spoken. “Before the 

rooster crows, you will disown me three times.” And he went outside and wept bitterly. 
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Men: Early in the morning, all the chief priests and the elders of the people came to the decision to 

put Jesus to death. They bound him, led him away and handed him over to Pilate, the governor. 

Congregation: When Judas, who had betrayed him, saw that Jesus was condemned, he was seized 

with remorse and returned the thirty silver coins to the chief priests and the elders. “I have sinned,” 

he said, “for I have betrayed innocent blood.” “What is that to us?” they replied. “That’s your 

responsibility.” So Judas threw the money into the temple and left. Then he went away and hanged 

himself. 

Pastor: The chief priests picked up the coins and said, “It is against the law to put this into the 

treasury, since it is blood money.” So they decided to use the money to buy the potter’s field as a 

burial place for foreigners. That is why it has been called the Field of Blood to this day. Then what 

was spoken by Jeremiah the prophet was fulfilled: “They took the thirty silver coins, the price set on 

him by the people of Israel, and they used them to buy the potter’s field, as the Lord commanded me.” 
 

Seasonal Response 
All: All we like sheep have gone astray, and the Lord has laid on him the iniquity 

of us all. By his wounds we are healed. 
 

Hymn  From the Depths of Woe I Cry to You CW 305 
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Sermon Silence Ezekiel 33:7-9 
 

Stand 
 

Prayer of the Church 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 

will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 

forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and 

lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom 

and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
 

Benediction 
M: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

 The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

 The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace. 

C: Amen. 
 

Be Seated 
 

Hymn  Jesus Sinners Does Receive CW 304:6,7 
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